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Israel says it will stay out of 
Turkey-Syria dispute 

TH. AW (AP) Israelii not involved in any wav in 
to cunra^srow«ig conftonuaions between Turkey 1 and 
gna, a spokesman said Saiurday. -tod i s noupLr of 
tins dispute and is not involved in it in any wav^lh 
Ddfcua Mmisiry spokesman Avi Benayahu. Turkey^ 
amassed tro^s on the border wuh Syria and warned ot-i 
military confrontation following alleeaiioas th-» w - 
sm^sj^h Kuni i S h rete \ 
has acajsoi Turkey and Israel of eontm-ine againu^ 
Jtaugh then mcreased milito aMpenuion knai and 
Tratey signed milaaiy accords in 1996 d,a( ouUiw johii 
defence nunoeus-res and grant Israel the use of Turkish 
airspace, lsraeh experts say they doubt the relations with 
Turkey are such that either aimy would defend die other 
in the event of confrontations with a third purr,'. 
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Mubarak arrives in Riyadh 
for taiks with Fahd 

RIYADH iAPi — Eg>-pdan Prcskk-nl Hosni Mubarak am'\«d 
Saturday for a one-day visit 10 discuss regional problems with 
Saudi King ftihd and other high-ranking officials. The talks 
will fex-us on the Middle East peace process and the recent mil- 
itary tensions between Turkey and Syria over Turkish allega- 
tions that Syria is hartxjuring Turkish Kurdish rebels, diplomais 
said. The two leaders also will discuss the UJ^I. air embargo on 
Libya, said ihc diplomat on condition of anonymity. The 
emtwrgo Ls aimed at forcing Libya to hand over for trial two 
$ wanted for the 19SS bombing of an American jetliner 
ov^f^ikerbie. Scotland. This Is the first rime that Fahd who 
Lisun WA3hAl-70s. is meeting with a foreign leader since under- 
' ‘ **-ng sy%k Aua. 1 2 io have his gallbladder removed. Fahd's 
: brr*fpi Crown Prince Abdullah, handled the kingdom's 
dffv-to-dn,' Affairs during the king's hospitalisation. 
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Yilmaz warns that army ‘awaiting orders’ 

Syria opts for diplomacy to 
resolve differences with Turkey 


Agencies 

SYRIA WANTS jo resolve its 
differences with Turkey* using 
diplomatic means, the official 
SANA Dews agency said Sat- 
urday. 

’■Syria, while" rejecting the 
politics of confrontation, esca- 
lation and threat whatever their 
source, wants good neigh- 
bourly relations with Turkey 
and is ready to resolve out- 
staoding questions between 
die two nations by diplomatic 
means,” SANA said. 

On Saturday, the Istanbul 
press reported that Turkish 
Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz 
had warned Syria that the 
Thdtisb army was on stand-by 
“awaiting orders’’ to arrack, in 
[be latest outburst in an esca- 
lating war of words with Syria. 

“The military are waiting 
orders [from the government] 
to go into action,” Yilmaz was 
quoted as telling journalists 
from the Humyet and Miiliyet 
dailies in the plane taking him 
to Istanbul on Friday. 

No immediate confirmation 
of the prime minister's decla- 
ration could be obtained from 
his press office. 

Turkey accuses its southern 
ntighbour of supporting the 
rebel Kurdish' Labour Party 
(PKK) in its separatist war in 
flukey's southeastern region 
and sheltering its leader 
Abdullah Ocalan. 

Damascus in turn has con- 
demned Turkey’s military 
cooperation with Israel as a 
‘‘Satanic alliance" against the 
Arab World and accuses 
Ankara of limiting the amount 
of water it receives from the 
Euphrates River. 

Tkkey denies this and com- 
plains that it is Syria, winch is 
cutting off the Asi River's 
water supply to the Haray, a 
province that was integrated 
into Turkey in 1939 and pro- 
trudes into Syrian territory. 

Tension over these issues 
mounted throughout the past 
few weeks before exploding at 
the end of the week in a frenzy 


Jordan calls for peaceful solution 


AMMAN (J.T.j — The Council of Ministers on Saturday 
called on Syria and Turkey to peacefully resolve their dif- 
ferences and said Jordan was ready to help in resolving 
any crisis threatening regional stability and security. 

Information Minister Nasser Judeh said in a statement 
following a Cabinet meeting that the Council of Ministers 
urged the two parties to discuss the causes of the dispute 
between them in a positive manner, taking into considera- 
tion their national interests and the higher interest of the 
region. 

‘‘Jordan, out of its keenness to protect Arab interests, 
and out of its faith in the importance of stability and secu- 
rity in our region which has for long suffered of tension 
and wars, calls on both parties to discuss the causes of the 
dispute between them in a positive manner and to exert 


of accusations and counter- 
accusations. 

Turkey’s National Security 
Council (MGK) on Wednes- 
day discussed a package of 
economic, political and mili- 
tary sanctions against Syria. 

The following day Turkey's 
President Suleyman Demirel 
warned that Ankara reserved 
the right to respond if Syria 
continued its hostile attitude 
towards Turkey. 

“I also declare to the interna- 
tional community' that our 
patience is at an end,” he told 
parliament. 

Also on Friday Turkey's 
chief of general staff. Huseyin 
Kivrikoglu, w as quoted as say- 
ing “an undeclared state of 
war” existed with Syria. 

“Syria should know that our 
patience has limits," General 
Atilla Ales, commander of the 
Turkish land forces, warned 
last month. 

Humyet and Miiliyet also 
reported Yilmaz as saring that 
Turkish forces would be hold- 
ing exercises on the border 
with Syria They would begin 
after the completion of 
NATO’s annual western 
Mediterranean manoeuvres, 
which began in Haiav on 
Thursday. 

According to Turkish press 
and television reports Friday, 
the Turkish army has sent 
more troops to the Syrian bor- 


der, reinforcing “strategic 
point” around the Horny and 
further east near the town of 
Kilis. 

The reports were denied in 
Ankara, but panic broke out in 
Kilis earlier this week when a 
column of tanks took a wrong 
turn and drove into town by 
mistake, leading onlookers to 
believe that hostilities had 
begun. 

Syria responded on Friday 
by blaming Israel for stirring 
up trouble because of Damas- 
cus' opposition to the “Zion- 
ist" policies being pursued by 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and said 
Turkish officials were “insist- 
ing on creating problems 
which do not exist.” 

“Syria has no connection 
with Turkey's internal con- 
flicts but it seems that Turkish 
officials want to export their 
domestic crises by provoking 
problems with their neigh- 
bours, particularly Syria,” the 
daily AJ Baath said. 

Turkey and Israel signed a 
bilateral miliary accord in 
February 1996 which Syrian 
Defence Minister Mustapha 
Tlass described on Wednesday 
as a “satanic" alliance. 

Another official daily, A1 
Thawra. said Israel s aim was 
to divide the region and encir- 
cle Syria and its key regional 
ally, Iran. 


sincere efforts to introduce permanent solutions that take 
into consideration both panics* interests and the higher 
interests of the region ” Judeh said in the statement, car- 
ried by the Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

This region, Judeh said, “cannot afford a new escalation 
that might lead to a new crisis at a lime when we sincere- 
ly endeavour to find a just, comprehensive and lasting 
solution that would prepare the ground for using regional 
resources to meet the needs of the region's peoples and 
provide them with an honourable life.” 

In reply to a question, the minister said Jordan was 
“ready to dedicate its good relations to serve the common 
Arab interests ” and to exert any possible effort to resolv- 
ing any crisis threatening the region’s stability. 


Egypt seeks to mediate 


CARO (AFP) — Egypt's President Hosni Mubarak called his 
Syrian counterpart Hafez Assad on Saturday us part of an Egypt- 
ian bid to calm mounting tensions between Syria and Turkey. 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa said. 

“President Mubarak telephoned President Assad and he is also 
planning to contact Turkish President Suleyman Demirel," 
Musa told reporters following a meeting here with the Turkish 
ambassador to Egypt, Yassar Yakis. 

Musa said he had given the Turkish envoy “a message from 
President Mubarak for Mr. Demirel,” but did not divulge its con- 
tents. 

The Egyptian foreign minister said he had told Yakis that *len- 
sions are already high in the Middle East and there is no need to 
use force to resolve differences between Damascus and 
Ankara." 

Yakis replied that Ankara “was still waiting for a response 
from Syria to its offer to try to work out the differences between 
the two countries." 

Yakis said Saturday that Israel “had nothing to do” with the 
Syrian-Turkish conflict and that “the biggest problem is Syrian 
support for terrorism, which threatens the territorial integrity of 
Turkey.” 

Asked about the possibility of a Turkish attack on Syria, Yakis 
said “the Turkish defence minister said our country would not 
rake the initiative of launching a military incursion inio Syrian 
territory.” 

Musa expressed concern about the growing tensions and said 
they “must be dealt with in a political and diplomatic frame- 
work.” 

‘Turkey is above all a Middle Eastern country with which we 
have numerous tics and Syria is a fraternal Arab counDy and we 
are concerned about its interests ” he said. 

“We are going to do our best to put a stop to the deterioration 
in relations between the two countries." 

“You cannot resort to force in such disputes because there are 
other ways of settling things or at least of calming the situation 
so that a solution can be found,” he said. 


Iraq: U.N. prestige damaged by U.S., Israeli control 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — In the 
continuing war of words over 
UN. weapons inspections in 
Iraq. Baghdad on Saturday 
said the UN. must recover its 
damaged prestige by distanc- 
ing itself from V.S. and Israeli 
control 

The United Nations and its 
secretary general are today 
facing their most difficult test 
because of the international 
organisation’s weakness and 
impotence due to the hegemo- 
ny of the United States and the 
Zionists,” said the official 
newspaper Babel, run by the 
elder son of President Saddam 
Hussein, Uday. 

“Iraq's firm resolve offers 


the United Nations a golden 
opportunity for it to restore its 
prestige and regild its coat of 
arms, far from American- 
Zionisi hegemony," it said. 

The paper called on the 
U.N. to “be fair to Iraq and its 
positive attitude." underlining 
that it was not asking for “rec- 
ompense but a reasonable and 
responsible response." 

The AJ Iraq newspaper 
called on “the international 
community, particularly the 
permanent members of the 
U.N. Security Council, to lis- 
ten to their appeals” and adopt 
an attitude “based on justice 
and equity in order to pul 
things back on the right 


track.” 

Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz on Friday unex- 
pected!)' announced that he 
was extending talks in New 
York aimed af ending a stand- 
off over UN. weapons 
inspections. 

Western diplomats say that 
Aziz has been discussing with 
U.N. Secretary General Kofi 
Annan the contents of a 
“comprehensive review" that 
Iraq hopes will lead to the lift- 
ing of eight-year sanctions in 
place since the 1990 Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Aziz is pressing for a clear- 
ly defined timetable and has 
been sounding out council 


members — all except the 
U.S. delegation that refused to 
meet him — to assess whether 
the proposals for a review are 
serious and substantive. 

“After all the sacrifices that 
Iraq has mode in the hope that 
the Security Council will 
review a lifting of the sanc- 
tions. we will no longer toler- 
ate injustice," the A1 
Jumhouriya newspaper said 
Saturday. 

The UN. Security Council 
has stressed that before the 
review can get under way. the 
U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) on disarming 
Iraq and the International 
Atomic Energy Agency must 


report that they have folly 
resumed their disarmament 
work in Iraq, including 
inspections. 

Aziz is also pressing Annan 
to look into alleged links 
between UNSCOM and 
Israeli intelligence services 
following claims mode by for- 
mer weapons inspector Scon 
Ritter. 

Ritter, who resigned front 
UNSCOM in August told the 
Tel Aviv daily Haaretz on 
Tuesday that Israeli intelli- 
gence provided essential help 
in unmasking Iraq's conceal- 
ment of its chemical, biologi- 
cal and nuclear weapons pro- 
grammes. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, on Saturday receives Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) Executive Committee Secretary Mahmoud Abbas at 
the Royal Court. 

Prince briefed by Abbas 
on talks in Washington 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasson, the Regent, 
on Saiurday received at the 
Royal Court Secretary of 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation's ( PLO ) 
Executive Committee Mah- 
moud Abbas, Abu Mazen. 

The meeting, which 
comes within the frame- 
work of continued Jordan- 
ian-Palestinian consulta- 
tions and coordination, 
focused on the latest efforts 
exerted to overcome obsta- 
cles impeding the peace 


process. 

Abbas briefed the Crown 
Prince on efte recent meet- 
ings in Washington 
between • Palestinian and 
Israeli officials to put an 
end to the faltering peace 
talks. 

Prince Hassan reiterated 
Jordan’s support for the 
Palestinian people in their 
endeavours to regain their 
legitimate rights, stressing 
the need to achieve a break- 
through in the staJem3ied 
peace talks. 

The Regent stressed the 


need for bringing about a 
breakthrough in the peace 
process to push it forward 
in order to establish a just, 
comprehensive and durable 
peace that secures the rights 
of all parties. 

Attending the meeting 
were Minister of Culture 
and Youth and Acting For- 
eign Minister Talal Sata’an 
A1 Hassan, the Palestinian 
Ambassador to the King- 
dom Omar Khatib as well 
as Director of the Jordanian 
Representation Office in 
Gaza Ziyad Majali. 


Israeli- 
Palestinian 
steering 
committee 
to meet 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A 
steering committee for the 
Israeli-Paiestiniun negotia- 
tions is to hold its first 
meeting on Sunday for sev- 
eral months, the Israeli 
news agency him reported 
Saturday. 

The committee is headed 
by chief Palestinian nego- 
tiator Saeb Erekat and 
Israeli Cabinet Secretary 
Danny Naveh. 

The meeting is to discuss 
questions linked to a long- 
overdue agreement on an 
Israeli withdrawal from 13 
per cent more of the West 
Bank. 

They include the opening 
of an airport and a seaport 
in the Gaza Strip, safe pas- 
sage between the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank 
and the creation of an 
industrial zone at one of the 
crossing points between the 
Gaza Scrip and Israel. 




Cases of students hospitalised after receiving 
inoculation not unusual — investigating committee 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

AMMAN : — Physicians investi- 
gating the cases of hundreds of stu- 
dents who were hospitalised last 
week after receiving immunisation 
shots described the incidents as not 
unusual on Saiurday. 

President of the Jordan Medical 
Association Bassem Dajani said 
after a meeting of the special 
investigating co mm ittee on last 
week's vaccination scare that both 
the symptoms presented by the 
students referred to hospital and 
the frequency of cases of high sus- 


ceptibility to the diphtheria and 
tetanus vaccines fell within the 
norm. 

“We reviewed the available dara 
and concluded that the symptoms 
were not unusual," Dajani said 
referring io the fever, nausea, 
dizziness, and headache of which 
589 students from all over ihe 
country, mostly tenth-graders, 
complained between Monday and 
Thursday. . . 

Experts from the health ministry 
had previously conceded that the 
frequency of the cases was high, 
but Dajani on Saturday said that 


"looking at the [medical J literature 
[on vaccinations] not even the fre- 
quency appears unusual.” 

However, the investigating com- 
mittee, promptly set up by Health 
Minister Nayel Ajlouni as soon as 
the first cases of students falling ill 
were reported, was still collecting 
data on the incidents, Dajani said. 

The committee, including 
experts from the public sector and 
international agencies such as the 
World Health Organisation and the 
United Nations Children's Fund 
— which donated the D&T vac- 
cines to the health ministry last 


year — will assess the reasons 
behind the incidents after the com- 
pletion of laboratory tests it 

ordered last week. 

Dajani confirmed local press 
reports appeared yesterday that 
some samples of the D&T vac- 
cines had been sent to Switzerland 
for further laboratory’ tests, and 
added that the investigation “will 
take some rime." 

More than 25,000 students were 
inoculated in the national immuni- 
sation campaign, which was 
launched by the Ministry of Health 
on Sept. 16 and suspended last 


week pending the release of the 
findings of the investigating com- 
mittee. 

Officials trying to explain the 
incidents cited as possible reasons 
the “mislabelling” of the vials, 
manufactured by a Hungarian 
pharmaceutical company under 
Canadian licence, or their contam- 
ination with traces of vaccines for 
other diseases, such as whooping 
cough. 

They excluded improper refrig- 
eration or storage of the vials and 
the possibility that the serum had 
expired. 


PNA urges Israel 
to approach talks 
without ‘tricks’ 


GAZA CITY [AP> — In 
advance of a visit next 
week by U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright, 
Palestinians on Saturday 
urged Israel to avoid 
“delaying tricks” they said 
have so far prevented the 
two sides from reaching an 
accord. 

Meanwhile, a small-scale 
clash broke out Saiurday in 
the divided West Bank 
town of Hebron, where 
Israeli soldiers fired rubber- 
coated metal bullets at a 
small group of stone-throw- 
ers. 

It has been a tense week 
in Hebron, which is home 
to 450 Jewish settlers and 
130,000 Palestinians and a 
frequent flashpoint for vio- 
lence. 

On Friday, seven Pales- 
tinians were injured, one 
seriously, in clashes with 
Israeli soldiers. The Israeli- 
controlled centre of Hebron 
has been under curfew 
since Wednesday, when 
two grenades were thrown 
at Israeli security forces, 
wounding 22 people. 

Albright is to arrive in the 
Middle East on Tuesday for 
two days of talks to prepare 
for a summit meeting in 
Washington on Oct. 15-19. 

Palestinian negotiator 
Saeb Erekat said Friday 
that the United States was 
trying to coax a pledge 
from’ Israel to ease settle- 
ment activity' in exchange 
for assurances from the 
Palestinians that they will 
not encourage illegal con- 
struction. 

The Palestinian cabinet, 
meanwhile, said it would 
call on its negotiators to 
“work with ail their ability'” 
to reach an accord. But in a 
statement Saturday follow- 
ing their late-night meeting 
on Friday. Palestinian min- 


isters also called on Israel 
to approach the new’ round 
of talks “without the delay- 
ing tricks of the past.” 
Israeli officials have said 
U.S.-brokered talks earlier 
this week brought some 
advances toward a deal for 
an Israeli pullback from the 
West Bank. 

The latest peace efforts 
are shadowed by what 
Israel says is the serious 
danger of new attacks by 
Islamists. 

Israel closed its borders 
with the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip to try to stave 
off what Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai said 
were plans for an “unprece- 
dented, horrific" attack. 

The Islamist group 
Hamas, which has killed 
scores of Israelis in suicide 
bombings since 1994, 
vowed to carry out attacks 
after Israeli soldiers killed 
two of the group's leaders. 
Iasi month. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
warned Friday that security 
forces could not be totally 
effective in combating ter- 
ror groups. 

“We have to know that, 
during this fight, we will 
take some blows," 
Netanyahu said on public 
television. “We are working 
against those murderers so 
there will be less attacks or 
none at all.” Israeli govern- 
ment spokesman Moshe 
Fogel said the Palestinian 
National Authority has 
taken sporadic steps to con- 
trol Hamas, but “it's far 
short of what we would 
like.” Fogel warned that an 
attack would hurt the peace 
process. In the past, Israel 
has suspended talks with 
the Palestinians after large- 
scale attacks by Palestinian 
Islamists. 
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‘Rebels kill six in Algeria’ 


ALGIERS (R) — Islamists 
slashed the throats of six 
people in new anaeks on 
two Algerian villages, local 
dailies said on Saturday. 

Guerrillas stormed a farm- 
ing community near Kherais 
Miliana town, 90 kilometres 
southwest of Algiers, on 
Thursday, and cut the 
throats of three peasants, 
said the French-language Le 
Matin daily. 

The newspaper said rebels 
carried out several similar 
raids in the past week 
throughout Am Delia 
province where Khemis 


Miliana is located to “sow 
terror* among the local pop- 
ulation. 

Le Matin, which gave no 
more details on the raids, 
did not say how many peo- 
ple were killed in these 
reported attacks. There was 
no immediate comment 
available from independent 
or official sources on the 
report. 

Three civilians were killed 
also on Thursday by having 
their throats slashed in 
another rebel attack in Mila 
area. 300 kilometres east of 
the Algerian capital, said A1 


Khabar daily. 

It said the three victims 
were members of one fami- 
ly. The rebel assailants 
broke into their home and 
cut their throats before they 
fled into woods nearby. A1 
Khabar said. 

Thousands of civilians 
have been killed in mas- 
sacres in the past 18 months, 
mostly in rich farm lands 
around Algiers and in west- 
ern Algeria. 

The government blamed 
Islamist guerrillas for the 
carnage. 

In another incident, troops 


shot dead two Isl amis t gun- 
men and captured two oth- 
ers on Thursday when they 
stormed a rebel hideout in 
A1 Harrouch village in the 
coastal eastern Skikda 
province, 340 kilometres 
from Algiers, said A1 Watan. 

More than 65.000 people 
have died in Algeria since 
1992 when the North 
African country plunged 
into violence following the 
cancellation of a general 
election in which radical 
Islamists bad taken a com- 
manding lead, according to 
Western estimates. 


Nicosia has no comment on 
reports it shelved missiles 


Exiled 

opposition 

reports 

Bahrain 

new 

arrests 

LONDON (R) — An 
exiled Bahraini opposition 
group said on Saturday 
that police had used tear 
gas and beaten people at a 
mass gathering to com- 
memorate the death of a 
Bahraini Shiite Muslim. 

The London-based 
Bahrain Freedom Move- 
ment also said in a state- 
ment that police had 
arrested several young 
people in various parts of 
the Gulf Arab island. 

"Tear gas and rubber 
bullets were used on the 
crowds of people who 
have taken part in the 
commemoration... of the 
death of Mohammad A1 
Savah" in Bahrain's small 
island of Sitra. the state- 
ment said. 

U said Sayah. 28. died in 
hospital of cancer which 
he had developed in deten- 
tion. The statement did not 
give the dates of Sayah ’s 
death and the memorial 
gathering. 

Police had also raided 
the house of Yousef 
Ahmad Yousef, a teacher, 
and subjected his 19-year- 
old son Ahmad to “a brutal 
beating in front of his fam- 
ily," the statement said. 

It said 12 Shiites, most 
of them under 20. had 
been arrested last month. 
Another Shiite. I S-year- 
old Zuhair Noob. was 
arrested on Friday. It gave 
no reasons for the arrests. 

Members of the island's 
majority Shiite communi- 
ty have launched sporadic 
protests, bombings and 
arson attacks since 
December 1 994 to 
demand political and eco- 
nomic reforms by the 
Sunni-led government. 
The campaign has abated 
recently. 


NICOSIA (AFP) — The 
Cyprus government refused 
to comment Saturday on 
Turirish-Cypriot claims that 
it had indefinitely post- 
poned deployment of con- 
troversial ground-to-air 
missiles in the south of the 
divided island. 

“We have decided to 
make no comment on this 
issue.” said government 
spokesman Christos 

Stylianides. 

Turkish-Cypriot lender 
Rauf Denktash said in New 
York Friday that the 
island's internationally- 
recognised Greek-Cypriot 
government had decided to 
shelve delivery of the 
advanced S-300 missiles. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
Parliamentary speaker Ali 
Akbar Nateq-Nouri is expect- 
ed in Italy on Sunday on the 
first leg of an eight-day trip 
that will also take Him to 
Spain,, the official news 
agency IRNA said. 

Nateq-Nouri. a leader of the 
conservative faction in the 
Islamic republic, will hold 
meetings in Rome with kalian 
President Luigi Scalfaro and 
Prime Mirnker Romano 
Prodl IRNA said. 

He will then go to Spain, 
where he will meet King Juan 
Carlos, Prime Minister Jose- 
Maria Aznar and Spanish 
deputies, IRNA added 


ALEXANDRIA (R) — An 
Egyptian court on Saturday 
softened the charges against 
a nurse who was sentenced 
to death for killing a patient 
but whose case is being 
retried, court sources said. 

They said the court in the 
Mediterranean city of 
Alexandria charged Aida 
Noureddin Mohammad Abu 
Zeid with accidentally 


“Everybody that I have 
contacted believed that the 
missiles will not come," he 
told a news conference at 
the United Nations. 

“No matter what declara- 
tions [Cypriot President 
Glafcos] Clerides makes, it 
appears that he has assured 
everybody that the missiles 
will not come, so we'll wait 
and see.” 

The Cyprus government 
ordered the missiles from 
Russia early last year but 
Ankara has repeatedly 
threatened to destroy them 
if they are deployed, saying 
they would threaten Turk- 
ish Cypriots in the north of 
the island as well as Turkey 
itself. 


Nateq-Nouri will be accom- 
panied by a delegation of MPs 
and Deputy Foreign Minister 
Morteza Sarmadi. who looks 
after European affairs. 

Italian Foreign Minister 
Lamberto Dini confirmed on 
Thursday that both Iranian 
President Mohammad Khata- 
mi and Foreign Minister 
Kama! Kharazi will visit Italy 
in the coming months. 

Kharazi will visit “this 
autumn” and Khatami “a few 
months after,” Dini said on the 
sidelines of the U.N. General 
Assembly in New York after a 
meeting with his Iranian 
counterpart 

Dini visited Tehran in 


killing the patient by unwit- 
tingly giving him a lethal 
injection. 

It also dropped previous 
charges that she had tried to 
kill 29 others to take 
revenge on a doctor wbo did 
not return her affections and 
who was treating those 
patients. 

The sources said the next 
hearing would take place on 


Clerides told the U.N. 
General Assembly last 
month thar Cyprus would 
not renounce its “sovereign 
right to strengthen its 
defence with wbat it con- 
siders necessary for as long 
as Turkish occupation 
forces remain in Cyprus.” 

The eastern Mediter- 
ranean island has been 
divided since Ankara invad- 
ed its northern third in 1974 
following a Greek-Cypriot 
coup in Nicosia aimed at 
uniting the island with 
Greece. 

Turkish Cypriots declared 
their own state in the north 
in 1983 but it is recognised 
only by Ankara, which sta- 
tions 35,000 troops there. 


March, and Prodi was there in 
June on an official visit 

Italian Foreign Trade Minis- 
ter Augusto Fantozzi is 
expected do visit Iran on Oct 6 
at the head of a trade mission. 

Iran and Spain traditionally 
have good relations and the 
Iranian foreign minister visit- 
ed Madrid in June. 

The Islamic republic named 
Hassan Shafli, formerly man- 
aging director at Iran Air. its 
new ambassador to Spain last 
month. 

Iran Air resumed its weekly 
flight from Tehran to Madrid 
in July after an eight-year 
break due to economic rea- 
sons. 


Nov. I and that the new 
charges carry a maximum 
penalty of seven years in 
jail. 

Abu Zeid, in her mid-20s, 
was sentenced to death in 
March after she was con- 
victed of actual and 
attempted murder, stealing 
drugs and forging hospital 
documents to cover the 
thefts. 


Iranian parliamentary 
speaker to visit Italy, Spain 


Egypt court starts retrial of nurse 


1 



VISITORS MARK 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF 1973 WAR: Arab visitors Saturday visit a former Israeli trench 
in the Sinai pe ninsula during commemorations marking the 25th anniversary of the October 1973 war (AfP 
photo) 


U.N. announces new indirect 


Cyprus talks to break deadlock 


NICOSIA (AP) — The 
top U.N. official in 
Cyprus announced Satur- 
day that she will embark 
on a series of separate 
meetings with the leaders 
of the war-divided island 
to try to break the dead- 
lock in direct reunifica- 
tion talks. 

The announcement fol- 
lows reports that Cyprus 
has agreed to delay again 
the controversial deploy- 
ment of Russian-made 
missiles. 

Dame Ann Hercus, the 
resident representative of 
the U.N. secretary gener- 
al, said that U.N. resolu- 
tions reject the partition of 


the island as the basis for 
a settlement. 

“Nevertheless it has to 
be the role of the impartial 
mediator to explore ideas 
and options.” she said. 

Otherwise, “the parties 
will continue confronting 
each other with their well- 
entrenched positions,” she 
told a news conference. 

The talks have been 
deadlocked since August 
last year following 
demands by Turkish 
Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash for the recogni- 
tion of his breakaway 
state in the island's Turk- 
ish-occupied north. 

His state is only recog- 


nised by Turkey, which 
invaded Cyprus in 1974 
following an abortive 
coup by supporters of 
union with Greece. 

Hercus said Denktash 
and Cyprus President 
Glafcos Clerides. the 
Greek Cypriot leader, 
agreed to have separate 
“confidential discussions" 
with her. The aim is “to 
explore how best a 
process might evolve or 
develop and what subjects 
might be discussed" in 
preparation for a resump- 
tion of the direct talks, she 
added. 

The new U.N. effort 
comes amid tension over 


Clerides* plan': for the 
deployment of Russian S- 
300 anti-aircraft missiles. 

Turkey has warned it 
will prevent their deploy- 
ment. Greece, in turn, said 
it would come to the aid 
of Cyprus if it is attacked. 

Diplomatic sources, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said Clerides 
has agreed to a further 
postponement of the 
arrival of the missiles, 
originally planned for 
July then November. 

The Cyprus government 
routinely refuses to com- 
ment on the date ofirtfte 
missiles’ deployment. . . 


End of Paris in Beirut marks the coming of Assad 


BEIRUT (AFP) — In a move that at 
least one city councilman said was 
not symbolic of weakening ties with 
France. Beirut announced Saturday 
it is renaming a major section of its 
famed seafront esplanade, the 
Avenue de Paris, after Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Assad. 

Acting Municipal Affairs Minister 
Bassem A1 Sabeh said that Beirut 
city council had decided to rename a 
stretch of the road to “pay homage 
to the efforts undertaken by Presi- 
dent Assad that allowed puning an 
end to the war in Lebanon, estab- 
lishing stability and commencing 
reconstruction.” 

Bordered by palm trees and curl- 
ing along the capital's seafront, the 
esplanade is the most beautiful in 
the city and a popular spot for a 
waterfront stroll. 

It was dubbed the Avenue de Paris 
during the French mandate in 


Lebanon (1920-1943). but its 
renaming should not be seen as a 
disavowal of Lebanon's close ties 
with France, said a member of the 
city council who asked not to be 
named. 

Avenue Hafez Assad will still turn 
into the Avenue Charles de Gaulle 
further up the road, and the council 
is also studying the possibility of 
naming another of the city’s streets 
after French President Jacques 
Chirac, he said. 

Several Lebanese newspapers, 
notably the Arab nationalist papers 
A1 Kifah. A1 Arabi and A1 Shira, 
have launched a campaign in recent 
weeks to rename streets named for 
foreigners "hostile to the Arab iden- 
tity of Lebanon.” 

Drawing particular ire are Beirut 
roads named for French figures in 
World War I. Georges Picot and 
General Gouraud. 


Picot was French high commis- 
sioner in Lebanon during the war. In 
1916 he negotiated the Sykes-Picot 
accords under which Britain and 
France shared out the Middle East 
after the fall of the Ottoman Empire. 

General Gouraud commanded the 
French army in the Middle East dur- 
ing the war and crushed the fledg- 
ling Arab kingdom of Syria in 1920 
by defeating the army of King Faisal 
at MeysaJoun on the Lebanese-Syri- 
an border. 

After his troops entered Syria, 
Gouraud proclaimed the creation of 
a Greater Lebanon by jo inin g the 
region of Mount Lebanon with 
neighbouring districts of Syria, a 
move Syrians strongly opposed. 

Syria is currently the most impor- 
tant powerbroker in Lebanon. It 
maintains some 35,000 troops there 
and Damascus virtually dictates the 
selection of the Lebanese president. 


1 IORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel. 47731 It -19 
| PROGRAMME TWO 
15:10 Cartoon — The Pink Pan- 
ther 

i 15:20 Cannon — The Pumpkin 
; Patch 

: 15:30 The Adventures of the 
. Black Stallion 

, 16:00 Discover the World of Ani- 
j mals 

16:30 .. VidKids 

' 17:00 The American Chart Show 
18:00 Drama — Bonne Esperance 
' 19:00 .................... — .J-e Journal 

i 19:15 French Programme — Sci- 
1 ence Magazine <E=M6l 

; 19:30 -...News Headlines 

19:35 Lite's Most Embarrassing 
• Moments 

20:00 Today's Environment — 
Secrets of Science 


20*30 Drama— Renegade 

21:00 .Farming and Ecology 

| 22:00 News in English 

22:30 Mini-series — Nut Cracker 
(Pi. 1) 

23*59 —End ofT. X. 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:10 Eajr 

: 05:27 (Sunrise) Duha 

.11:24 - -....Dhuhr 

! 14:46 — ‘Asr 

17:22 Maghreb 

18:39 'Isha 


CHURCHES 

5l Maiy of Nazareth Church 
■ Suettieh, Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


4632785 

St Joseph Church TeL 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624811. 

SL Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 56SS404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 58 1 1 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints TeL 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation TeL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Chnrdi of Presentation, Swei- 

Eeh TeL 5920146 

The Unlate Catholic Church 

TeL 4624757 

The English - I -angiiflge Catholic 
Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 

4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 
TeL 4771331 

The .Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
mew of Meteorology 
Relative warm weather conditions 
will prevail with clouds appearing 
at low altitudes particularly in the 
northern pans of the Kingdom 
and winds westerly moderate. In 
Aqaba, it will be relatively warm, 
winds northerly moderate, and 
seas calm. 

MEn/Max. temp. 


Aqaba. — 

22/35 

1504 

Jordan Valley. — 

. — 21/35 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 31, Aqaba 34 Humidity 

readings: Amman 32 
Aqaba 50 percent 

per cent 

Following ore the highest temper- 
atures expected today in the fol- 

lowing areas: 

Ajkrun - 

25 

Jerash 



31 


30 


32 

Dead Sea 

38 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 


AMMAN: 

Dr. KhaHAllhsluq „4757253 


Dr. Nasser Ibndum —5350432 

Dn Bolyai Bader 5332642 

Dr. Wafiq Qaddmni -...-4893542 

Fnas pharmacy .5661912 

A1 Asema pharmacy 4637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 4623672 

AJ Salam pharmacy 4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .... 4644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 4637660 

Najib pharmacy _5347632 

IRBXD; 

Dn IssamSaEh 246858 

A1 Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Walid Nabhan 3851743 

Khalifeh pharmacy 9S5417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Cenme.._....46371 1 1 
Cm! Defence Department 
—5661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

-4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency -1 99 

Rescue ftjfioe 192,4621111,4637777 

Fire Brigade — .4617101 

Blood Bank. 4775121 

Highway Police— .5343402 

Traffic Pblice. 4896390 

Public Security Dept 4630321 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints .5661 176 

\\h»&Se»«n^CfrppfainS 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

- - .478711 

1 

Telephone Information (directory 
assistance) 121 


Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 4623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs —.5661 101 

Jordan Television -4773 1 3 1 

Radio Jordan .47741 1 1 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority ...5SI5615 

Electric Power Co 463638 1 

RJ Flight In formation.... 44-5 3200 
Queen Alia IntL Airport ....44-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Special 
Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic. Abclli 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical CenireTeL 5 856856 

Luzrnito 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity. .4644281/6 

AkUeh Maternity. .4642441/2 

JabaJ Amman Maternity .. 4642362 

Maibas, J. Amman .4636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 5669131 

University Hospital -5353444 

AJ-Muasher Hospital ..5667227/9 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 36M 1 64/6 

I tab' an. Al-Muhajreen ..4777 101/3 

Al-Bashin .4775111/26 

Army, Marka -.4S9161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...5602240/50 

Amal Hospital -5674 1 55 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govl Hospital .(09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 
inownnsfin 
Ibn siria HospliaL (09)986732 


A1 Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn A1 Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital -.(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at die Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. (44) 
J32O0-J. where it should always he. 
verified. Information on other flights 
can be supplied on phone (44) 
(52700) 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:45 -...Lamaca (RJ) 

09:00 Bombay (RJ) 

09d)5 —JDhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 
09tiZ0 - Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

16:05 Brussels (RJ) 

16:40 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:50 J-ondon(RJ) 

1$:10 Athens (RJ) 

18:20 - .Paris (RJ) 

19*40 Rome (RJ) 


*9:40 Vienna (RJ) 

20= 10 Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

20:25 -Frankfurt. Berlin (RJ) 

00:50 Cairo tRJi 


07:55 Dub 

10:30 Sanaa, Ta 

10:30 — Kuwa 

11 JO jeddi 

11:50 ......... Moscc 

12:30 — — Abu Dhal 

1*40 Do! 

17:40 Be in 

18:00 pja 

19=00 .Tel Av 

20=00 Cair 

22:20 Istanb 

Lamac 

00:15 .-Amsterdam. Bein 

01:25 Athens, Bein; 

01:40 — Belgmcfa 

02:00 - R 0rr 

— Londa 


Royal Wings (RW) 

09:20 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 
and proceeding to Maka Airport 
(RW; 

09:35 ... .Tel Aviv (Q AlA ) (RW) 
17:00 Aqaba (arriving a Marka 
Airport) 

22:25 ... Aqaba ( arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 


departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
05:00 -Aqaba, Madrid (RJ) 


05:30 JLamaca (RJ) 

05:30 Aqaba, Paris (RJ) 

08:15 Frankfurt (RJ) 

11:15 Vienna (RJ) 

11:15 Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

1130 Rome(RJ) 

11:40 AmsterdarruNew York (RJ) • 

12:20 Athens (RJ) , 

12:25 Xorjdon /RJ)) 

20:40 JMew Delhi (RDj 

21:00 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

21:10 Cairo iRJ) ; 

21:30 —Jeddah (RJ) . 

21:35 Bangkok (RJ) 

22:45 .Sanaa (RJ) • 

23:30 ..Kuala Lumper, Jakarta (RJ) : 


Other Flights 

06 JO —..Paris (AF) 

06:35 ....Damascus, London (BA) 

08:55 Abu DhabL DubailBK) 

11:30 A1 Hudaidah (IY) 

11:45 Kuwait (KU) 

13:00 Jeddah (SV). 

13:10 Moscow (SU) 

13:25 Doha(GF) 

15:30. - -.-.-Doha (QR) 

19:00 _ .Beirut (ME) , 

19:45 .... .Tel Aviv (LY)‘ 

21:00 Cairo (MS); 

01:15 ....BeiraLAmstenJaralKL). 

02:40 .Belgrade (0k) I 

02:45 .Beirut, Athens (OA) 1 

03:00 -,,,-,-Rtyne (AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) i 

07:00 Aqaba (from Marka AirptXt) ; 
(RW) 

07:45 -Tel Aviv (from QAIA) (RW), 
08:30 Aqaba (from Marita Airport) j 
(RW) j 

20-JO Aqaba (from QAIA) (RW) ; L 
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Petra news 

agency 

to be given 

financial, 

administrative 

independence 

— Judeh 


AMMAN (Petra) — Infor- 
mation Minister Nasser 
Judeh announced Saturday 
that the Jordan New Agency, 
Petra, will be given financial 
and administrative indepen- 
dence to allow it to operate 
on a commercial basis. 

Daring a visit to Petra's 
offices, Judeh said his min- 
istry is planning to introduce 
a new system for the agency 
aimed at raising the perfor- 
mance of its staff and 
enabling it to operate on 
commercial basis similar to a 
scheme adopted by the Jor- 
dan Radio and Television 
Corporation. 

Judeh called for coordina- 
tion between the corporation 
and Petra so that a single 
reporter covets events in the 
govemoraies instead of sepa- 
rate reporters. 

He said the Information 
Ministry is determined to 
enforce laws prohibiting its 
media employees from 
working for other organisa- 
tions at the same time. 

He noted that among the 
causes of the poor perfor- 
mance of government 
employees is that many of 
them are engaged in other 
jobs in violation of the law 
and the Civil Service Com- 
mission's regulations. 

Judeh urged Petra journal- 
ists to focus more attention 
on issues of concern to the 
public, their daily lives and 
their aspirations, adding that 
more emphasis should be put 
on issues rather than persons. 

He said more attention 
should be given to the peo- 
ple’s issues and concerns in 
the govemoraies and not on 
government officials. He also 
underlined the need to train 
Petra journalists to improve 
their efficiency and perfor- 
mance. 

Pena Director Abdullah 
Bourn briefed the minister 
on the agency's plans for 
development and modernisa- 
tion. 





‘Egypt to cooperate fully with local 
labour market organisation’ 


MOHAMMAD VISITS MINISTRY: His Royal Highness Prince Moham- 
m ?u r * p 6 ”??? 3 ! representative of His Majesty King Hussein, Satnrday speaks 
with Intenor Minister Nayef Qadi following a visit to the ministry- Prince ‘Moham- 
mad was brtefed on the recent procedures adopted by the ministry to regulate the 
Jordanian labour market (Petra photo) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Egypt- 
ian Ambassador to Jordan 
Hani Riyad on Saturday 
said the Jordanian govern- 
ment’s measures to organ- 
ise the local labour market 
will be respected by the 
Egyptian government. 

Speaking after a meeting 
with Labour Minister 
Mahdi Farhan to discuss 
plans to deal with unem- 
ployment and replace guest 
workers with Jordanians, 
Riyad said Egypt will fully 
cooperate with the govern- 
ment in implementing a 
Jordani an-Egypti an agree- 
ment on the employment of 
Egyptian workers. 

Farhan told the ambas- 
sador that the government's 
measures are not directed 


specifically at Egyptian 
workers but rather apply to 
all foreign workers without 
discrimination. 

The labour law stipulates 
that workers must obtain a 
permit prior to entry in the 
country and can only be 
employed in areas open to 
non-Jordanians. 

The ambassador said the 
new measures will benefit 
Egyptian workers if they 
are’ legally employed 
because their rights will be 
well protected. 

He said he agreed with 
Farhan on maintaining con- 
tacts to deal with any obsta- 
cles that could impede the 
implementation of the new 
measures. 

Riyad also called on the 


Specialised substance abuse centre to open later this year 


By Suha Ma’ayeh 

MAHES — A state-run 
centre specialised in drug- 
related problems will open 
its doors later this year to 
offer treatment to Jordanian 
and Arab subs'tance 
abusers. Health Ministry 
officials said Saturday. 

The JD4.5 million 
National Centre for Drug 
Addiction, located in Shafa 
Badran, near Amman, is 
being partly financed by 
the European Union, they 
added. 

Its 10 various depart- 
ments. built on 125 
dunums, will focus on 
offering comprehensive 
psychological and social 
treatment to help change 
the lifestyle and behaviour 
of substance abusers. 

Although no exact figures 
are available, dependency 
on alcohol is the most com- 
mon form of substance 
abuse in Jordan, followed 
by sedatives and drugs such 
as marijuana, opium and 
heroin, officials say. 

Some doctors say current 
traditional help offered by 
the police’s Anti-Narcotics 
Department and the 
Mabes-based National 
Centre for Mental Health is 
not yielding the aspired 
“positive results” because 
the programme is not 
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what’s going on 


DARAT AL FUNUN SUMMER 98 FESTIVAL 

“Summer 98” cultural activities at Darat A1 Funun, 
Jabal Weibdeh, to last until Oct. 8, include: 

EXHIBITIONS 

* 50 years of graphic art from Lebanon and works 
by Jordanian artist Sahel. Hiari at the Main House. 

* Works by Iraqi artist Samer Usama and by Jor- 
danian artist Said Haddadin at the Blue House. 

* Installation works by Jordanian artist Sairua 
Zaru at the Byzantine Church. 

* Exhibition of photographs "Memory of a Place” 
by Jordanian artist Hussein Da’seh at the Museum. 

FILM 

* “Diva” at the French Cultural Centre, Jabal 
Weibdeh on Monday Oct. 5 at 6:30 p.m. and 8:30 
p.m. 

CONCERTS 

* Concert marking International Tourism Day at 
the Odiom Auditorium, near the Hashemite Square 
on Monday Oct. 5 at 7:00 p.m. 

* Classical and jazz music by Ilcectrob of Ger- 
many at the Royal Cultural Centre on Monday Oct. 
5 at 8:00 p.m. 

lectures 

* “The Generation of 1898 and the Spanish Con- 
temporary Literature” (in Arabic) by Dr. Antoine 
Khater at the Faculty of Arts, University of Jordan 

at 1:00 p.m. 

* “Globalisation and the Cultural Identity (in 
Arabic) by A1 Tayib Tizini at Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Foundation. Jabal Amman on Monday Oct. 
5 at 6:30 p.m.. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Paintings by Iraqi artist Talal Mikha il at the 
Royal Cultural Centre, until Oct. 8. 

* Amman Seventh International Book Exhibit at 
the City Hall, Ras A! ‘Ain, until Oct. 10. 

* Works by graduates of the Arts Centre (including 
ceramics, paintings, and sculpture) at the centre, 
Mahmoud Irani St (Tel. 5529619), until Oct. 8. 


focusing enough on the 
psychological and behav- 
ioural aspects of drug 
abuse. 

The AND said last 
December that drug use 
had increased dramatically 
over the last few years with 
over 3,000 citizens suffer- 
ing from drug dependency. 

“In many cases, patients 
suffer relapses because cur- 
rent treatment focuses 
mainly on detoxification” 
said Mahmoud S hari f. a 
specialist in psychiauy and 
substance abuse treatment 
at the NCMH. 

"Even though there are 
support and group therapy 
sessions that are held at the 
centre three times a week, 
there is no follow-up on the 
cases.” added Jaial Qardan, 
NCMH general manager 
and head of the psychiatric 
department at the Health 
Ministry. 

Strict social taboos dis- 
courage many substance 
abusers from seeking treat- 
ment. 

Sharif and other senior 
clinical psychologists are 
currently training the new 
hospital's 60-strong team at 
the NCMH. The staff 
includes behaviour special- 
ists. occupational thera- 
pists, psychiatric nurses 
and specialists in substance 
abuse treatment. 


Surviving on limited staff 
and funds, the centre will 
offer a two-phase treatment 
to patients, Sharif said. 

“In the first stage, sub- 
stance abusers wilPundcrgo 
a two-week detoxification 
period during which they 
will be put on medication 
inside the hospital to com- 
bat withdrawal symptoms ” 
Sharif told the Jordan 
Times. 

Group therapy sessions 
and individual psychother- 
apy will be offered during 
the second phase of treat- 
ment. 

“Behavioural treatment... 
a change of attitude will 
render positive results, and 
this can be achieved 
through lectures, individual 
psychotherapy, group ther- 
apy sessions and religious 
advice,” Sharif explained. 

Weekly treatment ses- 
sions. including a monthly 
follow-up. will be offered 
to discharged patients. 

Many psychiatrists said 
treatment of substance 
abuse is not always guaran- 
teed. Hence, prevention 
programmes should be 
integrated inro school cur- 
ricula to raise the aware- 
ness of youngsters about 
the complications that 
could arise from substance 
abuse. 

Rapid socio-economic 


changes, the Kingdom’s 
openness to foreign coun- 
tries and thousands of Jor- 
danians who travel abroad 
to continue their higher 
education are blamed by 
doctors and sociologists on 
the rising number of drug 
users. 

In addition, Jordan's geo- 
graphic location between 
countries supplying and 
consuming drugs has lured 
many drug smugglers who 
often dump some of their 
goods on the local market. 
Many Western govern- 
ments are helping Jordan's 
narcotics department 
decrease the volume of 
drugs reaching them via 
Jordan. 

Information Minister 
Nasser Judeh told a press 
conference early last month 
that the amount of heroin 
seized by the AND from 
1996 to 1998 equalled the 
amount seized during the 
previous 20 years, thanks 
to new measures taken by 
the department. 

In 1996, the AND 
brought 326 drug-related 
cases before the authori- 
ties: 556 Jordanians and 
100 other nationals were 
involved. In that year, 
1 ,349 kilogrammes of 
hashish. 67.1 kg of opium, 
1.1 kg of cocaine and 
around 25 million pills. 


including tranquillisers and 
stimulants, were also 
seized. 

In 1997, 492 drug cases 
were prosecuted; in these 
701 Jordanians and 102 
other nationals were report- 
ed to have been involved. 
In the same year, S94 kg of 
hashish. 82 kg of heroin, 22 
kg of opium. 237 grammes 
of cocaine and around two 
million pills were seized. 

This year, the department 
has so far prosecuted 336 
drug-related cases involv- 
ing^ 1 Jordanians and 48 
other nationals. The depart- 
ment has seized 33 kg of 
hashish and 29 kg of hero- 
in. 

The rehabilitation centre, 
set by the department in 
1994, has treated 283 sub- 
stance abuse patients from 
1995 to 1998, officials said. 

Thirteen were under the 
age of 20, 161 were 

between 20 and 29, 75 
were 30-39, 32 were 

between 40 and 49 and 
three were over 50 years 
old. 

A 15-member technical 
committee chaired by the 
minister of social develop- 
ment and grouping mem- 
bers from several min- 
istries, NGOs and the AND 
is setting a national plan to 
curb substance abuse, 
according to Sharif. 


Lobby group urges deputies to work 
toward freezing ties with Israel 


By Francesca Ciriad 

AMMAN — A popular 
lobby group fighting “ nor- 
malisation" with Israel on 
Saturday urged Lower House 
deputies to follow up on their 
recent request that die gov- 
ernment freeze ties with the 
Jewish stale. 

The executive committee 
of the Jordanian Popular 
Conference for Safeguarding 
the Homeland and Con- 
fronting Normalisation, 
headed by Islamist leader 


Ishaq Farhan, called on 
deputies to take all measures 
available under the Constitu- 
tion, the National Charter, 
and Lower House regula- 
tions to activate last month’s 
statement against normalisa- 
tion. 

Fifty-three deputies on 
Sept. 23 presented a unified 
statement during the debate 
on the vote of confidence to 
die new government of 
Prime Minister Fayez 
Thrawneh “demand[ing] a 
halt to normalisation with 


Israel, as we see this process 
is only serving Israel’s inter- 
ests.” 

The move was viewed as 
particularly significant 
because three parliamentary 
blocs in addition to indepen- 
dent 3fld opposition figures 
put their weight behind the 
motion. 

Palestinian-Israeii negotia- 
tions have been deadlocked 
for 20 months, and the 
Lower House's demand for 
halting normalisation was 
interpreted by many as a fur- 


ther signal that Jordanians 
were becoming more and 
more impatient and frustrat- 
ed with Israel’s intransigence 
towards the Palestinians. 

“Public opinion and the 
popular conference consider 
it only natural that deputies 
will now follow up on this 
declared position, which 
reflects die beliefs of not 
only the majority of the 180- 
member] House, but of the 
people as well,” Farhan said 
in a press release issued yes- 
terday. 


Seminar finds ‘shame culture/ high 
costs preventing psychiatric treatment 


By Munther Murjan 

AMMAN — Many Jordanians appear 
to shun the idea of visiting psychia- 
trists because of a prevailing “culture 
of shame” and relatively high treat- 
ment costs, participants at a recent 
seminar said. 

The seminar, entitled “Fear of Visit- 
ing Psychiatrists,” also stressed that 
most health insurance firms do not 
fully cover the cost of psychiatric 
treatment 

‘The problem is that Jordanian soci- 
ety regards those suffering from psy- 
chiatric disorders as having problems 
with their personalities instead of 
looking at it as a purely medical prob- 
lem,” Mohammad Kannon, head of the 
Jordanian Association of Psychiatrists, 
rold the gathering held late last month. 

“People try their best to conceal their 
psychiatric problemfs] and avoid visit- 
ing a psychiatrist until it is too late for 
treatment or it reaches a very difficult 
point.” he added. 

There are no official figures on the 
Dumber of Jordanians receiving some 
form of psychiatric help, but several 
hundred visit doctors at private clinics. 
In a society where the per capita 
income is $1,400, however, paying 


JDI0-2G for a 10-minute session is 
outside the reach of many Jordanians. 

“The ‘shame culture’ is the main rea- 
son behind the reluctance of people to 
seek professional psychiatric help 
when it is needed,” the headmistress of 
a private school in Amman told the 
audience. 

She said he had come across several 
cases of worried parents and frantic 
students who decided to shun psychi- 
atric help because they were worried 
of what others would say and think 
about them. 

Mazin Rashid, manager ar the 
National Centre for Psychiatric 
Health, said that in some cases, fami- 
lies had even cried to discourage their 
members from becoming professional 
psychiatrists. 

“When 1 wanted to specialise in psy- 
chiatry, my parents and my wife stood 
against me.” he said. 

“Secrecy and the need to protect the 
patient's privacy is enforced in our 
profession much more than in other 
medical professions,” argued Kannan. 
“I would not even tell the brother of a 
patient what is wrong with him.” 

Under Jordanian law, it is illegal to 
discriminate against psychiatric 
patients, including denying them 


employment opportunities. 

“Unlike widely held beliefs, there is 
nothing in the law that could be used 
against them,” Kannan added. 

Others at the seminar blamed soci- 
ety's negative image of psychiatrists 
on the media, which they said portrays 
physicians as “eccentrics” who nor- 
mally use shock therapy to treat their 
patients. 

“The media is responsible for this 
negative stereotyping of psychiatrists,” 
said Tareq Kannan, another physician 
who attended the seminar. 

The seminar also looked into ways 
of encouraging general physicians to 
identify patients who need psychiatric 
treatment to help them cut down on 
costs of conducting further medical 
tests for problems that normally result 
from a psychiatric situation. 

The level of public-administered 
psychiatric treatment in Jordan has 
come a long way over the past years, 
participants said, with a hospital bed 
per patient and segregated wings for 
men and women at the National Cen- 
tre for Psychiatric Treatment in 
Fuheis. 

“We have more open-minded profes- 
sionals now and we have better facili- 
ties ” said Rashid. 


Egyptian community in 
Jordan to adjust to Jordan- 
ian laws and regulations 
concerning employment 
and to cooperate fully with 
the authorities. 

More than 100,000 
Egyptian workers have 
already met the new regula- 
tions and obtained valid 
work permits. 

Also Saturday, Public 
Security Department Direc- 
tor Nasouh Muhieddin said 
his department will enforce 
the residency and aliens 
laws in line with the gov- 
ernment’s reorganisation of 
the labour market. 

At a meeting attended by 
directors of police depart- 
ments in the govemorates 
and heads of border posts 


around the country, 
Muhieddin said visitors to 
the country who wish to 
work should obtain work 
and residence permits 
before they are employed. 

Employers haw the 
responsibility of ensuring 
that they employ legal 
workers, who Muhieddin 
said should carry the 
required permits wherever 
they go. 

Unemployment has been 
officially estimated at about 
15 per cent, while indepen- 
dent sources say it could be 
as high as 27 per cent. An 
estimated 300,000 to 
500,000 workers live in the 
country, of whom only 
about 40 per cent hold valid 
permits. 


Leftist deputy to defend 
vote of confidence 
in government 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

.AMMAN — The opposi- 
tion will hear Deputy 
Mohammad Ouran. secre- 
tary general of the leftist 
Arab Land Party, explain 
his vote of confidence in 
the government of Fayez 
Tarawneh at a special 
meeting on Monday. 

Sources said Ouran and 
his party could face expul- 
sion from the Higher Com- 
mittee for Coordination 
Among Opposition Parties 
if the Tafileh deputy fails to 
convince his fellow opposi- 
tion leaders on the reasons 
behind his support for the 
Tarawneh government in 
the Sept. 24 confidence 
vote. 

Ouran provoked an 
uproar in the ranks of Jor- 
dan’s 13 opposition parties 
when he joined 63 other 
deputies, including 

Islamists Abdullah Akaileh 
and Mohammad Azaydeh, 
in giving a thumbs-up to 
Tarawneh ’s 23-member 
Cabinet. 

“What mostly enraged 
many [in the opposition] is 
that he took the decision 
without consulting other 
Higher Committee mem- 
bers” said Salem Nahhas. 
leader of the leftist Hashd 
party. 

But Ouran did not appear 


w’orried on Saturday and 
said he did not feel he 
would be put “on trial.” 

“It is their right to ask 
and my right to answer,” he 
said, adding that his party, 
which fully supported the 
decision to vote in favour 
of the government, will 
soon issue an open letter 
explaining its position on 
the issue. 

“We made a decision 
based on what we thought 
was right.” 

Ouran said his defence 
before the Higher Commit- 
tee will hinge on the fact 
that halting normalisation 
with Israel and calling on 
all Arab countries to break 
the eight-year embargo 
against Iraq were among 
the demands presented by 
the group of 53 deputies he 
joined in a unified confi- 
dence statement. 

‘The party considers 
these as priorities, and we 
wanted to give the govern- 
ment a chance to do some- 
thing good in these two 
directions,” Ouran told the 
Jordan Times. 

He also stressed that the 
confidence granted to the 
government by the 53 
deputies was conditional 
on a parliamentary review 
of the Cabinet's perfor- 
mance after a six-month 
period. 


Delegation to attend 
Arab housing 
conference in Rabat 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
will participate in a confer- 
ence in the Moroccan city 
of Rabat this week to marie 
Arab Habiiai Day, one 
went under an international 
day to be observed this year 
under the title 'Towards 
More Secure Cities.” 

The director of the Hous- 
ing and Urban Develop- 
ment Corporation. Yousef 
Hiyasat, said Arab dele- 
gates to the Ocl 5-7 confer- 
ence have set an agenda 
focusing on means of deal- 
ing with habitat challenges 
in the 21st century. 

Hiyasat said the U.N. 
Centre for Human Settle- 
ments (Habitat) is co-spon- 
soring the event along with 
the housing ministries of 
Arab countries and the 
Arab League. 

The conference will 
examine urban policies 
adopted by Arab countries, 
problems facing urban 
development and solutions 
for housing problems. 
Hiyasat said. 

He said the conference 
also aims at helping Arab 
states draw up more effec- 
tive programmes in cooper- 


ation with their respective 
private sectors and non- 
governmental organisa- 
tions. 

Referring to Jordan's 
plans, Hiyasat said the 
country has adopted a strat- 
egy based on partnership 
between the public and pri- 
vate sectors in carrying out 
housing projects, such as 
the housing estate currently 
being built near Abu 
Nuseir, northwest of 
Amman. 

The corporation is trying 
to involve local municipal 
councils in executing hous- 
ing projects and will soon 
publish manuals on build- 
ing codes for housing units, 
he added. 

The corporation is also 
implementing a series of 
decisions approved by the 
Cabinet in March 1996 to 
restructure the housing sec- 
tor. 

Hiyasat noted that since 
its establishment, the cor- 
poration has built 1 19 hous- 
ing estates with 33,841 
units at the cost of JD276 
million for the benefit of 
245,000 people. 
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Government survives 


big Labour swing in 
Australian election 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Prime 
Minister John Howard's 
conservative coalition has 
won a second term in gov- 
ernment after surviving a 
huge swing to the opposi- 
tion Labour Party in 
Saturday's Australian elec- 
tion. 

“It is clear the coalition 
will have a working major- 
ity in the new parliament," 
Howard told hundreds of 
cheering party supporters 
who packed a hotel ball- 
room to hear his victory 
speech. 

He congratulated 

Australians for embracing 
the bold and unpopular 
economic reform that he 
always knew would make 
or break his political 
career. 

Labour leader Kim 
Be alley was defiant in 
defeat, claiming the biggest 
swing for a first-time oppo- 
sition party since World 
WarU. 

“The Labour party is 
back in town and we 
approach the next three 
years with great confi- 
dence" he saitL 

The big loser was far- 
right MP Pauline Hanson 
whose career appears to be 
over after she lost her seat 
and her fledgling One 
Nation party failed to win a 
foothold in the new parlia- 
ment. 

With nearly 75 per cent of 
the vote had been counted, 
Labour appeared to have 
won more than 51 per cent 
of the vote and up to 20 
new seats, but failed to 


totally demolish the coali- 
tion's 40-seat majority. 

It won a swing of more 
than five per cent but much 
of it was “wasted" in safe 
Labour electorates. 

The Australian 

Broadcasting Corporation 
(ABO television projected 
the coalition to lead Labour 
by 78 seats to 69 but it will 
be days before a final out- 
come from the extremely 
close-run race is deter- 
mined. 

Junior coalition partner, 
the National Party, lost just 
one seat and defied predic- 
tions the 1998 election 
would be its last stand after 
One Nation decimated its 
support in rural and region- 
al Australia. 

“I am declaring victory 
for the National Party over 
One Nation," said a jubilant 
Nationals leader Tim 
Fischer, who is Howard’s 
deputy. 

“There are a lot of prob- 
lems out there, there is a 
genuine protest," he said. 
“But what is clear tonight 
is that the anti-trade, racist 
element of One Nation has 
been rejected by the 
Australian people." 

One Nation Senate candi- 
date and chief strategist 
David Oldfield conceded it 
was a disappointing day for 
the party which once boast- 
ed it would win the balance 
of power in both houses of 
parliament 

“That's certainly gone 
wrong. We’re not very 
happy about that but we’U 
have to battle on regard- 


less,” he said. 

The major parties had 
vowed to unseat Hanson by 
combining their support 
under the preferential vot- 
ing system to prevent her 
from W innin g unless she 
managed to secure more 
than 50 per cent of the vote. 

Howard staked his future 
on economic reform 
including what polls 
showed was an unpopular 
10 per Cent goods and ser- 
vices tax (GST), sweetened 
with 13 billion Australian 
dollars ($7.8 billion) in 
income tax cuts. 

He used the global eco- 
nomic crisis to justify call- 
ing the election eight 
months early, appealing to 
Australia's 12 million vot- 
ers to trust his Liberal- 
National coalition’s sound 


economic management to 
weather the storm. 

Beazley, who took over 
after Labour lost govern- 
ment two and a half years 
ago. had waged an all-out 
campaign a gains t the GST 
claiming it will force up 
prices without adequate 
compensation to lower and 
middle income earners. 

Special Minister of State 
Nick Minchin said it was 
the first time ever a politi- 
cal leader had sought a 
mandate to introduce a new 
tax system and described 
the result as terrific. 

‘It's a magnificent 
achievement for John 
Howard to win government 
again putting forward a 
whole new tax system.” he 
said. 


France winds down 93 


years of conscription 


PARIS I AFP) — Some 15,000 
young Frenchmen Saturday 
trooped into military bases and 
schools for a one-day cram in 
defence and patriotism as the 
country turned a page on 93 
years of conscription. 

Instead of spending 10 
months in barracks, the young- 
sters turned 18 will spend a sin- 
gle day watching films that 
highlight a nation's need to 
defend its values while also 
presenting the French armed 
forces as a potential employer. 

The weekend sessions will be 
the final chapter in a French 
institution — conscription of 
all 18-year-old males — dating 
back to 1905 that survived two 
world wars and a series of colo- 
nial conflicts. 

During the daylong session, 
opening at 8:30 am. and end- 
ing at 5:00 pm, the youngsters 
will also be tested for literacy as 
part of a scheme to eradicate 
illiteracy in the country. 

The one-day cram, known as 
“Call-up for Defence 
Preparation" (ADP). will be 
obligatory for all I S-y ear-old 
males and will be extended to 
young women in 2000. A cer- 
tificate of ADP attendance will 


be required for youngsters over 
18 seeking to enrol for exams 
or pass their driving license. 

The scheme follows a 1996 
decision by President Jacques 
Chirac to restructure die coun- 
try's defence industries, trim 
the armed services and end uni- 
versal coascription to opt 
instead fora professional force. 

His deep reforms of the 
defence forces and industry 
caused dissent within tire army 
though it followed die views of 
Chirac's political mentor 
Charles de Gaulle, who 
favoured a purely professional 
force. 

Under the scheme, dozens of 
barracks have been closed 
down, regiments disbanded and 
navy vessels and aircraft aban- 
doned, causing protests in 
provincial towns where ser- 
vicemen and defence plants 
often powered the local econo- 
my. 

France currently has 
Europe’s largest armed force, 
381.000 troops including 
around 160,000 conscripts. 
Germany has 347,000 troops, 
15X000 of diem conscripts. 

But the Gulf war demonstrat- 
ed how poorly adapted the 


French army is to modem con- 
flicts. While Britain, which 
ended conscription nearly 40 
years ago, sent 30,000 men, 
France could only muster 
1X000 from an army twice as 
large, i 

Under die five-year defence 
reform plan, from 1997 to 
2002, armed forces personnel 
will be cut back gradually by 
around 23 per cent to number 

328.000 professionals to which 
France is hoping to add 27,000 
volunteers. 

A further 600,000 conscripts, 
all of them youngsters who had 
postponed their 10-month term 
of duty in order to terminate 
their studies, will be called up 
before 2002 to help man 
French defence in the transition 
to a professional force. 

Meanwhile, the ADP pro- 
gramme will see 156,000 
youngsters complete die day- 
long course this year and 

750.000 in 2002. 

Defence Minister Alain 
Richard has described the one- 
day call-up, that plays up the 
traditional French values of lib- 
erty. equality, fraternity and 
nationhood in general as “a 
step towards citizenship." 


Russian opposition marks 
anniversary of White House storming 


MOSCOW (AP) — 
Opposition demonstrators 
marched through Moscow 
Saturday to mark the fifth 
anniversaiy of the bloody 
clash between government 
forces and opposition law- 
makers in the Russian capital. 

About 1,000 people, waving 
Soviet-era flags and anti-gov- 
ernment banners, marched 
from the Lenin monument on 
Kaluzhskaya Square along the 
same route to die Russian 
White House that protesters 
took five years ago, Russian 
television reported. 

The marchers carried signs 
demanding the resignation of 
President Boris Yeltsin and the 
replacement of the current 
government by Socialism. 

A separate group of several 
hundred earlier held a rally at 
the Ostankino television 
broadcasting centre, where 
dozens of people died in 
clashes with interior ministry 
troops. 

The events of Oct 3-4, 


1993, were set off when 
Yeltsin decided to dissolve the 
conservative. Soviet-era par- 
liament. 

Hardline lawmakers refused 
to disband and barricaded 
themselves inside the White 
House. The standoff erupted 
into violence when an angry 
mob of supporters broke 
through police lines into foe 
building and armed hard-lin- 
ers later attempted to storm 
foe Ostankino television 
broadcasting centre. 

The next day, Yeltsin called 
in troops and tanks that 
shelled parliament and forced 
his foes to surrender. 

An estimated 200 people 
died in the violence. 

About 350 demonstrators, 
organised by Communist 
Pity chief Gennady 
Zyuganov, gathered Saturday 
morning at the television cen- 
tre to pay tribute to those who 
died. 

Anatoly Kryuchkov, an 
organiser of the inarch to the 


White House, the government 
headquarters that then boused 
parliament, said Zyuganov's 
morning rally had probably 
caused attendance at his 
demonstration to dwindle. 

“It would have been better 
in foe evening when foe shoot- 
ing took place at Ostankino.'’ 
he told reporters. 

Kryuchkov, who beads the 
hard-line Russian Communist 
Workers Party, said the party 
led by Zyuganov and the trade 
unions had become oppor- 
tunists. ’They are a political 
lighte ning conductor wasting 
the energies of the works," he 
said. 

He said a national day of 
protest on Oct. 7, organised by 
the Communists and trade 
unionists, will amount to 
nothing but “air shaking.” 

Kryuchkov said demonstra- 
tors should act decisively “and 
picket the buildings of official 
structures and stay there until 
the chief officials have 
resigned.’ 




Kosovo quiet; border 
incidents reported 


PRISTINA. Serbia (R) — 
With NATO hardening 
threats of military interven- 
tion, Yugoslavia's province 
of Kosovo was reported 
quiet on Saturday but there 
were allegations of shooting 
along its border with 
Albania. 

Western diplomats in 
Kosovo said most areas 
appeared free of military 
action as Western political 
leaders prepared a final 
decision on whether to over- 
ride Russian and Chinese 
objections and unleash 
punitive air strikes against 
Serbian authorities. 

These would be designed 
to punish Serbian-led feder- 
al Yugoslavia for defying 
international pressure to end 
a bloody crackdown on pro- 
independence ethnic 

Albanians in Kosovo and 
force moves towards a 
peace settlement. 

U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Cohen warned of 
NATO intercession within 
two weeks unless Yugoslav 
President Slobodan 

Milosevic halted the 
Kosovo conflict and started 
talks with Kosovo’s ethnic 
Albanian majority. 

Yugoslav army tank units 
and other troops have most- 
ly withdrawn to their bar- 
racks during the past week 
after Belgrade said its offen- 


sive against separatist ethnic 
Albanian guerrillas had 
been completed. 

A different tune came 
from Tirana with Albanian 
authorities accusing Serb 
forces of firing with 
grenades, machine guns and 
mortars Friday on a north- 
ern Albanian village near 
the border post of Pogaj. 

Albania’s interior ministry 
called the incident an 
attempt to draw Tirana into 
a wider Balkan conflict. 

The Yugoslav army, how- 
ever, reported that its border 
post Gorozup, in mountains 
above the southwest Kosovo 
town of Prizren, came under 
automatic weapon and rifle- 
propelled grenade attack 
Friday from the direction of 
Pogaj. 

Neither side reported 
casualties. Wednesday, the 
Yugoslav army said it lost 
six soldiers in a similar inci- 
dent in which military 
sources said more than 50 
Albanians fired at Yugoslav 
border posts from Albanian 
territory. 

The Yugoslav Foreign 
Ministry filed a protest with 
the Albanian Embassy to 
Belgrade. 

Kosovo Liberation Army 
(KLA) insurgents are 
known to have maintained 
rear bases and supply depots 
in northeastern Albania. 


Life returns to normal jn Bangladesh 
after century’s worst floods 


DHAKA (AFP) — Tens of 
thousands of people 
crammed into buses and 
trains Saturday to visit 
families outside Dhaka cut 
off for nearly three months 
by the country's worst 
floods this centuiy. 

Many passengers carried 
cash, clothes and medi- 
cines for people in need in 
their home districts, trans- 
port officials said. 

Dhaka, home to nine mil- 
lion people. appeared 
deserted as many residents 
took advantage of a bank 
holiday weekend to go on 
mercy missions to needy 
relatives. 

Road and rail links have 
been gradually restored 
over the past week, with all 
affected districts declared 
flood-free. 

The floods, which lasted 
nearly three months, sub- 
merged two-thirds of the 
country and left more than 
1,200 people dead, 30 mil- 
lion homeless and devas- 
tated agriculture, industry 
and infrastructure worth 
millions of dollars. 

A World Food 

Programme (WFP) spokes- 
woman, meanwhile said 
here Saturday that 

Bangladesh would have 

500.000 tonnes of food by 
December, with supplies of 
cereals promised by the 
United Nations and other 
donors. 

“The bulk of our pledged 

355.000 tonnes of food aid 


will arrive in Bangladesh 
by December along with 
those committed by other 
donors will bring the total 
to 500,000 tonnes," WFP's 
Susan Manuel told AFP. 

She said the second ship- 
ment of 21,847 tonnes of 
Canadian wheat reached 
Bangladesh Saturday and a 
third was expected to 
arrive Oct. 13 bringing the 
total WFP aid to 52,000 


tonnes. 

This was in addition to 
the government stock of 
more than 600.000 tonnes. 

Meanwhile, Prime 

Minister Skeikh Hasina 
Wajed during a tour 
Saturday of flood-hit 
remote Mithamoin village 
in northern Kishoreganj 
district ordered authorities 
to construct homes for 
those made homeless by 
the floods. 

“My government will 
provide food until the next 
harvest ... (and) start large 
scale" programmes to cre- 
ate employment for the 
victims, the official BSS 
news agency quoted her as 
saying. 

The area has only one 
rickshaw which the prime 
minister used to move 
from one place to another, 
witnesses said. 

The people of Dhaka 
have been slowly getting 
their lives back to normal, 
and amusement parks have 
been packed. 

“Business is again pick- 


ing up after the floods ... 
we had good business 
today" one saleswoman at 
Dhaka’s Wonderland Park 
said late Friday. 

Parents said they had 
taken their children out 
after weeks confined to 
their homes by the floods. 

“It was not only suffer- 
ing, but it was also suffo- 
cating," said housewife 
Runa Islam at the park, as 
her children licked ice 


cream. 

“Getting out of home 
meant crossing dirty flood 
water and it was risky to 
travel back at night.” 

Mobile restaurants are 
also seeing better times. 

“The fear of disease is 
over and our business is 
good," one vendor said at 
Dhaka Manik Mia Avenue, 
a popular place for 
Dhakaites. 

Hundreds of boats, which 
became the main mode of 
transport during the floods, 
are being stockpiled and 
covered in protective oil 
and kept for the next flood 
season. 

Newspapers reported 
fanners were slowly 
rebuilding their homes and 
sowing rice paddy saplings 
and winter vegetables. 

Officials earlier said 
diarrhoea cases were being 
reported from different 
parts of Bangladesh and 
the water-borne disease 
has so far killed 636 peo- 
ple. 
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Australian Prime Minister John Howard holds out his voting cards as he prepares to 
cast his ballot! at the GladesviDe High School in his electorate of Benelong. 
Australians went to the polls today in what was tipped to be one of the tightest feder- 
al elections in Australian history (Reuters photo) 


The reports of border inci- 
dents coincided with Serb 
statements that heavily 
armed special police units 
which battled the KLA had 
also withdrawn to bases. 

The Yugoslav state Tanjug 
news agency said a new pro- 
visional Kosovo provincial 
government formed under 
Belgrade's direction had 
appointed 18 members from 
all ethnic communities in 
Kosovo, including 

Albanians. 

But none of the ethnic 
Albanian leaders who have 
led the pro-independence 
movement in the province 
appeared to have taken part. 

In Belgrade, Tanjug said 
the federal parliament 
would meet Monday to dis- 
cuss the Kosovo crisis. 

Also Saturday, U.N. 
Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan was reported to be 
putting the finishing touches 
on a crucial report on the 
Kosovo situation. 

The report was expected 
to determine whether 
Belgrade had complied with 
demands for a ceasefire and 
stopped repressive actions 
against ethnic Albanian 
civilians. 

Western nations want the 
report as political and legal 
justification for possible 
NATO air strikes in Kosovo. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Pakistan ‘disappointed’ over 
postponement of Clinton visit 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) - Pakistan said Saturday it 
was “disappointed” at the postponement of U.S. 
President Bill Clinton's planned November trip to 
South Asia following the nuclear tests by Islamabad 
and New Delhi. “We are disappointed that the 
United States, for its own reasons, has not toundjt 
possible to take a final decision with regard to the 
president's visit to Pakistan, foreign office 
spokesman Tariq Altaf told reporters. Pakistan 
would “welcome the president’s visit whenever ir , 
can be scheduled,” he added. The White House , 
announced the postponement Wednesday, saying 
May’s nuclear tests by India and Pakistan had 
clouded prospects for a “productive senes of talks 
over issues such as nuclear arms and export con- 
trols But White House spokesman Michael 
McCurry added that Clinton was still keen to come 
to South Asia. “The president is still eager to make 
the visit when we have had further significant 
progress with our respective security concerns," he 
said. 


ICAO approves global aeroplane 
safety controls 


MONTREAL (AFP) — The International Civil 
Aviation Organisation (ICAO) approved plans for 
mandatory security checks on aeroplanes belonging 
to its 185 nation members. In their first meeting of 
the past three years, the U.N. -affiliated ICAO unan- 
imously agreed Friday to focus on aeroplane navi- 
gation systems and employee training in countries 
being audited. The mandatory safety audits will be 
carried out on a regular basis, according to the new 
rules. If rules are being broken, national authorities 
will be notified and told to rectify the situation 
within a reasonable time frame, after which the 
audit report will be given to other ICAO members to 
be made public. The draft plan had earlier been pre- 
sented to the heads of civil aviation around the 
world. ICAO officials said. 


New York man gets four years 
for cheating scam 


NEW YORK (UPI) — A 48-year-old California man 
has been sentenced in New York to four years in jail 
for helping more than 500 people across the country 
cheat on standardised tests required for undergradu- 
ate and graduate schools. Po Chieng Ma, who also 
goes by the name of George Kobayashi. was con- 
victed today of running a company that provided 
students with pencils covered in coded answers 
shortly before an exam in exchange for thousands of 
dollars. Prosecutors said Ma’s company advertised 
nationally in foreign-language newspapers and on 
cable television stations. Students who were willing 
to trade cash for answers were given a choice of 
three cities where they could cheat on the test: Los 
Angeles. New York or Chicago. Prosecutors said Mai 
operated his scheme by having a team of crack tesfc-J 


takers take each exam in New York City using 
assumed names. Relying on the three-hour time dif- 


ference, the test-takers would phone Ma’s Los 
Angeles office with the correct responses. The 
answers were then quickly coded on pencils by 
Ma’s employees and distributed to the students. The 


Ma’s employees and distributed to the students. The 
prospective students hired Ma’s company to help 
them cheat on the Graduate Management 
Admissions Test (GMAT), Graduate Record Exam 
(GRE). Test of English as a Foreign Language 
(TOEFL) and the Law School Admissions Test 
(LSAT) between January 1993 and October 26, 
1996. Ma has been held in prison without bail since 
he was caught trying to flee the country into Canada 
in January 1998. 


Texas trooper-shooting suspect dies 


FORT WORTH, Texas (UPI) — Fort Worth police 
have confirmed that the 23-year-old suspect in the 
shooting of a state trooper died during surgery 
Friday at Harris Methodist Hospital in Fort Worth. 
Charlie Edward Cook was shot and captured by 
police during a confrontation at a convenience store 
that injured another officer and a police dog. Both 
officers and the dog are expected to recover. Cook 
was pronounced dead at 10:1 1 p.m. Friday. A tip led 
officers to the store. Cook was already wanted by 
the Tarrant County Sheriff’s Department at Fort 
Worth for aggravated robbery with a firearm, aggra- 
vated assault of a public servant and possession of a 
prohibited weapon. Texas Department of Public 
Safety spokesman Tom Vinger says Cook was 
sought in the shooting of state Trooper Earl Gillum i 
Thursday night during a routine traffic stop. DPS I 
spokesman Tela Mange says Gillum was shot three j 
times as he approached the suspect’s pickup truck 
east of Granbury. The incident was caught on a 
video camera in the DPS cruiser. Gillum is listed in 
fair condition at Fort Worth after surgery to repair 
bullet wounds to his arm. leg and face. The suspect 
fled after shooting Gillum, but Mange says: “A 
passing motorist saw what happened and called for 
assistance on the trooper’s handheld mike. We’re 
very thankful to that witness.” Gillum is 35 and 
married with two daughters, ages 9 and 5. The name 
of the officer wounded Friday night was not imme- 
diately available. 


Father of Cherie Blair marries 
for the fourth time 


i ^f P) r* T 2. ny Boolh - the 64-year-old 

S * Cherie is married to Prime 

Minister Tony Blair, tied the knot for the fourth time 
Friday. For his new 43-year-old wife. Stephanie 
Bucldey, it was a fifth marriage. The couple have 1 1 
children between them. They had theft marriage 
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democratic leader, a killing 
char could further complicate 
a length>' political crisis. 

Sanjaasuregiin Zorig, min- 
isier for infrastructure in the 
ruling Democratic Coalition 
and a possible candidate for 
prime minister, was axed and 
stabbed to death at his home 
late Friday night. 

The murder may further 
shake public confidence in 
the fledgling democracy, 
which has been embroiled 
for about four months in a 
political stalemate that has 
paralysed work on crucial 
economic reforms. 

"I challenge everyone to be 
disciplined about this serious 
crime that has shocked our 
society. I urge you not to get 
involved in any kind of sen- 
sationalist stories,” 

Bagabondi said in a public 
address expressing condo- 
lences to the family of the 
slain politician. 

Bagabandi said he was 
confident that the attackers, 
who remained at large, 
would be brought to justice. 

The reason for Zorig’s 
assassination remained 
unclear. Some analysis spec- 
ulated that the killing could 
have been linked to organ- 
ised crime or to a private 
business deal. 

Zorig. a popular figure who 
played a leading role in the 
1990 democratic revolution 
that ended seven decades of 
Stalinist rule, had been wide- 
ly expected to be named next 
week as a possible successor 
to Prime Minister 
Tsakhiagiin Elbegdotj, who 
resigned era July 24 along 
with Ms entire cabinet 
i can only express my 
.shock and dismay at this 
u^ic event. Zorig was wide- 
ly respected as a leader of the 
democratic movement in 
Mongolia." said U.S. 
Ambassador Alphonse F. La 
Porta. 

The ruling coalition has 
considered and failed to 
agree on four earlier candi- 
dates. Zorig, a 36-year-old 
Moscow-educated former 
social sciences professor and 
a member of parliament 
since 1990, would have 
become the fifth nominee. 

The crisis was precipitated 
when the three-month-old 
coalition government lost a 
vote of confidence following 
a feud over whether to merge 
a state bank with a private 
bank. 

The opposition Mongolian 
People’s Revolutionary 
Party, the former 
Communists, accused the 
government of organising the 
merger in a way that finan- 
cially benefited its members 
and protested by boycotting 
. , the Great Hural, Mongolia’s 
:„ r f j'' '-‘“Jr parliament, throwing pro- 
ceedings into turmoil. 

The coalition government 
had 30 days to reorganise 
itself and nominate a new 
prime minister, but has failed 
to do so. 

The political impasse has 
prevented work on crucial 
legislation. 

a landlocked 
nation flanked 
by Russia and China, used to 
he dependent on subsidies 
from Moscow and has seen 
its economy weaken precipi- 
tously since the breakup of 
the Soviet Union in 1991. 

The vast, sparsely populat- 
ed land was once the heart of 
the largest empire the Earth 
ever knew. But according to 
World Bank estimates, 36 
per cent of its 2 million peo- 
, lC wr P*e now live in poverty. 

I | 311011 topped 30 per cent 
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German Chancellor Helmut KobJ (lefty follows his designated successor Gerhard Scbroeder and wife Doris during 
festivities for the eighth anniversary of German unity in Hanover (Reuters photo) 

Kohl honoured at last German 
Unity Day as chancellor 


HANOVER, Germany (AP) 
— Germany marked its last 
unification day holiday with 
Helmut Kohl as chancellor 
Saturday by honouring him 
for his crowning achieve- 
ment in office: reunifying 
Germany. 

Defeated last week in his 
bid for an unprecedented 
fifth term. Kohl sat in the 
front row during the official 
ceremony at the Hanover 
congress centre, but did not 
speak. 

In a statement issued ear- 
lier, he praised all that 
Germany had accomplished 
in bringing east and west 
together since 1990’s unifi- 
cation. 

“What we’ve attained 
with each other in the past 
eight years is unprecedented 
in history." he said. 

Others singled Kohl out. 
though, for leading the 
effort to bring divided 
Germany together while 
reassuring worried neigh- 
bours like France and 
Poland that a reunited 
Germany would remain 
peaceful. 


“1 think this is a good 
moment to remind people 
about that," Chancellor- 
elect Gerhard Schroeder 
said, expressing his 
“respect" for Kohl. “And 
I’m sure the people in 
Germany won’t forget it." 

Schroeder, who led the 
Social Democrats’ defeat of 
Kohl last week, played host 
to the national celebrations 
in his role as president of 
parliament’s upper house. 

His words brought sus- 
tained applause from the 
hundreds of invited guests. 
“Kohl lost the election, but 
that doesn’t change what 
he’s done for Germany," 
one guest, Peter Imhoff, a 
state official in Hesse, said 
afterward. 

Czech President Vaclav 
Havel, the guest of honour, 
said German unification 
“was good for the whole 
world" because it meant the 
end of an “evil” system of 
Communism. 

Bui Schroeder noted the 
economic and social 
upheaval that followed the 
demise of East Germany 


has given rise to another 
danger: growing support for 
neo-Nazi ideas, especially 
among disoriented youth. 

Germany can be proud 
that no far-right party came 
close to winning parliamen- 
tary scats in last week’s 
election, he said. 

“But that shouldn't lead us 
to lose sight of the causes" 
that lead young people 
above all to vote for such 
parties, he said. 

“Radicalism always feeds 
itself on the fears and inse- 
curities in times of dramatic 
change" — not just unifica- 
tion. but the tougher compe- 
tition brought about by 
globalisation. 

Schroeder, who was 
expected to be sworn in as 
chancellor at the end of the 
month, called for more 
attention to history and to 
more job and training 
opportunities for young 
people. 

The ceremony was pre- 
ceded by a political fight 
over an original musical 
work mixing portions of the 
German national anthem 


and the one used in 
Communist East Germany. 

Conservatives accused 
Schroeder. whose state gov- 
ernment commissioned the 
piece, of desecrating the 
national anthem and insult- 
ing the victims of East 
Germany's totalitarian 
regime. 

Bavarian leaders bo> - 
coued the ceremony. 

But even Kohl clapped 
politely when the composi- 
tion including the anthem 
was played. And German 
President Roman Herzog 
dismissed the fuss a> 
overblown. 

“Our state can endure that, 
and it's symbols, when we 
value them enough," he 
said. 

The people of former East 
Germany will be remem- 
bered not by their old 
anthem, he said, but by the 
chant heard during the can- 
dlelight marches that even- 
tually brought down the 
Communist leaders: “We 
are the people." 

The audience applauded 
in response. 


Pakistan sees third party mediation 
vital to resolve Kashmir dispute 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan 
(AP) — Less than two 
weeks ahead of fresh talks 
with its uneasy neighbour 
India. Pakistan Saturday 
pressed for international 
mediation to resolve the 
thorny Kashmir dispute. 
the flashpoint of two previ- 
ous wars between the two 
countries. 

India has rejected inter- 
national involvement in 
what it considers a bilateral 
issue. 

Indian officials in New 
Delhi were not immediate- 


ly available for comment. 

The two countries have 
been at odds over the own- 
ership of a united Kashmir, 
divided between India and 
Pakistan when the Asian 
subcontinent gained its 
independence from Britain 
in 1947. 

“The bilateral dialogue in 
the past has not yielded 
positive results. Only third 
party mediation has proved 
fruitful," foreign ministry 
spokesman Tariq Altaf told 
reporters in Islamabad. 

Pakistan and India will 


resume their stalled talks 
on disputed Kashmir 
region after in Islamabad 
on Oct. 15. 

The three-day ta/ks a/so 
are aimed at easing ten- 
sions between these two 
newest nuclear powers and 
discussing confidence 
building measures. 

Kashmir is the only 
Muslim majority slate in 
the Hindu-dominated 
India. 

Tensions in South Asia 
have escalated after India 
conducted a series of 


nuclear tests in May, which 
was matched with a similar 
series of tests by Pakistan 
che same month. 

A/taf said Islamabad did 
nor expect quick results 
from its talks with India. 

“Our aim. nevertheless, is 
to sincerely attempt to find 
a just settlement of ... the 
dispute,” he said. 

He said once the Kashmir 
problem is resolved, there 
would be ’’unlimited possi- 
bilities of cooperation and 
normal and good relations" 
between the two countries. 


Lesotho opposition discusses 
strategy as violence victims buried 


MASERU (AFP) — 
Lesotho’s opposition Saturday 
hardened its position after 
South African Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki mud- 
died the waters by prematurely 
announcing that agreement 
bad been reached on a new 
election. 

The opposition alliance met 
here Saturday to discuss their 
strategy in the wake of 
Mbeki’s announcement and 
ahead of a scheduled second 
round of talks Monday. 

“Our meeting today will 
reaffiim our position that .we 
don’t accept the LCD (ruling 
Lesotho Congress for 
Democracy) to govern the 
country until fresh elections 
are held." affiance leader 
Vincent Malebo told the SAPA 
news agency. 

“They are a product of a 
botched election and will 
therefore have to vacate 


office." 

The government and five 
main opposition parties signed 
an agreement late Friday dur- 
ing southern Aitican-mcdiated 
negotiations that new elections 
be held within 18 months. 

Bui soon after the deal was 
cut, further talks to work out 
the finer details of the agree- 
ment were bedevilled by the 
issue of who should govern the 
country in the meanwhile. 

Mbeki said on South African 
television that a final agree- 
ment had been reached and 
that the LCD would govern 
until the next elections. 

Opposition parties were furi- 
ous at Mbeki’s announcemenu 
saying negotiations were not 
over and certain important 
issues had not been finalised, 
including the question of who 
will govern until the new poll 
is held. 

“What (the) deputy president 


said was a lie. We have not 
come anywhere near agree- 
ment. This has just puL the 
whole negotiations into 
chaos,” said Mamelo 
Morrison, of the opposition 
Maremailou Freedom Party 
(MFP) and a spokeswoman for 
the opposition parties. 

The Sefate Democratic 
Union (SDUJ, one of the five 
opposition signatories to the 
accord, called far the talks to 
be halted and demanded South 
Africa be removed from the 
mediation team. 

The opposition Basotholand 
Congress Party (BCPl said 
Mbeki’s announcement 
showed there was a “conspira- 
cy" between Pretoria and the 
LCD against the opposition 
alliance. 

The chairman of the talks. 
South African Safety and 
Security Minister Sydney 
Mufamadi later conceded 


there had been no agreement 
on who would rule until the 
elections and said talks would 
continue Monday. 

The LCD also dug in iLs 
heels Saturday, with deputy 
leader and Lesotho’s deputy 
prime minister, Kelebone 
Maope. repeating an earlier 
LCD position that the party 
would not agree to a govern- 
ment of national unity. 

The statement has existed 
since the release last month of 
a tri-nations report — the so- 
called Longa report — on May 
23 elections which found Lhai 
there had been irregularities 
but not enough evidence to jus- 
tify new elections. 

Both the government and the 
opposition parties claimed the 
inconclusive findings as a vic- 
toiy. The LCD said it would 
not step down and the opposi- 
tion alliance stepped up 
demands that it should. 


Communists clash 
on support for Prodi 


ROME (R) — Italy’s 
hard-nosed Communist 
leader Fausto Bertinotti 
Saturday urged his party 
to pull the plug on Prime 
Minister Romano Prodi, 
shrugging off warnings 
that could send the coun- 
try’ lurching to che right. 

“I propose that the polit- 
ical committee give a 
mandate to I party 
deputies) to vote against 
this budget and to with- 
draw their backing for the 
government,” Bertinotti 
Told a two-day meeting of 
Communist Refoundation 
grandees which will 
decide whether to main- 
tain support for Prodi and 
back the 1 999 budget. 

Hardliners in the party, 
which though not pan of 
the government gives 
Prodi a majority in the 
lower house Chamber of 
Deputies, are warring with 
moderates over whether to 
topple Italy's first leftist 
government. 

At stake this weekend is 
not only the fate of the 
centre-left government, 
Italy’s second longest 
administration since 1945. 
but the unity of 
Refoundation itself. 

Moderate party chair- 
man Armando Cossuna 
warned that a break with 
the government could split 
Refoundation, send it into 
“inevitable isolation" and 
open the door to the right. 

Either Prodi would have 
to scrape together a major- 
ity with votes from the 


centre-right, or — were he 
to reject that option — a 
“technical” caretaker gov- 
ernment with more right- 
wing. welfare-unfriendly 
policies would be 
installed, Cossutta said. 

Prodi has insisted he is 
not prepared to govern 
with any other majority 
than that with which he 
took power in April 1996. 

Refoundation’s 338- 
strong political committee 
is largely dominated by 
hardliners and Trotskyites. 
so the odds favour a 
Bertinotti win, purting the 
government into jeopardy. 

The party has 34 
deputies in the lower 
house. Though among 
them the moderate line is 
thought to prevail, they 
are expected to vote in 
accordance with the polit- 
ical committee’s decision. 

If the Marxists mutiny. 
Prodi may be obliged to 
offer his resignation to 
President Oscar Luigi 
Scaifaro. The head of state 
is unlikely to accept the 
offer immediately, and 
would probably ask Prodi 
or another political leader 
to try to form a new gov- 
ernment to avoid early 
elections. 

This time last year, 
Refoundation brought 
Prodi to his knees in a row 
over the 1998 budget, 
forcing the premier to 
offer his resignation 
before accepting a string 
of labour and pensions 
concessions in return for 


continued support of the 
government. 

The 1999 draft budget 
that Bertinotti rejects has 
a distinctly more welfare- 
friendly feel than I998's 
austere package, which 
was heavily focused on 
getting Italian public 
finances into shape for 
European monetary union. 

The package contains 
incentives worth nearly 40 
trillion lire ($25 billion) to 
help cut unemployment, 
especially in the impover- 
ished south — proposals 
that the hard left hud 
demanded lost autumn 
when they opposed the 
1998 budget. 

But Bertinotti. dubbed 
“Mr. Nyef’ in the Italian 
press, said Prodi had 
turned a deaf car to 
Refoundation demands. 

“The government has 
turned itself into a ’Mr. 
No’ on all our requests, 
and the logic of the budget 
runs counter to all our 
proposals.” he told the 
political comminee meet- 
ing. 

Gianfranco Fini, leader 
of the far right National 
Alliance, said Prodi ’> 

loosely- woven coalition 
was finally unravelling — 
and not before time. 

“All its life, Prodi’s gov- 
ernment has been focused 
on holding together that 
which cannot be held 
together," Fini told a busi- 
ness conference in Capri. 
’This is the end of a 
l'arce." 


Important announcement 



to remember at the beginning 
of your number 


As Qf OGtiSfgr 10 . iiii 


Fastlink would like to announce that as 
of October 10, 1998, the number five (5) 
will be added to the beginning of all 
mobile numbers thus changing all 
numbers from five to six digits. 

For example, the number 

079-29638 becomes 079-529638 

So don't forget to add 5 to the beginning 
of all mobile numbers as of October 10. 

Fastlink apologizes for any 
i inconvenience this change may cause. 



For more information call us at: 
j Amman - 586 3750, Tayebat Village - 4770 770, 
j Aqaba - 03 2022557, Irbid - 02 251 691 , 
or dial 1 1 1 on your mobile. 
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Treating the 
Asian disease 


THE SO-CALLED “Asia contagion’* which is 
spreading to the four corners of the world is 
forcing the major industrial countries to recon- 
sider the existing international economic and 
financial systems and propose the establishment 
of a new global financial order. The group of 22, 
comprising financial leaders from the major 
Western countries and a select number of devel- 
oping countries such as India, Indonesia., China 
and Russia, will meet tomorrow in Washington 
to examine what can be done to contain the pro- 
liferating financial and economic woes affecting 
an ever-increasing number of countries. 

The financial crisis that started in the Far East 
in the summer has already reached Russia and 
Latin America. Even the U.S. is now affected by 
the fallout from the Asian contagion despite its 
robust economy. It was British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair who first suggested that the time was 
ripe for a review of the existing economic and 
financial order. At the start of his mandate, the 
British prime minister proposed “ethical invest- 
ments,** an initiative that aimed to break away 
from raw and crude free market economy that 
lacks a social purpose. 

When free market economy started to show 
signs of strain in the Far East, existing financial 
institutions like the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and the World Bank seemed unable 
to cope with the magnitude of the emerging 
crises. Now it has dawned on the major indus- 
trial nations that what is needed is not only 
extra funding to these international monetary 
institutions but also a new perspective and out- 
look on how to conduct the increasingly depen- 
dent global economies. No country or economic 
ideology appears ready to offer a universal 
panacea to the expanding economic woes that 
appear to afflict so many nations across the 
globe. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton is calling on the 
UJ5. Congress to provide extra funding to the 
IMF. This could be part of the solution, but how 
can a mere $18 billion help solve the economic 
and financial problems of the world especially 
since Brazil, Mexico and other Latin American 
states seem to be on the verge of catching the 
Asian disease? 

There is now an urgent need to determine 
whether free market economy and privatisation 
can work everywhere and under all conditions. 
Greater transparency as has been suggested by 
the IMF would go a long way to alleviate the 
accumulating economic burdens. But is that the 
only wrong with the existing order? We trust 
that the group of 22 meeting in Washington will 
come up with a more ingenious plan of rescue 
for the faltering global economy. We need to 
know precisely what went wrong and then 
address thoroughly and effectively the malaise 
after it has been properly identified. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 RaTs Fahed Fanek made a comparison between 
foreign financial support for Jordan's civil oiganisa- 
tions, and the same kind of aid received by similar 
organisations elsewhere in the region. The Kingdom’s 
research centres, women’s societies and others receive 
around $4.2 million per year, while similar bodies in 
Palestine and Lebanon get $28 million per year, he said. 
People who work in social, ideological and voluntary 
fields either do nor know how to look for funding 
resources or are afraid of accusations and criticisms for 
receiving such funds, Fanek said. This matter needs a 
comprehensive dialogue in order to form an acceptable 
basis to deal with the issue, because without foreign 
funds civil organisation will “die and vanish." In the 
writer's opinion, funds which come from “respectable" 
parties without conditions, have to be accepted and this 
will not harm the country’s “independence and credi- 
bility.” 


A1 RaTs Fahed Fanek, in a separate column, said the 
next six month will be decisive for the Palestinian 
Authority in feeing the ‘final battle” with Israel to 
establish the Palestinian independent state. Jordan has 
to be prepared for the movement, which will “shock’' 
the Middle East, because it will be affected neither pos- 
itively or negatively, he said. No “miracles" will occur 
in the next six months because the Israeli policies are 
designed to drop the Oslo agreement and the declara- 
tion of the Palestinian state will be one-sided. Fanek 
said. The Israeli reaction will be unknown, but they will 
then face an independent state which is not committed 
to any security agreement. 


Economic growth in 1998 


IN ITS annual report for 1997, which was just released, 
the Central Bank of Jordan made a daring speculation 
for the economic outlook of 1998, and put expected 
growth rate of GDP this year at 2.5 per cent. The popu- 
lation of Jordan on the other hand is growing at the com- 
pound rate of four per cent a year, of which 2.6 per cent 
represents the reduced net natural growth, and 1.4 per 
cent represents unabated influx of refugees from the 
occupied territories and returnees from the Gulf states. 

Based on the above two sets of facts, we can conclude 
that per capita income, and consequently the standard of 
living of the people, will decline in 1998 on average by 
around 1.5 per cent, causing the quality of life to deteri- 
orate even further. 1 998 will be the third year where offi- 
cial statistics show a retreat in the standard of living. 
Decline was 3.1 per cent in 1996, 1.8 per cent in 1997. 

The Research Department of the Central Bank is of 
course entitled to make its own educated guess On the 
growth rate of 1997, which the report covers, but it was 
not under obligation to commit itself to a guess on the 


growth rate in the following year, unless the report was 
merely quoting the forecast of another competent and 
independent institution such as the experts of the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) or the Technical 
Committee the credibility of which came recently into 
question, in which cases the forecast will be made with- 
out any responsibility on behalf of the Central Bank 
itself. 

Ir seems at the moment that the available economic 
indicators so far, do not warrant the speculation that 
growth rate in 1998 may reach 2.5 per cent. Such a level 
looks unrealistic in the circumstances. Imports for 
instance, as a rough indicator of the volume of general 
consumption, are ru nnin g at 4.5 per cent below last year, 
while exports on the other hand, as a rough indicator of 
the volume of production, are 6.5 per cent below last 
year, let alone the shortfall in expatriates remittances, 
the further drop in share prices, the rise in budget deficit 
due to lower revenues, and other not so good indicators. 

It is only fair for the new government to have the pre- 


sent situation accurately defined so ^ 

blamed for failure if the growth rate in 1998 turned out 

to be less than 2.5 per cent or is even negative. . 

Based on the declared principle of transparency, it is 
worthwhile to state, well in advance, that the real eco- 
nomic growth rate in 1998 may be negative, that unem- 
ployment may exceed 22 per cent, and that the une of 
poverty rose to- cover around one third of the population. 

These are the difficult and perhaps alarming facts 
which the new government has inherited. The new gov- 
ernment claims that it will revitalise the economy, face 
up to unemployment and poverty, and tackle snch other 
heavyweight jobs as resumption of economic growth. 

We can't pre-judge the performance of the new gov- 
ernment and its ability to fulfil all the explicit and 
implicit promises it made in its long policy statement to 
the Parliament. All that we know is that it will have to 
start from a point below zero, in an endeavour to put its 
head, and ours, above water. 


U.S. pressure, PNA concessions 



By Pascal B. Karmy 


WHAT DID Dennis Ross’ latest mis- 
sion achieve? Apparently nothing 
save perhaps the agreement of both 
Netanyahu and Arafat to go to New 
York to meet Ms. Madeleine Albright, 
the Secretary of State, on the occa- 
sion of the 53rd Session of the 
General Assembly of the United 
Nations. This infinitesimal result 
could have been achieved without 
Ross coming to the Middle East. 

President Clinton's administration 
is trying however to insinuate that 
some progress has been achieved 
without mentioning any specifics. On 
the contrary. Netanyahu persisted in 
allowing tens of settlements to be 
built, ordered the building of fixed 
houses in Hebron itself, ordered the 
preparation of tenders for building 
settlements in Abu Ghneun (Har 
Homa) and lastly allowed the Jewish 
millionaire Moskovitch to build hous- 
ing units in Ras A1 Amoud in the 
heart of the purely Arab quarter of 
East Jerusalem. 

All the above clearly show that 
Netanyahu no longer heeds American 
efforts and does not care at all to 
implement the second stage of the 
deployment of Israeli forces. It is true 
that Netanyahu is apparently prepared 
to withdraw from 10 per cent of the 
West Bank and another 3 per cent 
should remain a national reserve 
under the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) control without 
allowing the latter to build there or 
change its demography. Moreover, 
Netanyahu's agreement or offer was 
made subject to many conditions 
amongst which is the cancellation of 
certain provisions of the Palestine 
National Charter, a commitment by 
the PNA to combat terrorism and a 
reduction in the numbers of the police 
force etc. But the PNA has already 
cancelled the relevant provisions of 
the Palestine Charter and has fought, 
and is fighting terrorism. 

What is essentially required is that 
Israel should first accept the 
American proposals relating to the 
withdrawal of 13.1 per cent of 
Palestinian territory and then negoti- 
ate on conditions of mutual interests: 
in other words Netanyahu should first 
put the horse before the cart and not 


the contraiy, as withdrawal of Israeli 
forces is one of the essential condi- 
tions of the Oslo accords. It should be 
recalled that according to the Hebron 
agreement which was concluded with 
Netanyahu himself at the beginning 
of 1997, Israel should effect three 
withdrawals from the West Bank 
amounting in total to 90 per cent of 
the Palestinian territory. 

The PNA is in a dilemma; it cannot 
implement by itself the second stage 
of withdrawal of the Israeli army as it 
is the weaker party, nor is it support- 
ed by the U.S. Indeed not only is the 
latter not taking measures to honour 
its proposal vis-a-vis the Palestinians, 
it has not dared to announce it or 
declare it officially. What is more sur- 
prising and disappointing at the same 
time, is that the U.S. is not even pre- 
pared to declare the name of the party 
which is responsible for the failure to 
implement fee proposed initiative. In 
other words fee U.S. is putting fee 
PNA and Israel on the same footing 
of responsibility although time and 
again fee PNA has announced its full 
acceptance of fee American initiative. 

One wondered if Albright could 
exert more pressure than Dennis Ross 
and succeed in convincing Netanyahu 
to accept the 13.1 per cent initiative 
when she met him in New York after 
she has tried to do so several times in 
fee past fifteen months of stalemate? 
Apparently she has not succeeded as 
the news from New York indicate. 
Nor can President Clinton himself 
bring pressure to bear upon 
Netanyahu to accept fee American 
initiative at a time when fee president 
is bogged down in Monica Lewinsky 
affair 

The Palestinians through the PNA 
have made many concessions 
amongst which is fee full acceptance 
of the American initiative of 13.1 per 
cent withdrawal even though fee 
Israel army should withdraw at a 
higher percentage during the second 
stage. Therefore, inasmuch as Israel 
is not implementing either fee spirit 
nor fee letter of fee Oslo accords, 
inasmuch as fee PNA is willing and 
ready to fully implement those 
accords and inasmuch as the interim 
period of five years stipulated in the 
Oslo accord of Sept. 13. 1993. will 
expire in May 1999. fee PNA may 


declare fee creation of fee state of 
Palestine. 

Even regardless of those accords fee 
Palestinians are entitled to the right of 
self-determination which is conse- 
crated in Article I. paragraph 2 and 
article 55 of the Charter of fee United 
Nations. In addition, the General 
Assembly of fee United Nations has 
passed a decision, amongst many oth- 
ers, in its 1996 session which con- 
firmed the right of self-determination 
of fee Palestinian people. 

It is recognised under international 
law and practice feat all peoples and 
nations are entitled to fee right of 
self-determination. In Resolution 637 
A (VII) of Dec. 16, 1952 fee General 
Assembly of the United Nations rec- 
ommended. inter alia, that “fee states 
members of the United Nations shall 
uphold fee principle of self-derermi- 
nation of all peoples and nations” 
(Vide Principles of Public 
International Law by Ian Brownlieat 
page 594 et seq.). 

Accordingly, the PNA which is 
recognised by fee international com- 
munity including Israel as the only 
representative of the Palestinian peo- 
ple, can therefore proclaim fee 
Palestine state by virtue of the right of 
self-determination. The claim made 
by Netanyahu feat he will be entitled 
to annex fee West Bank or part of it in 
fee event feat Arafat proclaims the 
state of Palestine before reaching a 
final agreement wife Israel, according 
to the Oslo accords, is baseless for fee 
following grounds: Israel as an occu- 
pying power cannot legally annex 
occupied territory in accordance wife 
the 4fe Geneva Convention of 1949; 
Netanyahu himself is responsible for 
delaying fee implementation of the 
Oslo accords especially the non- 
acceptance of fee American initiative 
of withdrawal of fee Israeli forces and 
which constitutes fee second stage of 
those accords; and. as explained 
above, fee Palestinians who count 
more than five million people have 
the right to self-determination and 
therefore to fee creation of their own 
state. 


Setting the record straight 


sador to Jordan. 


To the editor: 


The writer was an advocate in 
Palestine in 1944 and, for many 
years, legal officer at UNRWA head- 
quarters in Beirut and Vienna, 


THE ARTICLE “Iran-Taleban Standoff, the stakes are high” dated Sqx 
29, 1998, states: “Should open militar y conflict erupt between Iran and 
the TaMwn , the stakes wifl be high, and no state betas more respaishil- 
ity for die consequences than Pakistan.” 

Har the record, I would wish to state that it is m. Pakistan's national 
interest to have a unfoyt, stable and peaceful Afghanistan. In order to 
promote this, Pakistan is the only country which has been in coiflmucns j 
touch with all the parties of the conflict, with a view to promoting a cease I 
Are and a brood-based government in A fghanistan. It is a matter of his- 1 
tax record that Pakistan has held the greatest number of meeting? mils I 
soil of allAfghan parties to promote unity and has extended the most bdp J 
to OIC and UN. initiatives. 

In the ameni situation, the possibility of intervention inAfgbanistan by 
over a quarter of a nriffion Iranian troops new poised dose to Afghan hor- 
des and an intending attack by Ahmad Shah Masood femes on Kabul, 
wife obvious external support, is a matter of grew: concern for all those 
dealing peace in fee region. 

hi these circumstances, fee Government of Pakistan has sought to 
defuse fee tension. On the one hand, Pakistan's foreign minister visited 
Tfehran in an effort to lower tempers there, and on the other hand, it has 
facilitated and encouraged a return of Iranian prisoners taken by fee 
Government of Afghanistan during operations in Ma 2 ar-e-Shari£ 
Pakistan has always promoted peace in Afghanistan and has made con- 
tinuous efforts to reduce tensions between Afghanistan and its neigh- 
bours. Pakistan is gratified feat fee brofeedy county of Iran is exercising 
patience in the matter and fee recent statements emanating from Tdnai 
are cooctocive to a peaceful settlement of their dispute with Afghanistan. 

I wouM also Hire to refterare that Pakistan has not adopted an interven- 
tionist policy m Afghanistan aM has uged ofeer powera also to refrain 
from feis 3S the consequences would be disastrous. The differeues 
between Afghans is an indigenous phenomenon in the aftermath of 
Soviet occupation which must be settled by them alone tbroagh consul- 
tations and negotiations. Third countries can, at best, farihtaie dialogue 
between the various Afghan factions and help UN. and OIC initiatives. 

The argument expressed in the article feat fee unfortunate killing of 
diplomats by some renegade soldiers of fee Afghan govemmem justifies 
military intervention in self-defence is not valid. Article 51 of the chater 
isconfinedtosetf-defena“whenanannedattackcxm5againstacouih 
try.” To promote such a wide inteqjretationcf Article 51 would be setting 
a very dangerous precedent which wiD undanrine fee UN. Chater itself 
It may be recalled that Pakistan’s embassy in Kabul was attarkeri in 
September 1995 and burnt with fee encouragement of the previous 
Afghan government Pakistan's ambassador and other officials were 
repeatedly stabbed and left for dead by the officially inspired mob and 
one was killed. However, Rridstan had not used that incident as a cause 
for intervention, but had shown great patience in resolving fee matter 
amicably. For this reason, tiie government of Pakistan has beat urging the 
government of Iran, with which it enjoys traditional friendly relations, to 
seek a peaceful settlement, particularly as fee Af ghan government has 
comminBd itself to punishing those renegade soldiers who were respon- 
sible far the killing of Iranian diplomats in Mazar-e^S harif. P akistan foytf 
has strongly condemned this and has made its position known to the 
Afghan government 


Tikriti defection deprives Iraq of funds 


P.V. Vrvekanand is a former editor of the Jordan Tunes, 
and is now wife Gulf Today. 


THE REPORTED defection of Barzan Ibrahim Hassan 
AJ Tikriti. Iraq’s erstwhile permanent delegate to fee 
UN. in Europe, could prove to be a severe Wow to Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein at a critical moment accord- 
ing to experts in the region. 

They point out that despite his pointed defiance of 
repealed orders from Saddam for his return home in fee 
last five years, Tikriti held the central string to the Iraqi 
leader's clandestine funds in Europe amounting to hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars. 

Beyond feat Tikriti. a half-brother of Saddam, could 
prow to be a treasure trove of information on fee activi- 
ties of fee Iraqi regime if he opts to cooperate wife 

Western and American intelligence agencies — a possi- 
bility that most experts tend to discount 

“It is unlikely that Tikriti would squeal state secrets 
and the gory' details of fee regime’s actions because he 
cannot do so without implicating himself’ said a highly 
informed Arab source. 

“He has been part and parcel of fee regime as much as 
Hussein Kamel had been,” added the source, in a refer- 
ence to Saddam’s son-in-law. who fled his country in 
1995 but returned seven months later and was killed. 

There is almost near agreement among analysts and 
observers that Tikriti would not be any luckier than 
Hussein Kamel to be accepted as a genuine leader of the 
Iraqi opposition. 

“His hands have been as bloody as Saddam himself as 
far as the opposition is conceraedT said fee Arab source. 

Washington, fee leader of the anti-Iraq camp in the 
West, will find itself hard put to cut a deal with Tikriti, 
whose name appears prominently in an official list of 
"people with terrorist links” and whose assets and bank 
accounts are ordered frozen by the administration. 

However, now that he is no longer entitled to diplo- 
matic immunity, he could be pressured into making vol- 
untary disclosures — in return for immunity from pros- 
ecution in fee West Those disclosures could be poten- 
tially harmful not only to Saddam but also to hundreds 
of individuals and companies in fee West which had 


secret links with fee Iraqi regime. 

Beyond that, estrangement with Tikriti also deprives 
Saddam of access to l us funds held outside the country 
— or whatever is left of such assets. 

Through sheer cunning and elaborate camouflage, 
Tikriti. desaibed by farmer associates as an "exception- 
ally Westernised Arab." is believed to have kepi the bulk 
of Saddam’s funds beyond the reach of fee West's 
sequestration of all Iraqi assets held abroad foDowing the 
Iraqi invaaon of Kuwait in August 1990. 

During his exile in Jordan between August 1995 and 
February 1996, Hussein Kamel confirmed in private 
conversations that Tikriti controlled a major part of 
Saddam's funds abroad and denounced the man, who 
once beaded Iraq's dreaded secret police. 

“Barzan is the kind of person who does not attach 
value to anybody." Hussein Kamel told Time magazine. 
“He was very harmful to the Iraqi people — imprison- 
ments, torture, executions." “If it is true that Barzan A1 
Tikriti has defected, then it means that Saddam is 
deprived of a good part of his clandestine holdings 
abroad," according to a Cyprus-based Arab business- 
man. 

‘He operated dozens of bank accounts in Europe and 
offshtxe hanking units under assumed names and prox- 
ies, and these accounts were largely used to pay for Iraqi 
imports of food and medicine through a labyrinth of 
banking transactions,” said fee businessman. 

While serving the Iraqi regime's interests. Tikriti is 
also believed to have siphoned off part of fee funds 
assigned to him to his personal accounts. 

The sweeping trade embargo imposed on Iraq by the 
UN. foliowing fee invaaon of Kuwait made “things a lot 
murkier for fee authorities in Baghdad to keep a dear 
account of fee funds under its control" said fee busi- 


nessman. 

“In many cases after fee sanctions were imposed, pro- 
ceeds from fee sale Of smuggled Iraqi oil were sent to 
accounts controlled by Tikriti, from where they were 
supposed to have been spent on Iraqi imports," added fee 
businessman. 

Before the Gulf crisis, Tikriti played a key role in 
Iraq's armament programme in terms of acquiring 


equipment and technology to develop weapons. But, 
according to European sources, safe imports came to an 
end in ntid-1991. 

“There is no indication that Tikriti or any other Iraqi 
diplomat abroad was engaged in procuring arms tech- 
nology or equipment after mid-1991," according to a 
well-informed European diplomat. “None of the repeals 
that Iraq continues to develop weapons despite the sanc- 
tions could be corroborated." said fee diplomat. 

While in Baghdad immediately after Saddam took 
power in 1978, Tikriti was involved in the country’s 
weapons development programme both directly and 
indirectly, seconding to published reports. Hussein 
Sharistani a Canadian-trained Iraqi scientist who has 
fled the country, has indicated that Tikriti playedarolein 
Iraq's efforts to develop a nuclear bomb in fee early 80i 

Sharistani wbo was the top scientific adviser to Iraq’s 
nuclear energy emunission, has said that he was asked 
in 1979 by Saddam Hussein to help develop a nuclear 
bomb. He said no and was immediately detained and tor- 
aired, be told Western reporters after fleeing the country. 

While in detention, he was visited in September 1980 
by Tikriti, who was then head of the Iraqi secret police, 
arid who told him feat Saddam regretted his arrest and 
needed his services for his country. 

"Tikriti said Iraq needed an atom bomb because it 
would give us a long arm to rearrange fee map of fee 
Middle East," Sharistani said, adding that he refused and 
wasrentenoedtoiifeimpri^^ 10 years. 

Tikriti also visited him several times in jail thereafter 
in an effort to persuade him to change his mind, accord- 
ing to Sharistani who was rescued from prison by an 
unidentified official during the chaos of the Gulf crisis 
sparked by the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in August 1990. 

Baraan, who was assigned to the Iraqi UN. mission in 
Geneva shortly before the invasion, was fee tongest-serv- 
ing Iraqi ambassador abroad until an order issued in June 
asked him to return home. 

He refused and has apparently taken advantage of a 
business residency given to him by fee Swiss govern- 
ment to stay in fee country despite the loss of diplomat- 
ic status. 

While it is assumed that fears stemming from his long- 


ninning conflict wife Saddam's eldest son, Uday, are 
behind Tiknti’s refusal to return home, infbened senates 
say feat he could also lace Saddam's wrath for alleged 
misuse of f unds 

“In the three years after the Gulf war, it was chaos in 
Europe when it came to Iraqi orders for food and merfi-. 
cines.” said the Cyprus-based businessman. ‘These were 
a lot of crossed wires all around; hundreds of middle 
men running around trying to secure recoofinnatkns of 
banking documents issued by the Central B ank of Iraq, 
performance guarantees, offers and ryumrpr offers fix 
anything and everything from rice from India to frozen 
chicken from Venezuela,” be said. 

“to most cases, all the trails led back to Barzan A1 
Tikriti, whose personal approval was needed for the 
release of any money — but of course fir a price," 
accenting to the businessman. ‘Tens of minims of dol- 
lars changed hands in bribes dis guised as commission.'' 
he added, 

Ijjl993, “several tonnes'' of gold were sent to Geneva 
by 'fee Trap regime, which wanted fee proceeds from fee 
sale of fee metal to be deposited in “a pereonal account," 
but Tikriti, who orchestrated fee sale, simply “diverted 

fee money to other accounts,” accotdmg to the business- 
man. 

Hknti’s running conflict wife Uday —mostly stem- 
nriig from his opposition to Saddam groo ming iris son 
^hts successor — was supposed tohavebeen buried by 
fee marriage between his daughter, Saja, and Uday. But 

Ale FTUlniaiw* _ ■- ... ■ r .1 


c^^vui^awiaiucjiganownveswnnneriaaK 

j^ueneva after complaining of physical and emotional 


At every given opportunity, Tikriti and Uday tow 
been attacking each other in the past few years, 
to comments to the Western media, Tikriti has. 

Uda y m “crazy, greedy and unfit for pawe” 
while Udav nml Kc is«i _ ^ 


comiphon and inefficiency at his ex-fefeer-in-Jaw. 

Iraq is not a monarchy,” Tikriti was quoted, by 
Londons AlHayat newspaper as saying in a late 1995. 
toterview. Tbe direction towards the inheritance of 
powerm Iraq is unacceptable, 

“if I oppose, I will do it in my own special way.” 
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Afghans brace for Masood offensive 


By Luke Hunt 

Agcnce France Presse 

IN THE streets of Kabul and along the dusty 
highways to the frontlines, the Taieban’s arch 
rival Ahmad Shah Masood is raising fears of 
another bloody Afghan offensive. 

Masood’s forces, perched along mountain- 
tops which cradle his base in the P&njsher Val- 
ley, are exchanging missiles with the TaJeban’s 
frontlines about 25 kilometres north of Kabul. 

But the strategy is expected to change. Ana- 
lysts expect the former defence minister to 
launch a foil-scale arrack before the winter 
snows set in and some fear he could start tar- 
geting Kabul itself for bombardment. 

“He is likely to make a move and we will 
move too,” a Taleban soldier on the frontline 


said. “Something could happen over the next 
five to 10 days” Most anticipate a fierce clash 
by mid-October. 

Masood, a renowned military tactician with 
10,000 men, .is the Iasi major obstacle io the 
Taleban militia’s control over all Afghanistan. 

However, recent sweeping victories by the 
purist Islamic militia in the north and in areas 
around Masood’s home in Purwun province 
have effectively cut him off from the outside 
world and routed the four-party opposition 
alliance of which he is part. 

Sources said Masood’s food and weapon sup- 
plies are dwindling, autumn has arrived and he 
must be considering an offensive to reopen 
supply lines before the snow starts. 

“He has to do something. He is extremely 
exposed and the option Ls still there (for 


attack}," one independent source said. 

"The winters are extraordinarily severe. Last 
year be was able to rely on allies in the north to 
ferry in supplies. This year he doesn’t have that 
support so lie has two choices: he can with Jrau 
or reassess his position.” 

While pre-wimer offensives are not uncom- 
mon in Afghanistan, rising tensions between 
the Taleban and Iran — which has massed 
more than 200,000 troop $ along rhe border — 
and the September 13-14 rocketing of Kabul 
have thrown two wild cards into this year’s 
equation. 

Taleban authorities blamed Masood for the 
missile attacks which killed more than 70 peo- 
ple. Masood rejects the accusation. 

He has the reputation of never having bom- 
barded the civilian population in Kabul. His 


local popularity remains high as a result of this 
and because of his reputation as a guerrilla 
lighter during the 10-year Soviet occupation. 

Further, the destruction two weeks ago 
occurred in districts populated by Masood sup- 
porters. 

One military strategist said it was impossible 
to gauge the reasoning behind the attacks, 
except to note that they coincided with a meet- 
ing on Afghanistan at the United Nations in 
New York. 

“Why would Masood risk alienating his own 
supporters ’l” he said. 

“It doesn’t make sense but if Masood was 
responsible then it signals a major shift in his 
strategy. Hitting his own districts may have 
been an accident and Kabul could quite easily 
come under attack again.” 


Analysis predicting a Masood offensive said 
the Iranian deployment had diverted Taleban 
military strength, particularly from around the 
central province of Bamiyan, to the border. 

‘‘Weapons, food, what it takes to maintain the 
Taleban's march had to be diverted,” one said. 

However, Bamiyan has all but fallen, leaving 
Masood as the vanguard of the anri-Taleban 
alliance, but isolated and reliant on friends in 
his native Tajikistan. 

“Conceivably he could still receive supplies 
from Tajikistan depending on the availability 
of nearby airstrips and Iran could prove an 
important tactic.” one independent soua'e said. 

“Masood will probably launch some son of 
offensive and if Iran maintains its troops on the 
border, then perhaps that will create some 
breathing space and give Masood an edge.” 


Seeing the 
world with 
fresh eyes 


Culture 
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By Sally Bland 

WHEN THE An Centre in 
Shmeisani opened last . summer, 
director Maha Abu Ayyash was aim- 
ing for something more than routine- 
ly providing courses. “Primarily, 
when teaching art, you’re training 
people to look around them, to see 
with a fresh eye, a more focused 
eye,” she says. “Something like 80 
per cent of our vision is useld just to 
avoid accidents in our daily lives. 
The other 20 per cent does all the 
rest We’re trying to increase that 
ratio, so people use more of their 
visual powers to enjoy life and 
appreciate their environment. This 
will help make them artists.” 

Maha obtained a Masters in An 
from the School of Arts Institute of 
Chicago, in 1991. Under her direc- 
tion, the Ait Centre offers a consecu- 
tive series of intensive two-month 
courses in drawing, water-colours, 
sculpture and ceramics. The first 
summer session ended in early Sep- 
tember, and the centre is now accept- 
ing registration for the fall term. Cur- 
rently on display in the centre's 
gallery are drawings, water-colours, 
sculptures and ceramic pieces done 
by students during the summer class- 
es. The exhibition is open to the pub- 
lic, as it is pan of the centre’s pro- 
gramme to follow through on the 
learning experience by allowing stu- 
dents to get feedback from others on 
what they have produced. The exhi- 
bition is virtually an open house 
where anyone who is interested can 
view the studios, equipment and art- 
work, talk to the staff, and find out 
what the Art Centre is all about. 

The exhibited works from the 
b eginnin g drawing course serve as a 
graphic illustration of the 
teaching/1 earning process. High on 
the wall are the first drawings pro- 
duced by the participants. Under 
each is the last drawing made by the 
same student at the end of the course. 
The contrast is striking. All the pic- 
tures are still life, but 

^tile-most of the ini- . . . - 

tiai works are on the 
stiff side, the final 
drawings are not only 
more accurate and 
proportional, but also 
full of contrasts. light 
and motion. 

When asked what 
she learned in the 
drawing course, 

Riyam AJ Jawari 
smiles and admits, 

“Just about every- 
thing. When I started 
1 didn't know how to 
hold the pencil cor- 
rectly. I didn’t think 
about light or compo- 
sition. Now I know 
how to look at things, 
to see how the light hits them. My 
composition is more precise.” 

Riyam anticipates that her newly 
acquired drawing skills will help her 
in her work at Silsal Ceramics, where 
she is a designer. “The two comple- 
ment each other.” 

The other important things, accord- 
ing to Riyam, is to feel independent. 
She is referring in particular to the 
drawing she made at borne to enter in 
the competition that is linked to the 
exhibition. “At the centre there is a 
supportive environment My teacher 
had an approach that made it easy to 
improve. From the beginning he 
asked us why we had drawn things as 
w e did. This helped us to think about 
how to-do our works in the best way. 
When working at home on my draw- 
ing for the competition, I felt I might 
actually become an artist” 

Building students’ self-confidence 
is only part of what is required of the 
teachers at the centre. Besides having 
a sufficient academic background in 


their specific 
field, the instruc- 
tors must like to 
teach. “They 
must like making 
knowledge acces- 
sible to others," 
explains Maha. 

“They must also 
have the patience 
needed to instil 
artistic skills. 

They should have 
experience in 
teaching different 
kinds of people of 
different back- 
grounds and ages. 

And they should 
have a sense of 
humour.” 

The Ait Centre 
is not only a 
school. It is also a 
place to which people may bring 
their own works of art to be dis- 
cussed, or to have specialists give 
them some direction if needed. 
“Upon returning to Amman, I missed 
the environment of the university 
where artists got together and talked 
shop, where it was easy to do art or 
talk about it,” says Maha. “We’re 
hoping to find more and more people 
who want to specialise in a particular 
field, such as water-colours or 
ceramics, in order to develop our 
courses and the interaction between 
artists." 

The students in the summer course 
were roughly divided between total 
beginners and people with some 
experience in art. Among the latter is 
Talal Sumrain who chose to partici- 
pate in the beginners ceramics course 
after working on bis own. Strictly 
speaking, he is hardly a beginner. For 
five years, he has been doing ceram- 
ics in his kitchen at home, aided by 
art books he found at the British 
Council. Obviously, be had already 
achieved something. The walls of the 
Yasrneen Hotel are decorated by a 




series of 25 relief murals which he 
produced. Still, Talal chose to make 
himself a beginner “in order to bene- 
fit to the maximum." 

Among the most valuable lessons 
he learned during the summer 
course. Talal counts the acquisition 
of new methods and techniques. 
“The atmosphere at the centre is also 
important. It makes a difference 
being in a specialised art centre. This 
gives me a sense of achievement. In a 
group lesson, there is usually a spirit 
of competition which motivates the 
students. Being at the Art Centre is 
also a chance to talk to others, 
including artists and journalists, to 
interact and discuss art. This is good 
for the artist and for our society.” 

Among the ceramics work done 
during the summer course, Talal has 
seven pieces on display, ranging 
from free forms to cylinders and 
vases built up by coils of clay. Per- 
haps the most interesting is a large 


cube with slight irregularities and tri- 
angular cut-out holes. ‘This one 
began when the teacher asked us to 
make a cube,” he comments. 'To 
escape from the dullness of the cube, 
I cut away the comers and added 
light holes. Now it might serve as a 
lamp shade.” 

Besides developing artistic tech- 
niques, Talal stresses the role of the 
unexpected. “Ceramics is a world of 
accidents and surprises," be says, 
showing how when ajar he had made 
cracked, he used the crack as part of 
the design and added a cover, giving 
the piece a new twist. 

By providing high-quality instruc- 
tion and the chance for practice and 
experimentation in diverse fields of 
art, the centre is something new and 
unique in Amman. Talal says that 
during the five years he worked at 
home' he was looking for a place like 
this. “I really think it is one of a kind, 
for although Amman is a big city, 
there are not enough opportunities in 
the field of art. Most people's time is 
consumed by making a living. This is 
something l*m sorry about, because 
we should give 
more time to art 
since it fulfils 
important human 
needs.” 

Talal’s comments 
overlap with Maha 
Abu Ayyash’s origi- 
nal reasons for 
establishing the An 
Centre. On the per- 
sonal level, she 
views it as a chance 
for herself and other 
artists to make a liv- 
c ing from art. “In 
9 Jordan few artists 
make a living from 
their art immediate- 
ly,” she says. “Many 
are teachers, but 
they usually teach in 
a school or institution, not in a real 
art environment. What has been 
missing for artists was also missing 
for aspiring art students. 1 hoped that 
the Art Centre would function in an 
environment where there was a need 
for it. Judging from the response so 
far, it seems I was not completely 
wrong.” 

The Art Centre provides partici- 
pants with all the facilities and mate- 
rials necessary for learning skills and 
producing works of art, including the 
raw materials. In the drawing course, 
this means everything from pencils, 
charcoal and erasers, to sketching 
paper. In ceramics, it includes clay, 
an apron, tools, plus the equipment 
for glazing and firing. The centre is 
fully accredited by the Ministry of 
Education, and students receive a 
certificate upon completion of a 
course. All courses are concluded 
with a group exhibition, such as the 
current one which runs for two 
weeks, ending on October 8th. 


A time of no borders 


The Politics of Regional Trade in 
Iraq, Arabia, and the Cuff, 17-15- 
1900 

By Halo Fattak 

Slate University of Sew York 
Press, 1997, 254 pages 

IT IS well-knou n that mew of 
uxh\’s Middle Ea.il itaies are of 
relatively recent origin, with har- 
den. that were drawn by tdimd 
powers. Still, in analysing the pre- 
i]jdusmul period. Middle East his- 
torians continue to rely on ihoe 
bonlers viewing reality in temis 
of limited localities. Ottoman stale 
policy and colonial influence, to 
the exclusion of other factors. 
They thus miss the flavour, if not 
the essence, of life in the region at 
a time when it was just that — a 
coherent region — neither criss- 
crossed by rigid borders, nor dom- 
inated by external forces. Con- 
cerning the land areas bordering 
on the Gull': “Little attention has 
been paid to the inception and 
o/ganisarion of a regional market 
that bought, sold, and transported 
agricultural goods and livestock to 
India before the advent of steam 
enrines or rail transportation” ip. 
207}. 

In a refreshing change from the 
usual model. Dr. Hala Fanah has 
made a daring leap of the imagi- 
nation — and intellect — beyond 
prevailing geographical and o m- 
ceptual boundaries, to see how the 
region really was in past centuries 
Her book. The Politics of Region- 
al Trade in Iraq, .Arabia, and the 
Gulf, shows a mercantile system 
shaped not primarily by Ottoman 
decree or European influence, hut 
more by the resourcefulness of 
indigenous merchants engaged in 
long-distance trade. “The Wan- 
dering Tribes of the Desen" men- 
tioned in the British East India 
Company's correspondence, did 
not simply wander, nor stay in the 
desert Many of them migrated 
with well-defined economic 
intents — building market towns, 
free ports and trade monopolies, 
or sending family members as far 
afield as India to be their trade 
agents. 

Dr. Fanah contends that “by the 
17AX a long-standing regional 
trade bloc hud emerged in .Arabia, 
Iraq and the Gulf that tied remote 
districts in Najd to cosmopolitan 
towns such as Bombay by means 
of barter, credit and cash." This 
network accounted for a major 
part of Indian Ckean commerce 
and “was to withstand all exterior 
challenges until the 1860s. when 
European trade finally managed 
to subsume regional operations 
into the wider context of the w urld 
economy" ip. 1). 

In the past, interdependence 
was the order of the day: “Region- 
al networks of trade tied trihal 
markets in Najd to the markets 
and port of lower Iraq iSuq Al 
Shuyakh, Zubair, Khammisixxa. 
and Basra), which in turn pros id- 
ed njosr of the foodstuffs and arti- 
cles of clothing necessary lor 
Kuwait and Arabistan (Hmvjiza 
and Muhammaraf (p. 8). This 
interdependence was a key factor 
in the local economy's ability to 
counteract food shortages as well 
as Ottoman and British domi- 
nance. Here one is struck by the 
obvious contrast between iltc 
interdependence depicted by I h. 
Fanah, and the present fragmented 
situation in the region of w hich 
she writes. 

For several centuries, Basra, 
strategically situated at the mouth 
of the Shan A! Arab, was the hub 
for interregional and long-distance 
trade. With Iraq being the region’s 
grainery, Basra served as the cen- 
tral market for grain as well as 
dates, the main port for shipments 
to and from India, and thus the 
conduit for the products of Najd, 
Kuwait, Baghdad and Arabistan. 
Settled by merchants from Najd 
(central Arabia) and Persia, its 
very demography bore witness to 


tlte regional intermingling of the 
merchant class. Despite bring 
conquered by the Ottomans in 
1546. ib role in inter-regional 
trade did not diminish, it was nei- 
ther subordinated to Istanbul's 
needs, nor to the spice trade with 
India. Later on. British fleets 
made inroads in the trade with 
India, but they were not immedi- 
ately able to comm! the local riv er 
rati* of Iraq. 

Even the technological superi- 
ority of the British steamships did 
not carry the day immediately. 
Throughout the ISOOs. the low- 
operating costs and manoeuvra- 
bility of local vessels insured their 
place in regional trade. “In the 
1930s. .Arab dhows were still 
manoeuvring their way down the 
East African coast, and still sailing 

In llUli.1. l.hL*ll V. Ill] ..LiVs .111.1 '..il- 
I'l.l! ,iHllllh«illTlCs 1'hxllLv‘il 


in Iraq and Kuwait." These light- 
weight crafts were virtual “float- 
ing bazaans" from which •■practi- 
cally every deckhand traded in his 
own merchandise while transport- 
ine the merchandise of others” (p. 
8L5). 

These are only a few of the 
many examples marshalled by Dr. 
Fanah to dispute “modenrisarion” 
theories which contend that the 
introduction of steam transport 
was the catalyst for the commer- 
cialisation of agriculture, the 
sedentarisanoo of pastoral trites, 
urban growth and the subsequent 
boom in foreign trade. As Dr. En- 
tail's research stows, many of 
these economic realities already 
existed, having sprung out of local 
conditions rather than being intro- 
duced by external forces. 

( )l Iraqi i ingin. Di l .iti.ih n»nv 
rc'kk*' liciv m JnriLui. Hei tonk i- 



based on her PhD. dissertation in 
history at the University of Cali- 
fornia in Los .Angeles. In this 
book, her approach is reminiscent 
of Besham Doumani's Rediscov- i 
ering Palestine 1 1995 1 , which 
depicts Ottoman Palestine by 
focusing on its products. Tlte 
political economy of textiles, olive 
oil and soap also shows Palestine 
in its regional context, closely i 
linked to Damascus. Beirut and | 
Transjordan. Dr. Fanah, had she 
so chosen, might have subtitled 
her book “the political economy 
of grain, dates, wool and Arabian 
horses." Her book is a new exam- 
ple dtar this concrete approach 
makes for informative and enjoy- 
able reading, fulfilling the histori- 
an's vocation of recreating the past 
so that we can team from it. 

— Sallx Bland 


SADIQ SUBSCRIBERS ONLY 




TO ALL FASTL1NK 
SUBSCRIBERS 

Fastlink would like to announce that 
as of October 10, 1998, the number 
five (5) will be added to the 
beginning of all mobile numbers. 
Therefore, Fastlink kindly 
requests the presence of 
all Sadiq subscribers at the 
following locations bringing 
with them their Sadiq SIM 
cards on the pre-set dates 
and at the pre-set times in 
order for their designated 
numbers to be reprogrammed. 


LOCATIONS: 

Amman: Marmara Hotel, Mecca Street behind 
Kanaan Gas Station 
Wihdat: Fastlink Sales Shop 
Aqaba: Fastlink Sales Shop 
Irbid: Fastlink Sales Shop 

Date: Saturday October 3rd 

9am-12pm Mobile numbers from 20007 to 39257 
1 pm-4pm Mobile numbers from 39260 to 50287 
5pm-8pm Mobile numbers from 50356 to 62100 
8pm-9pm Mobile numbers from 62109 to 68049 

Date: Sunday October 4th 

9am-12pm Mobile numbers from 68054 to 74546 
1pm-4pm Mobile numbers from 74554 to 81450 
5pm-8pm Mobile numbers from 81479 to 86225 
8pm-9pm Mobile numbers from 86228 to 87255 

Date: Monday October 5th 

9am-12pm Mobile numbers from 87257 to 91056 
1 pm-4pm Mobile numbers from 91 059 to 94966 
5pm-8pm Mobile numbers from 94968 to 9821 8 
8pm-9pm Mobile numbers from 98223 to 99307 

Ail customers are kindly requested to abide by the specified 
dates and times. 

Fastlink apologizes for any inconvenience this may cause. 


For more information cail us at: 

Amman - 586 3750, Tayebat Village - 4770 770 
Aqaba - 03 2022 557, Irbid - 02 251 691 
or dial 1 1 1 on your mobile. 
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G-7 meets to ward off world recession 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Finance ministers and cen- 
tral bank governors of the 
Group of Seven (G-7) lead- 
ing industrial countries 
began talks here Saturday 
expected to focus on how to 
ward off a global recession. 

They were also to hear 
details of a $30 billion 
Japanese proposal for a 
new aid package for crisis- 
hit Asian countries, and a 
U.S. suggestion for a crisis 
fund to help nations threat- 
ened by contagion from 
other countries' economic 
troubles, in a bid to forestall 
a meltdown. 

U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Robert Rubin stressed 
ahead of the meeting, how- 
ever, that attention would 
also focus on the need for 
Japan to take action to stim- 
ulate its economy and push 
through reform of its ailing 
banking sector to pull out 
of recession. » 

He said Japanese recov- 
ery was crucial to restoring 
confidence and growth to 
the crisis-hit Asian 
economies. 

But G-7 members France 
and Britain, along with the 


United States, have also 
said that the world’s lead- 
ing industrial nations must 
all do more at home to 
boost growth if confidence 
is . to be restored and the 
contagion effect of the 
Asian crisis is to be 
reversed. 

The International Mone- 
tary Fund (IMF) said this 
week that the world econo- 
my was moving closer to 
recession, slashing its fore- 
casts for global economic 
growth by a third to 2.0 per 
cent this year and 2.S per 
cent in 1999. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton said Friday that “we 
don't have to have a world- 
wide recession if those of 
us that enjoy growth will 
take the initiative and move 
now." 

Japan on Saturday 
derailed its $30 billion aid 
proposal in a meeting with 
finance ministers and cen- 
tral bank governors of six 
crisis-hit Asian economies, 
who welcomed the new ini- 
tiative. 

A Japanese statement said 
“Japan intends to cooperate 
closely with the multilateral 


development banks and the 
related countries, especially 
Asia-Pacific countries and 
G-7 countries in imple- 
menting the new initiative.” 

Rubin gave a cautious 
welcome to the proposal on 
Friday, but stressed it could 
not replace economic and 
b ankin g reform at home. 

Clinton meanwhile pro- 
posed Friday a “new mech- 
anism" under which the 
IMF would provide emer- 
gency assistance to coun- 
tries not in crisis but threat- 
ened by the impact of eco- 
nomic turmoil elsewhere. 

British Finance Minister 
Gordon Brown on Saturday 
lent qualified support to 
this proposal, while his 
Canadian colleague, Paul 
Martin, was more circum- 
spect, describing the idea as 
“quite interesting.” 

Japanese Finance Minis- 
ter Kiichi Miyazawa said 
after a pre-G-7 meeting 
with Rubin on Saturday 
that be would support the 
U.S. initiative. 

“But we would tike the 
United States to pass the 
IMF funding as quickly as 
possible, otherwise the IMF 


cannot do its own work.” 
The U.S. Congress has 
refused to approve the U.S. 
$18 billion share of a new 
funding package agreed last 
year. 

Germany, a key member 
of the G-7 group, suffers 
from weakened representa- 
tion at this crucial meeting, 
with no finance mini ster to 
send because of political 
uncertainty at home follow- 
ing Sunday's election, 
although central bank pres- 
ident Hans Tietmeyer will 
be present 

The United States has 
already moved this week to 
signal a call for economic 
growth, cutting interest 
rates by 0.25 percentage 
points, but this initially sent 
stock prices plunging even 
further on disappointment 
that the cut was not deeper. 

On Friday, however. Wall 
Street share prices clawed 
back a small part of their 
losses and the dollar sta- 
bilised on hopes that the G- 
7 would come up with 
some concrete proposals to 
make things better. 

IMF Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus said 


Thursday that a G-7 effort 
to take the lead for growth 
in the world could help 
convince markets that 
thin gs will get better rather 
than worse next year, “and 
they will not have many 
reasons to consider overre- 
acting." 

Reform of the global 
financial system to better 
avert and deal with eco- 
nomic crises is also a key 
topic on the agenda at Sat- 
urday's meeting ahead of 
the IMF and World Bank 
annual meetings here next 
week, 

The meeting has a crowd- 
ed agenda as ministers and 
centra) bank governors will 
also have to discuss the 
urgent issue of what can be 
done to help Russia out of 
its economic crisis. 

Russia's finance minis ter 
and central bank governor 
are to meet with the G-7 
leaders at the end of their 
session. 

The G-7 groups Britain, 
Canada, France, Germany. 
Italy, Japan and the United 
States 


Russian premier tries to woo foreign investors 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russian Prime Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov Satur- 
day called for more long- 
term foreign investment 
and insisted that his gov- 
ernment would press on 
with privatization despite 
the current crisis. 

Primakov also denied 
yet again reports suggest- 
ing Russia was consider- 
ing banning the use of 
dollars inside the country, 
calling the idea part of the 
current media “insanity,” 
Russian news agencies 
reported. 

“We need an influx of 
capital in the production 
sector." as opposed to the 
financial sector, agencies 
quoted him as telling for- 
eign business leaders dur- 
ing a meeting. 

The Russian leader then 
confirmed that the gov- 
ernment would pursue 
privatisation “within the 
limits that will allow us to 
attain our fiscal and bud- 
getary objectives" and 
“serve the interest of the 
country” 

The new Russian gov- 
ernment, whose number 


two is a communist, has 
vowed to support 

increased industrial pro- 
duction. 

But government coffers 
are empty, and relaunch- 
ing industrial production 
would prove difficult 

without foreign aid. 

Primakov also justified 
the recent halt in privatis- 
ing the oil firm Rosneft, 
citing inflation, which has 
skyrocketed since the rou- 
ble's devaluation mid- 
August. 

Inflation had caused the 
company's worth to plum- 
met, Primakov said, from 
between $500 million and 
$700 million last summer 
to between $300 million 
and $350 million now. 

The government refuses 
to sell the state's goods 
“for nothing,” he added. 

But one business leader 
at the meeting, from the 
consulting firm Ernst and 
Young, warned that for- 
eign investors would stay 
away from Russia \mtil 
better conditions weft? in 
place. 

Those include, he said, 
the Russian government 
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modernising the fiscal 
system, implementing a 
more efficient banking 
system and promulgating 
equal treatment of foreign 
and Russian investors. 

Reiterating the govern- 
ment had no plans to ban 
the dollar, Primakov did 
concede that outgoing 
capital would be con- 
trolled. 

“There is no other 
restriction envisioned,” he 
said. 

The government 

announced measures that 
would force exporters to 
convert a bigger part of 
their profits into roubles 
from dollars on the 
exchange market. These 
measures, whose aim is to 
curb speculation on the 
rouble and thereby sup- 
port the Russian currency, 
have resulted in a rouble- 
to-dollar exchange rate 
that analysts see as large- 
ly artificial. 

Meanwhile. some 

30.000 small and raid-’ 
sized businesses have 
closed their doors in 
Moscow this autumn as a 
result of economic tur- 
moil in Russia, a senior 
city official has revealed. 

Up to 15 per cent of the 
capital's estimated 

220.000 smaller business- 
es have ceased their oper- 
ations said Yevgeny 
Yegorov, the head of the 
Moscow city govern- 
ment's department on 


small businesses. 

About 150,000 

Moscow-based entrepre- 
neurs have been left out 
of work as a result. 

“Most of these people 
will remain unemployed 
for some time, but I hope 
not too long," said 
Yegorov. adding that 
many small businesses 
will have to merge in 
order to survive the bitter 
financial crisis. 

The largest sector 
affected so far involves 
merchants, including the 
so-called shuttle traders 
who purchase their wares 
abroad and then resell the 
items on Moscow mar- 
kets. 

According to another 
report, thousands of Russ- 
ian companies that 
account for about 40 per 
cent of the country’s gross 
national product are con- 
trolled by criminal 
groups. 

Vladimir Putin, the head 
of Russia's Federal Secu- 
rity Service (FSB) told 
the Federation Council, 
the upper house of the 
Russian parliament, that 
the FSB is investigating 
about 2,500 officials sus- 
pected of corruption. 

Former soldiers are par- 
ticularly vulnerable to 
being drawn into criminal 
activities. Putin said, 
according to the 1TAR- 
Tass news agency. 

Although it has fre- 


quently announced anti- 
corruption campaigns in 
the past. Russian govern- 
ment has been unable to 
stem the tide of crime in 
the economy. 

Russia's interior min- 
istry has acknowledged 
that strengthened ties 
between criminals and 
authorities helped drive 
up Russia’s overall crime 
rate by four per cent in 
the first half of 1998 from 
the same period last year, 
the Interfax news agency 
reported. 

Kidnappings were up by 
a third and theft also rose. 
Much of the growth 
resulted from tensions in 
Russia's Caucasus region, 
an area plagued by ethnic, 
religious, and territorial 
violence. Interior Minis- 
ter Sergei Stepashin said, 
according to Interfax. 

Corruption also has con- 
tributed to the country’s 
present economic crisis, 
and another crime wave 
was likely to follow the 
present disorder. 

Stepashin said. 

“Criminal actions led to 
the crisis of non-pay- 
ments in the coal indus- 
try.” Interfax quoted him 
as saying. “The same 
applies to the fuel and 
energy complex." 

Crime and corruption is 
often cited by foreign 
investors as one reason 
they are reluctant to 
invest in Russia. 
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Agreement signed between MAP and MDM - France 


ON SEPTEMBER 24, 1998, MiSdecins du Monde 
- France (MDM) and MAP - Jordan have signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding concerning the 
joint project of establishing a health centre in 
Jerash Camp (Gaza Camp). The signature has 
taken place between MAPs chairman. Mr. Abdul- 
Majeed S bo man, and the representative of MDM 
in Jordan, Dr. Wondwossen Esbelu. The project 
will bring new facilities to the people of the camp 
and surrounding areas, such as specialist's consul- 
tations, emergency services, medical lab. X-ray 
services and pharmacy. The centre will be open for 
all, for nominal charges. MAP, who has been run- 
ning a medical centre in Hitdn Camp since 1990, 


is due to take over total responsibility over the pro- 
ject alter an Implementation phase of 2 years. The 
new facility will coordinate with the already exist- 
ing health centre tun by UNRWA, in order to be as 
complementary as possible. The funding for the 
operation has been granted by the European Com- 
mission. 

The agreement between MDM and MAP shows 
the increasing cooperation made between NCOS 
from European countries and Jordan, as a way to 
enhance links between the civil societies of both 
areas, for the benefit and understanding of all par- 
ties involved. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Loathe 
5 Bovary's first 
name 

9 Spanish sauce 

14 Saudi, e.g. 

15 Calf meat 

16 Mine entrances 

17 SainTs glow 

18 Formerly, 
formerly 

19 The Pentateuch 

20 Ernie Burnett 
standard, with 

. "My" 

23 of Man 

24 Afore 

25 Urban 
transportation 

28 Dictators 

31 Sports buff 

34 Where lovers 
walk? 

36 Romanian 
currency 

37 Dullard 

38 Ann Ronell jazz 
standard 

42 & others 

43 His companion 

44 Concluded 

45 Carmine, e.g. 

46 School halfway 
point 

49 Radical ‘60s 
student grp. 

50 Sat follower 

51 Sound defeat 

53 Lillian Roth 

autobiography 

60 Jeered 

61 Actor Estrada 

62 Swear 

64 Insipid 

65 Hamlet e.g. 

66 Birthday 
dessert 

67 Passover meal 

68 Winter vehicle 

69 Otherwise 


DOWN 

1 Exclamation of 
doubt 

2 Composer 
Khachaturian 

3 Fireside yam 

4 "Christ Stopped 
at_' 

5 Uniformly 


6 Songsmlth 
Johnny 

7 Pound to a pulp . 

8 Choir voice 

9 Woodland gods 

10 Homemade 
brick 

11 Maltese 
currency 

12 Knife thrust 

13 Pallid 

21 Turf 

22 Slacken 

25 Shady spot 

26 Make one 

2 ? Dinner course 

29 warning 
signal 

30 Bom in 
Bordeaux 

31 Stream 
crossings 

32 Packing heat 

33 Essentials 

35 Sick 

37 _ mot 

39 Habitually 
complaining 

40 Gat married 

41 Leg bone 



46 Homicide 

47 Weasel 

48 Swindled 
50 Act cfl vision 

52 Vestige 

53 Egyptian 
sacred bird 

54 Star or woff 
modifier 


55 Put on cargo 

56 Wiliams and 
Kennedy 

57 Spoken 

58 Racetrack 
shape 

59 Chinese 
cooking pans 

63 Teansy 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



I hide the cafs pill in some chees 
or bologna. That's also how I ge 
my husband to eat peas.” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one lener to each square, io form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Hand Arnold and Mflra AigWon 
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the chubby 

WIENT5 HAP 
THIS AT THE 
PIETIC.IAN’S 
OFFICE. 

Now arrange the circled fell 
form the surprise anwer. a 
8®s*ed by the above cartoo 


oy me aoove can 

-"CxmoxrTT 


, . [Answers m 

yesterdays Jimbles: COWER MAKER WEAKEN VI 
Answer: Easy to and up With When business 
_ is slow — A WEAK WEEK 
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Beat 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Jordan’s ambassador to Iraq advises 
traders and industrialists on best ways 
to win bigger share of the Iraqi market 


Government alters terms for JTC privatisation 
and asks foreign bidders to submit final offers 


JORDANIAN TRADERS and industri- 
alists should make regular visits to Iraq and 
cany out awareness programmes in the var- 
ious fields and media, especially the Iraqi 
Television, to promote Jordanian products, 
Jordan's ambassador to Iraq, Hmoud 
Qaiameh said in an interview published 
Saturday. 

Qaiameh recalled in this regard the efforts 
of many traders from countries neighbouring 
Iraq who make regular visits to the extern 
that some of them cross the Iraqi border car- 
rying the goods on their shoulders to consol- 
idate the position of their country in the lame 
Iraqi market He gave as and example in this 
context Syrian traders who cany large vol- 
ume of goods that flood the Iraqi' marker at a 
ome that coincides with major promotion 
campaigns in the Iraqi media. 

Answering a question about the Jordanian 
pharmaceutical industries, the ambassador 
stressed that Jordanian drugs enjoy an excel- 
lent standing and indicated that the Iraqis 
prefer use the medicines produced in Jordan 
over any other medicine. Qaiameh said the 
Iraqi minister of health told him that the 
Jordanian drugs are very distinguished and 
they meet the generally-recognised specifi- 
cations and standards. 

The ambassador revealed that some coun- 
tries neighbouring Iraq were behind a cam- 
paign against Jordanian products, especially 
drugs, in an attempt to take the Kingdom's 
medicines out of the large Iraqi market. ‘The 
embassy, in cooperation with the concerned 
authorities, was able to counter the allega- 
tions which described the Jordanian medi- 
cines as not fit for consumption,” he said. 

Qatameb stressed that the Jordanian media 
should always be present in Iraq to cover 


events and news whether economic or other- 
wise. He noted that the embassy sends daily 
reports w the Ministiy of Industry and Trade 
on commercial ;tnd industrial developments. 

Qaiameh uImj stressed the need for 
Jordanian exports to abide by the regulations 
set by the Ministry of Industry and Trade to 
avoid any problems noting that Jordan has 
signed a JD200 million trade accord with the 
Iraqi government within the framework of 
the lourth stage. He called on the traders to 
work and coordinate with the government to 
market Jordanian products in the Iraqi mar- 
ket. 

The ambassador highlighted the coopera- 
tion from the Iraqi sick: and urged the 
Jordanian exporters to show their capabili- 
ties in the Iraqi market in order to raise the 
ceiling of the fourth stage to more than 
JD2QO million. He mentioned the JD1G mil- 
lion deal won by die Elba company to sup- 
ply Iraq with buses. 

The ambassador indicated that Iraq is now 
in need of paper, books and school supplies 
estimated to cost JDi(X) million but he 
stressed that suppliers should abide by the 
delivery schedule and that the products 
should be in conformity with specifications. 
He noted that the Iraqi government has 
awarded a tender for the supply of textbooks 
to Jordanian print shops but the suppliers did 
not meet the delivery' timetable and that 
caused problems for the concerned Iraqi 
ministry. 

Qaiameh concluded by calling on the con- 
cerned ponies in Amman to find ihe suitable 
solutions for some of the products which do 
not conform to specifications noting that 
most products meet the required local and 
international standards ( A1 Aswaq). 


By Ghadeer Taber 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment has asked companies 
vying for a 40 per cent equi- 
ty stake in the profitable 
state-owned Jordan 

Telecommunications 
Corporation fJTC) to sub- 
mit their final offers by mid- 
Oaobcr, officials said. 

On Thursday, rhe govern- 
ment sent an amendment to 
its information memoran- 
dum OM.i to British Cable 
and Wireless and Southern 
Bell of the United States 
asking them to send their 
final price and outlined sev- 
eral changes to the original 
terms of the memorandum. 

Cable and Wireless and 
Southern Bell, the two con- 
tenders for the stake offered 
to foreign investors, have 
already submitted their 
indicative prices to the gov- 
ernment. 

According to officials, 
while the amendments 
maintain the same owner- 
ship shares, 40 per cent for 
the strategic partner and 60 
per cent for the government, 
the state will have the right 
to sell another nine per cent 
of its shares. 

The nine per cent can be 
sold to JTC employees on 
preferential terms or could 
be offered for private place- 
ment to provident funds of 
state enterprises. 

Another change, which 
could have a serious impact 
on the final offers, is that 
the mandate of the execu- 
tive board, where the major- 


ARIES: (March 21 to April — ¥T/~\TI n 

19) You’d rather decide when - JjL L/ JVvJ 

to lake action, and do it by 

yourself but there are too I FORECAST FOR SU 

many other people involved, . . - w .. 

and they aU have agendas. [— Rrw< , r mS* -iv 
They want you to do things a y - 

certain way; with luck, they’ll 

tell you what those things are and how they want them done. 
If you really want to succeed, do what they want. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Your house would be a great 
place fora party today. It looks like there’s a lot of activity 
there already. If you have kids, they may have invited ah their 
friends over. Looks like people could be coming from miles 
away. If you haven’t already set something up, do so. You 
might as well take advantage of this situation. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 2 1 ) You'll benefit this morning by 
doing what an older person wants. It won't be all that hard, 
either. Don’t argue, even if you think you have a good point. 
You'll be learning something you can use later, and besides, 
if you’re nice and gentle and polite and cute enough, you may 
getto go out tonight and play with friends. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You should be able to get 
quite a way today on very little money. In fact, you might 
even make money on the deal. If you have business you could 
do in another city, go scout out new locations. If you can get 
a bargain far from home, that’s your excuse. Do something 
today that’s not only fun, but profitable. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 2 1 ) Go along with an older person's 
plan today, and you could be in for a pleasant surprise. This 
person will be more generous than you anticipated, but don’t 
expect all the remuneration to be in money. Maybe none of it 
will be. The valuables you receive could be even more impor- 
tant than cash in making your dreams come true. 

VIRGO: (August 22 ^September 22.) The best games today 
involve a partner. The interaction will not only be lun, but 
motivational. Ask something to play who light you up. You 
tend to get down on yourself, because you’re so tuned in to 
deuul and such a fixer. You want to make everything work for 
everybody, but you can’t. There's just too much. Today, light- 
en up! 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Most of today will be 
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i ~ about serving other people. 

Iv^V/X JE i Watch for things that others 

■ ■ need, and provide them 

)AY OCTOBFR 4 100* bclbrc y ou ’ re asked * ^ is 
— J not easy forjmybody, and 

one Media Services, Inc. f VM » more difficult for you. 

^ Later tonight, you 11 have a 

chance to ask for what you 
want. Make sure you’re with the right person then. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) Although you're 
relaxed by now, you may start noticing more jobs that need 
attention. This time it’s your own idea, so it seems like more 
fun. You might even pash someone else into helping, which 
isn’t a bad plan at all. By battering at least one other person to 
your side, you’ll have a stronger chance of winning. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You 
should going full speed by now. You'll gain a lot of ground in 
a relatively short-time. You’re taking what you previously 
learned and applying it to your own advantage, and you're 
getting a boost from loved ones and friends. Everybody wants 
you to win. and with good reason. When you win, everybody 
wins. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) This is a good 
day to run errands, but get home early. Company could drop 
by, probably somebody you want to see. To make sure, why 
not call and invite the person over? It’s OK to give things a 
push in the direction they're already headed, and it also helps 
you stay on a schedule if you do that. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) The sun in Libra 
and the moon is in Pisces, going into Aries. You’re lucky 
financially today, and thaL's always nice. That cheque in the 
mail could finally show up. You'll get a boost intellectually, 
too. You could get tired of waiting for someone else to find the 
solution, and simply leant how to do it yourself. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You're still on a roll, but 
be careful. You’ll want to spend too much money, especially 
later in the day. You’re so lucky, though, you might get away 
with il, especially if you’re buying presents. Your thoughtful- 
ness will be rapid a hundred fold. Be responsible and don't go 
into debt, but go ahead and be generous. 

Birthstone of September: Opal — Tourmaline 


iry in the seven-seat board 
will be held by the strategic 
partner, will come under 
review when the JTC exclu- 
sivity period runs out in the 
year 2002. 

The review clause was not 
in the original conditions set 
out in the memorandum by 

Merrill Lynch, the 
American firm which the 
government appointed 
along with local partner, the 
Export and Finance Bank, 
as its financial advisor to 
the sale. 

Despite the apparent step 
forward in a much delayed 
privatisation deal of the 
state-owned firm, some offi- 
cials and industry insiders 
have privately voiced doubt 
whether the deal will go 
through as it is now envis- 
aged. 

Officials maintain the 
government expects to sign 
a deal with the strategic 
partner by Dec. IS. 
According to the original 
schedule set two years ago 


when the process started in 
earnest, the partner should 
have concluded a deal by 
Aug. 31. 

Privatisation of the 
telecommunications firm 
nearly collapsed last sum- 
mer when an earth station, 
Hashem 1, initially used to 
connect the AI Hussein 
Medical Centre with the 
Mayo Clinic, started pro- 
viding international circuits 
to Internet service providers 
and the National 
Information Centre. 

A licence to operate as a 
fully-fledged privately- 
owned telecom firm. 
Hashem I, would have erod- 
ed JTC’s monopoly — a 
major prize for the foreign 
bidders. 

The privatisation plan was 
salvaged after the govern- 
ment suspended licensing 
plans for Hashem I and 
appointed Ali Shukri, a 
senior palace official in 
charge of communications 
who ran Hashem I. as the 


new chairman of JTC. 

Bui the deal was thrown 
into doubt again when the 
new head of the company 
said he saw no need to sell 
the 40 per cent stake in the 
company. 

At a Parliament hearing 
held by the House Financial 
Committee Thursday, the 
government and Shukri dif- 
fered on the merits of pro- 
ceeding with the sale — 
reflecting the still unre- 
solved debate about bring- 
ing in a strategic partner for 
JTC. 

According to parliamen- 
tary sources at the meeting. 
Shukri again voiced his 
reservations about bringing 
in a strategic partner — 
echoing the” view held by 
many deputies wary of for- 
eign domination of the 
economy and the impacr on 
state employees. 

"After attending the 
House meeting, I *am no 
longer confident that the 
JTC will be privatised," said 


one of the attendees. "If this 
sale does not go through, it 
could have grave conse- 
quences on the country’s 
credibility and ability to 
attract foreign investment.” 

According to informed 
sources, the contradictory 
statements and lack of a 
unified policy will be dis- 
cussed between His Majesty 
King Hussein. Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh. 
Royal Court Chief Jawad 
Anani and Shukri who are 
currently in the U.S. 

Officials and deputies said 
the deciding factor will be 
the prices offered for the 40 
per cent share of the compa- 
ny. 

U.K. Price Waterhouse 
Consultants hod valued the 
company's asset at around 
SI billion, according ro 
industry sources. When 
Shukri took over, he 
brought in the accounting 
firm of Arthur Anderson to 
reevaluate the firm’s assets. 
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HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHMEISANZ 
TELEPHONE: 607171 i 607179 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SATURDAY 03/10/1996 




PAST 13 MONTHS COMPANY'S HAKE 


S 355.500 170.000 

* 1.940 1.560 

S 3.200 1.000 

1.300 .670 

S 3.680 1.5S0 

a 6-SlO 3.610 

S 3.4SO 1.760 

.670 .560 

S 3.910 1.690 

.850 .600 


ARAB BJUIX 
JOR. NATIONAL BE. 
SANK OP JORDAN 
MID. EAST 1NV.BK. 
INDUSTRIAL DEV. BE. 
THE HOUSING BE. 
JOR. KUWAIT BANK 
JOR. COLT BANK 
JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 
PHILADEL-IKV.SK. 


VALUE OPEN CLOSE CHANGE 
TRADED PRICE PRICE 
JD 

301060 316.50 314.00 3. 50- 


BANE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX l 381.29 *C8G: -1.0 3 


JOR P BENCH IKStJR. 
HOLT OAND I NS UR. 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOT, 


INDEX: 135.89 2CHG: -0.23 




4.030 

1. 

1.340 


9.S00 

5. 


JOR. ELECTRIC PVR. 
IRBID ELECTRICITY 
NATL. PORTFOLIO 
ALHA'X 

ARAB IMTL.XNV.EDUC 
ZARXA EDUCATION 
UNIFIES CO. 


1.49 

1.48 

.01- 

1.60 

1.68 

.08* 

.72 

.71 

.01- 

5.50 

5.48 

.02- 

1.90 

1.90 

- 

.90 

.90 

- 

1.14 

1.13 

.02- 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


XMDBE: 106.27 



4 : Nru 12 month* low 

5 : stock dividend during chm paat 12 month* 

N : Li*t*d during the p**t 12 months 

P ■ P/E ratio is 100 or mors 
g i Hagatlva p/E 

E i Earning Lm taro or N/A toe thtt moat rocont 


Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketpla ce *** Jordan Marketplace 



" A CARNIVAL OF STYLE 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call; 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605^920609/079-30007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.Jo 



ART 

CENTER 


LEARN 

DRAWING 

CERAMICS 

SCULPTURE 


CALL NOW 

5529610 


VERTISE 
THIS 
!>N CALL 

5667171 EXT. 223 



*One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Slay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672- Fax: 5674551 

e-maii : crystal© go. com. jo 


IITfor 

RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 


5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 



Studio Haig 

Professional quality in 
1 hour sente* 
Develop ypuf edtour ffim 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo ab* 

30% larger. - 

* Freo anlargmmot 

20x30 cm. . 


Shmelsani - Opposite 
Grind lays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 

Swciffeh Tel: 822891 



5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 


Welt Us At 

www.vlparBb.com/vlpglft 


Inti Group - Abdoun 
Near American Embassy 
Tel: 5933064 -Fax: 


frtrj&jfeCwsmt 

L J 


L’olivier Restaurant 

* 


Abdoun 5929564 



EBRAHIM SHALABI 
(COURSES) 

Beginner's Intenndiate , Advanced 
P6nd8 - Pastel • Ofl • W. colour 
special cmrses: for Designers - 
Architects 

hdpnrwwjrabisL com. jo. shnlubi 
location 6th. Curie 


IYk'!;i\ : 5?23(,% 
ftiKvrSS’WJ/lAL 1S206 


JL 


At Amra Hotel 
Shops - Amman 


hmec-'h 

;§& Jeivelru 

% ' 

l n design*... 
for l iiique pcoplt 

Urn UtfcSina To!.: 5511120 
Downtown Tel.: 4655317 
YAvw.imseeh.com 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 


Vienna Cafe 

Enjoy having a quick meal, 
Fresh Air at the Terrace. 


i(wTrUJic(2i|4©st 


PIRZfl HIDE 


Tel: 5930054 

4th Circle, 

opposite Belgian Embassy 

discount on 
°riginal CD's 

Now available 
“FRIENDS SERIES" 
and many more 


24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING ■ 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 ANYTIME 









































io Sports 


Skiing great Tomba 


officially calls it quits 


ROME (AP) — Alberto 
Tomba announced his official 
retirement from skiing 
Saturday, ending a remark- 
able career in which he won 
three Olympic tides and a 
reputation for explosiveness 
on and off the slopes. 

The man known as “La 
Bomba" (The Bomb) 
released a statement through 
the Italian news agency 
ANSA. Tomba’s sister 
Aiessia Tomba, who acts as 
his spokesperson, said Friday 
an announcement was forth- 
coming. but that the skier 
would not speak to reporters 
about the decision. 

It was a muted end to a loud 


career. 

Knocking through gates 
with the same disdain a boxer 
shows for an opponent. 
Tomba burst onto the scene 
with a bronze medal at the 
1987 World Championships 
and went on to capture 1988 
Olympic titles in the slalom 
and giant slalom. In 1992. be 
became the first Alpine skier 
to win the same Olympic 
event twice when he took 
gold in the giant slalom. 
Tomba also won silver 
medals in slalom at the 1992 
and 1994 Olympics, the first 
skier with medals at three 
Winter Games. 

The 31-year-old Italian's 
trophy case also has two gold 
and three bronze medals from 
World Championships, and 
an overall World Cup title. 

He was likely the most out- 
spoken and gregarious skier 
ever. 

He dated a Miss Italy, was 
often spotted at late-night dis- 



An undated file photo of three-season Skiing World 
Cup winner and Olympic medalist Italian Alberto 
Tomba, 31, who announced his official retirement 
Saturday. Tomba won the last race of the 1998 season, 
the slalom at the World Cup Finals in March* reaching 
the 50th career World Cup win, the second-most of all 
time (AP Photo) 


cos and last year paid a fine 
for tossing a glass trophy at a 
photographer whose shots of 
Tomba in the nude had 
appeared in a magazine. 

In July, a prosecutor asked 
for indictments for Tomba 
and his parents for tax fraud, 
alleging the family hid 
income of about $12 million 
from 1990-96. 

Tomba leaves on a winning 
note. He won the last race of 
the 1998 season, the slalom at 
the World Cup Finals in 
March, upstaging the 
favorites in one final show of 
flamboyance. It was his 50th 
career World Cup win, the 
second-most of ail time. 

"Some people say it is bet- 
ter to quit as a winner," 
Tomba said after that race. 

A disappointing Nagano 
Olympics in February — he 
hurt his back in a tumble dur- 
ing the giant slalom — had 
fueled speculation Tomba 
might quit the sport 

“Up until today, word had 
not come from me or my fam- 
ily and I think therefore that 
only now can this announce- 
ment assume its true mean- 
ing." Saturday's statement 
said. “I reflected a lot before 
deciding, but I leave skiing 
with much affection for al of 
those who in these many 
years followed me and incited 
me to victory." 


Tomba is currently working 
on his acting debut, a two-part 
television movie that will air 
in Italy next year, according 
to his sister. Appropriately, it 
is an action movie. 


Yankees mop up in rain-sodden Texas 


ARLINGTON (AFP.) — Not 
even an act of nature could 
stop the New York Yankees’ 
drive to the American League 
Championship Series. 

The Yankees waited 
through a rain delay of more 
than three hours, then com- 
pleted their mopping up oper- 
ation in the first round of the 
American League playoffs 
with a 4-0 blanking of the 
Texas Rangers. 

The Yankees held the AL's 
top hitting team to an 
astounding one run and 13 
hits over three games and 


await the winner of the 
Boston-Cieveland series in 
the ALCS. 

The Indians beat the Red 
Sox 4-3 in Boston Friday to 
take a 2-1 lead in their series. 

New York, which set an AL 
record with 1 14 wins during 
the regular season, will host 
Game One of the AL 
Championship Series on 
Tuesday night 

Sluggers Rusty Greer, Juan 
Gonzalez, Will Clark and 
Ivan Rodriguez were a com- 
bined 4-for-44 as Texas was 
ousted by the Yankees in the 
first round for the second time 
in three years. New York won 
in 1996, when the Rangers 
scored 16 runs in four games. 

This year's one run, in con- 
trast set a record for postsea- 
son futility. The Los Angeles 
Dodgers scored two runs in 
1 966 when they were swept 
in the World Series by the 
Baltimore Orioles. 

David Cone was masterful 
in his 13th career postseason 
start giving up only a leadoff 
single to Royce Qayton in the 
third inning and a one-out sin- 
gle to Todd Zeile in the fifth. 
He walked one and struck out 
six but did not come out after 
tire rain delay with two out in 
bottom of the sixth. 

Cone and the rest of the 
Yankees wore the No. 39 of 
teammate Danyl Strawberry 
on their caps. Strawberry 
remained in New York, where 



New York Yankees Shane Spencer (R) gets a high five from teammate Uno Martinez 
after hitting a three- run-homer off Texas Rangers starting pitcher Aaron Sele in the 
top of the sixth inning during Game 3 of the American League Division Series. Home 
plate umpire John Hirschbeck looks on (Reuters photo) 


he was to undergo surgery 
Saturday to remove a cancer- 
ous tumor from his colon. 

‘It’s been an unbelievably 
emotional couple of days" 
Cone said of the team’s reac- 
tion to the news about 
Strawberry. “I’ve never been 
in a clubhouse that was so 
shocked.” 

When play resumed shortly 
before 1:30 am Graeme 
Lloyd retired Greer on a 
groundout Jeff Nelson issued 
a one-out walk in the seventh 
before striking out Rodriguez 
and Lee Stevens. He gave up 
a leadoff single to Zeile, but 
got Clayton to bounce into a 
double play and set Tom 
Goodwin down on a ground- 
out. 

Mariano Rivera issued a 
leadoff walk in the ninth but 
got the next three batters to 
finish it off. 

Aaron Sele matched Cone 
through five innings but was 
victimized by the long ball in 
the sixth. 


After Derek Jeter filed, to 
the warning track in right 
field, Paul O’Neill lined a 1-1 
pitch into the Yankees' 
bullpen in left-center field. It 
was his eighth career postsea- 
son homer and sixth in 
Division Series play. 

Sele came back to strike out 
Beraie Williams, but Tino 
Martinez legged out an infield 
single and Tim Raines dou- 
bled. Shane Spencer, whose 
spectacular September earned 
him a spot on the postseason 
roster, followed with his sec- 
ond home run in as many 
games. The 26-year-old rook- 
ie hit Sele's first pitch into the 
second row of the left-field 
seats for his ninth homer in 33 
at-bats. 

In Boston. Manny Ramirez 
hit two of Cleveland’s record- 
setting four home runs, 
including a solo blast in the 
ninth inning that proved to be 
the game-winner. 

Charles Nagy exorcised 
some playoff demons and 


continued to dominate the 
Red Sox. He pitched eight 
spariding innings for his first 
postseason victory since 1995 
as Cleveland woo its second 
straight to take a 2-1 lead in 
the best-of-five American 
League fust-round series. 

Ramirez’s mammoth blast 
to left in the ninth was a lead- 
off shot against reliever 
Dennis Eckersley, who turns 
44 on Saturday. Ramirez has 
a franchise-record II career 
playoff homers. 

Mike Jackson came on in 
the ninth to preserve a three- 
run lead. He gave up a two- 
run homer to Nomar 
Garciaparra, but Mike 
Stanley and Troy O’Leary 
grounded to shortstop to end 
the game. 

Ramirez hit his first two 
homers of the series, and Jim 
Thome and Kenny Lofton 
also slugged solo shots, dou- 
bling the previous team play- 
off record of two home runs, 
accomplished 13 times. 
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Rusedski 

and 

Siemerink 
breeze 
into semis 


TOULOUSE (AFP) — 
Top-seeded Briton Greg 
Rusedski and second-seed- 
ed Dutchman Jan 

Siemerink on Friday 
breezed into the semi-finals 
of the $400,000 ATP Tour 
event here. 

Rusedski brushed aside 
the challenge of 

Frenchman Arnaud 

Dement and Siemerink 
ousted Swiss player Roger 
Federer — both winning in 
straight sets. 

Big-serving Rusedski, 
14th in the latest ATP Tour 
rankings, downed 20-year- 
old Clement 6-4, 6-1, tak- 
ing just 56 minutes to 
advance. 

Clement never recovered 
his composure after drop- 
ping his opening service 
game. Canadian-born 
Rusedksi finished the 
match by winning six 
straight games. 

Siemerink. 20th in the 
rankings, struggled in the 
first set against 17-year-old 
Federer before prevailing 
7-6 (7/5), 6-2. 

Federer, the Wimbledon 
junior champion playing in 
only his second AIP Tour 
event underlined both his 
talent and lack of experi- 


ence as he played impres- 
sively but lost the key 
points. 


The top four seeds all 
advanced to the sends with 
third-seed Thomas 

Johansson of Sweden beat- 
ing Frenchman Stephane 
Huet 3-6, 6-4, 7-5 and 
fourth-seed Nicolas Kiefer 
of Germany downing Marc 
Rosset of Switzerland 6-3. 
3-6. 6-1. 

Rusedksi now plays 
Kiefer with Siemerink up 
against Johansson. 


Bird, Wilkens among 7 

enshrined in Hall of Fame 
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SPRINGFIELD (AFP) — If 
anyone has a chance to 
match the Hall of Fame 
double induction of Lenny 
Wilkens, it is Larry Bird. 

Wilkens. inducted for his 
achievements as an 
National Basketball 

Association player in 1989, 
was among seven enshrined 
Friday in the Basketball 
Hall of Fame. This time. 
Wilkens was honored as a 
coach, making him the first 
double inductee from the 
NBA. 

Bird went in as a player 
after a remarkable career 
with the Boston Celtics that 
ended in 1992. His induc- 
tion came just five months 
after he was named NBA 
Coach of the Year in his first 
season with the Indiana 
Pacers. 

The other inductees were 
former Harlem 

Globetrotters great Marques 
Haynes, ex-Rochester 
Royal and Boston Celtic 
Amie Risen, longtime NBA 
coach Alex H annum. 
University of Texas 
women’s coach Jody 
Conradt and Yugoslavian 
coach Aleksandar Nikolic. 

A crowd of 7,000, the 
largest to view an induction 
ceremony, was there to see 
Bird, a three-time NBA 
Most Valuable Player who 
led the Celtics to three 
titles. A 12-time All-Star, he 


held or shared 27 Celtics 
records by the time he 
retired in 1992, making five 
appearances in the NBA 
Finals. 

“I've always been a very' 
proud individual. I’m very 
proud I came from a small 
town, French Lick, Indiana. 
I’m very proud I spent four 
years at Terre Haute at 
Indiana State. And yes. I’m 
very proud to have spent 13 
vears playing for the Boston 
Celtics,” said Bird who was 
introduced by former team- 
mate Bill Walton. 

“My first year as a Celtic, 
coach (Bill) Fitch was my 
coach. He treated me like a 
player, worked me hard, 
taught me a lot about the 
game. He’s made me what I 
am foday.” 

After his retirement due to 
back problems in 1992. 
Bird became a consultant 
for the Celtics and some- 
what reluctantly accepted 
the Pacers’ offer to become 
their coach in the summer 
of 1997. Although he admit- 
ted he was somewhat 
uncomfortable in the role, 
the Indiana native led the 
Pacers to the best record in 
club history (58-24) and a 
trip to the conference finals. 

While most of the spot- 
light shined ou Bird, 
Wilkens joined the leg- 
endary' John Wooden as the 
only dual inductees. 


- • /R. 

Wooden was inducted as 
Purdue University player in# 
1961 and again in 1972 asjf 
University of California atfb 
Los Angeles coach. He*£ 
guided UCLA three moreS 
seasons thereafter, complet^ 
ing a run of nine tides in 1L^ 
seasons. . . 

Wilkens passed Red - 
Auerbach ' as the league’s 
all-time winner on January 
6, 1995 when he secured hi 
939th victoiy. 

Nikolic. known as the - 
‘Tather of Yugoslavian " 
Basketball," was recom- . 
mended by the International X- 
Screening Committee. 
compiled a 301-39 record as-£- 
coach of the Yugoslavia^; 
National Team, led his team.£ 
to victory in the 1977 *•- 
European Championships^ 
and second-place finishes in^ 
1961 and 1965, before cap£i 
tii ring the 1978 World’S 
Championships. 

He eJso posted an impres4^- 
sive 357-200 record at t hfeSv 
club level in Europe. 

1969-73, Nikolic led U ' 
Varese to three Italy Cups 
three National titles, 
European titles and . tw^ 
Internationa] Cups. The|~ 
1972-73 squad has beeai= 
repeatedly voted as the.?, 
greatest team in Italian and?t 
European basketball histo-v 
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Poland’s Andrew Golota, left, penetrates the defences of USA’s Tim Witherspoon 
daring the professional heavyweight bout in Wroclaw. Golota won the fight by 
unanimous decision (AP Photo) 


Moya easily advances to quarterfinals 


! 


MALLORCA, Balearic 
Islands (AP) — Top 
seeded Carlos Moya of 
Spain defeated Thomas 
Schiessling Friday to 
advance to the semifinals 
of the $475,000 dollar 
Mallorca Open. 

Moya, who was a clear 
favorite and a local hero 
from this Mediterranean 
Spanish island, easily 
beat Schiessling of 
Austria 7-5, 6-4, in 

Friday’s quarterfinal: 

On Saturday, Moya will 
Fernando Vicente of 
Spain, who defeated fel- 
low countryman Tomas 
Carbonell 5-7, 7-6 (8-6) 
and 6-4 in the second 
round. Vicente is ranked 
78th in the world. 

Eighth-seeded 
Brazilian Gustavo 

Kuerten took 1 hour, 19 
minutes to defeat Sergi 
Bruguera of Spain, 6-4, 
6-4. 

Bruguera pulled off the 
biggest shock of the tour- 
nament when he beat fel- 
low countryman Alex 
Corretja, ranked No.7 in 
the world, on Thursday. 

But Bruguera could not 
repeat victoiy against 



Carlos Moya 

Kuerten, to whom he 
already lost in the final of 
the French Open in 1997. 


Tomas Muster of 
Austria beat Germany’s 
Tommy Haas 3-6, 6-3 


and 6-4, and will play 
Kuerten in the semifinals 
Saturday. 
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CINEMA 


A 


Laurence Fishbuni & 
Andy Garcia .. in 


HOODLUM 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 
6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


John Travolta & Olivia 
Newton-John .. in 


GREASE 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


PLAZA 




Comedian Adel Imam .. in 

AL ZATEEM 




Shows: 6:30, 9:30 
Additional shows Thursday and 
Friday evenings at 12:30 

Zk 


CONCORD 


TEL.-5677420 '\S CINEMA 


C Q NC Q R P .ri: 

NASSER 

Shows: 1 2:30, 3-J0. 6: 1 S^0.1(h30 
CONCORDE 


UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

Shows: 300. 5-30 only 


2 


TEL: 39347*3 ^ 

GALLERIA 1 




ABDOUN 

iozow.cns.com .jof Galleria 


ARMAGEDDON 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 



CINEMA TEL: 5934793“ 

GALLERIA 2 



J 


ABDOUN 

W7vzv.cns.com .jo/ Galleria 


Leonardo Di Caprio & 
Robert DeNiro .. in 


MARVIN'S ROOM 

Shows: 330, 6:15, 8:30,10:30 






H&anrikieslhfflte 
TEL: 4625155 


Watch out for 
the new play 
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Sports 



Andie Agassi from the United States returns the ball to Karol Kucera from the Slovak 
Republic during the semi final match of the Grand Slam Cup in Munich (Reuters 
photo). 

Grand Slam Cup 

Agassi not here for the beer 


MUNICH TAFPj — 
Andre Agassi recovered 
from a trip to the 
Oktoberfest in rime to 
score a storming 4-6, 6-0, 
6-1 comeback win over 
Petr Korda at the $6.7 
million Grand Slam Cup 
on Friday. 

The 28-year-old 

American pounced on the 
patchy form of Australian 
Open winner Korda to 
move into the semi-finals 
of one of the richest tour- 
naments of the year. 

Agassi made a flying 
visit to the world-famous 
beer-drinking festival ear- 
lier this week, riming the 
visit not to clash with his 
competitive schedule al 
the Olympiahalle. 

“It (the beer) took a lot 
of energy from me," joked 
the world number eight, 
who received a wild card 
invitation into the event 
reserved for the best per- 
formers at the year's four 
Grand Slams. 

"It didn't give me any 
power. But then every- 
body’s telling me that the 
girls are going to get up 
on the table and take their 
clothes off. 

"I didn’t see any of that. 
I kept drinking, hoping 
that it would happen." 

Back on court and back 
to business, Agassi con- 


tinued the hot indoor car- 
pet pace which he hopes 
will carry him through to 
at least a top 5 ranking 
over the next few months 
as he concentrates on 
tournaments in Europe. 

Korda’s game fell apart 
after a tough first set, the 
30-vear-old Czech pro- 
ducing IS double-faults 
and 39 unforced errors. 

Korda again ducked 
questions about his future 
in the game. He said in 
February after claiming 
the Melbourne title that he 
would decide his future 
“at the end of the year.” 

“It's not the end of the 
year. The end is when the 
last tournament is over. 
Until ihat time. I’m run- 
ning on the same speed." 
he said. 

Korda had four chances 
in the first half of 1998 to 
take over as world number 
one from Pete Sampras, 
• but did not take any of the 
opportunities. 

“1 can say from the bot- 
tom of ray heart that I did 
everything I could. But 
the guys at the time were 
producing better tennis 
than 1 was." 

The Aussie Open eham- 
pionm was joined in exit- 
ing the tournament by 
Goran Ivanisevic, the 
Wimbledon runner-up 


behind Sampras. 

Ivanisevic fell victim to 
Slovakia's Karol Kucera 
5-7, 6-4. 8-6. 

Agassi plays u semi- 
final Saturday against 
Kucera and Australian 
Mark Philippoussis takes 
on Marcelo Rios of Chile. 

American Venus 

Williams moved into 

Sunday’s women's final 
when she crushed 
Wimbledon finalist 

Nathalie Tauzial of 

France 6-4. 6-0. 

Cramps forced Martina 
Hingis to quit late in the 
third set in her semi-final 
against fellow Swiss Patty 
Schnyder, handing her 

rival a 5-7, 7-5, 5-5 victo- 
ry- 

Hingis knows that she 
must save herself for a 
struggle next week in 
Filderstadt. 

Hingis leads American 
Lindsay Davenport, the 
U.S. Open champion, by 
just 26 points in the WTA 
Tour tabic going into the 
Filderstadt tournament. 
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Kingdom’s premier soccer 
competition resumes today 


By Aleen Bannayan 

AMMAN — The Premier 
League Championship 
resumes Sunday with two 
more rounds remaining for 
the conclusion of the first 
leg of the country’s leading 
soccer event. 

The ten-team competition 
had been put on hold pend- 
ing the return of the nation- 
al team l'rom the Arab Cup 
finals in Qatar where Jordan 
was eliminated in the first 
round after losing 2-0 to 
Qatar and bearing Libya 2- 
1. 

Going into the eighth 
week of the event, Al Faisali 
top the standings on goal 
difference after a 6-0 demo- 
lition of Kufrsoum while Al 
Wihdat lost the lead after 
suffering their first defeat of 
the event 3-0 to Ai Hussein. 

Top teams now have their 
lineups complete after they 
played the Jordan Football 
Association (JFA) Shield 
Championship without their 
national team players who 
were on duty with the 
Kingdom's team in the Arab 
Cup in Qatar. 
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Therefore, the final match 
of the Shield had unusual 
finalists this year as top 
teams like Al Wihdat, Al 
Faisali and Al Ranuha — all 
of whom have won the 
Shield four rimes — were 
eliminated early in the 
event. 

Premier League newcom- 
ers Kufrsoum went on to 
win their first ever major 
soccer title when they took 
home the Shield, one of 
country's four elite annual 
soccer titles, after beating 
Irbid rivals Al Hussein. 

Kufrsoum, who were only 
promoted to the prestigious 
lop-ten group three years 


ago, now resume the 
Premier League with added 
confidence. 

Other teams who had 
injured players like Al 
Faisali'* Jiryes Tadros and 
Jamal Abu Abed are back in 
action while others have 
served their suspensions 
during the Shield and are 
now back with their teams. 

Kufrsoum meet _ Ai 
Ramtha in Irbid today hop- 
ing to advance their current 
9th place standing. Al 
Qadis.vieh face .41 Arabi and 
Al Faisali meet Al Jazireh. 

Shabab Al Hussein play 
Al Hussein while Al Wihdat 
meet last-placed Al Ahli 


Monday. 

The ' Premier League 
Championship kicked off in 
April but has witnessed a 
series of delays starring with 
the month-long boycott of 
seven teams over the issue 
of ticket safes allocation 
before the JFA settled the 
dispute. 

The championship then 
resumed only to halt again 
in June during which the 
national team prepared for 
the Arab Cup qualifiers, it 
then resumed Aug. 9 before 
its latest hall for the Arab 
Cup finals. 

A sense of discontent now 


looms among soccer offi- 
cials after Jordan was elimi- 
nated for the sixth rime 
throughout their seven par- 
ticipation since the Arab 
Cup first kicked off in 1963. 
Jordan achieved the best 
result in the 5th Cup hosted 
in Amman in 198S where 
Jordan took fourth place. 

Al Wihdat are this year 
looking for their 5th consec- 
utive Premier League title. 
They won the season open- 
ing fourth Cup Winners ' 
Cup. 

Al Faisali won the second 
of the season’s Four soccer 
championships when they 
won their record 10th 

Jordan Cup. 

Al Faisali's last major 

titles were the 1995 Jordan 
Cup and the 1997 

Federation Shield, as Ai 
Wihdat have won the Cup 
and Cup Winners Cup in the 
last two years and the 
Premier League in the last 
four. 

The first lee of the 

Premier League will end 
Oct. 9. The second leg is 
scheduled to start Oct. 12 
and end Nov. 20. 


Russians 
offered 
bonus 
to beat 
France 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russian national ream 
players have been offered a 
bonus of $5,000 per man if 
they beut World Cup hold- 
ers France later this month. 

Alexander Tukmanov, the 
deputy president of the 
Russian Football Union 
(RFU), told a news-confer- 
ence on Saturday that the 
players will be awarded the 
bonus if they beat France in 
a qualifying match for the 
2000 European 

Championships in Moscow 
next Saturday. 

Russian squad players 
will earn a similar bonus if 
they beat Ukraine and 
Iceland, while victory over 
Armenia will be worth 
$3,000 and a win over 
Andorra $2,000. 

Tukmanov the bonus 
payments were being 
offered despite the RFU 
experiencing a cash short- 
age because of the Russian 
economic crisis. 

He said the government 
provided the sport with no 
support but that the 
Federation had signed 
sponsorship deals with 
companies including Coca- 
Cola, Volkswagen and 
Nike from next year that 
should bring in $1.8 mil- 
lion in income. 


France’s Djorkaeff likes it tough 


MILAN tAFP) — Inter Milan's 
French star Youri Djorkaeff claims 
he is at his best when nothing is 
going right for him. 

Djorkaeff scored an injury-time 
winner against Sturm Graz in the 
European Champions League here 
on Wednesday night, earning his 
team three priceless points in Group 
C after their defeat to Real Madrid. 

It was a reward not just for 90 min- 
utes’ effort, but for weeks of training 
and trying to secure a first-team 
place after the World Cup finals. 

~ The * ‘ Frenchman’s ' fiifure had 
looked in doubt over the summer 
with the arrival of Roberto Baggio, 
the offers made by Spanish dubs 
and the challenge of making up for 
his mediocre season in 1997-98. 

But Djorkaeff rose to the occasion 
and then revealed he is happiest with 
his back to the wall, because only 
then can his true character come out. 


“When rimes are hard, I’m not the 
sort who says 'Oh, it's all a bit diffi- 
cult. I'm leaving.”' he said. “On the 
contrary, it makes me even more 
motivated, because that's when you 
have to really show your chracter. 

“I hit the post against Empoli, it 
didn’t bother me. 1 hit the post 
against Sturm Graz, ir didn’t bother 
me. I just told myself to keep going, 
to keep trying. That’s my character. 
And in the end, I did score." — 

He went on: “The goal was ray 
reward for all the work I’ve put into 
training since coming back-from the 
World Cup finals and the proof that 
1 never give up. I've always wanted 
to do well for the team.’* 

Despite the lucrative offers from 
abroad, Djorkaeff has now pledged 
himself to a future in blue and black, 
and to the San Siro faithful. 

“I’ve never been frightened of 
playing on this pitch or of the reac- 


tion of the fans." he insisted. “Even 
last year, when things were difficult, 
they were still chanting ray name. 

“When 1 came back from the 
World Cup, 1 decided to stay. 1 had a 
look around, but then I said to 
myself 'this is where I feel good, 
where there is a lot to be won and 
where I have a lot to contribute. 
Why leave?" 

Wednesday’s night goal was a shot 
in the arm for the Frenchman, but 
also for his coach Gigi Simoni, who 
was savaged by the Italian press and 
even mauled by dub president 
Massimo Moratti after their defeat 
to Real. 

"It’s an important goal for me, but 
an even more important one for 
Inter," he said. 


Marseille football president urges UEFA action 


PARIS (AFP) — The presi- 
dent of leading French club 
Marseille, Robert Louis- 
Dreyfus, has urged foot- 
ball's European governing 
body UEFA to take the ini- 
tiative in the continuing 
confusion surrounding of a 
possible breakaway Super 
League. 

Louis-Dreyfus, also presi- 
dent of the adidas sporting 
goods company, told 
Saturday's Le Figaro news- 
paper “UEFA should rake 
the initiative rather than 
always staying on the defen- 
sive. 

“I believe football should 
continue to develop. I would 
prefer to deal with them 
(UEFA), but they treat us 
like kids." 

He then added if Brussels 
guaranteed clubs would not 


be suspended from their 
own leagues by European 
Jaw, clubs might create their 
own Super League anyway, 
even if UEFA defuses the 
current Media Partners pro- 
posal. 

On Friday. Media Partners 
filed a formal complaint to 
the European Commission 
(EC) against UEFA and 
their member associations 
and leagues. 

Louis-Dreyfus wants to 
see UEFA act by making the 
current European competi- 
tions financially more 
attractive to clubs to prevent 
future breakaway leagues 
and to satisfy clubs. 

“We would rather stay 
under the auspices of 
UEFA," he added. 

The Marseille owner 
denounced the redistribu- 


tion of television money 
currently in force. 

“UEFA only gives 40 per 
cent back to the clubs and 
we would like to know 
where the rest is going. 1 
have nothing against help- 
ing countries trying to 
encourage football, I would 
just like to see a little more 
transparency. 

“If by miracle we won the 
current European 

Champions League, we 
would earn 90 million 
francs (about S!4 million). 


but that would be 400 mil- 
lion francs (about S60 mil- 
lion) with the Super 
League." 

Marseille reached the sec- 
ond round of the UEFA Cup 
last week in their first 
European tie since a suspen- 
sion for match-fixing pre- 
vented them from defending 
their 1993 European Cup 
title. 
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WITH OMAR SHARIF 
* TANNAH HIRSCH 
CinTMl|UMS»MM 


A CASE FOR PROTECTION 






East-West vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 

AK943 

OK952 

0A83 

„ *103 

WEST EAST 

*95 *87 

TJ1063 <T8 

v KQ64 v J 10 95 

*K7G +AJ9542 

SOUTH 
* A J 10 6 2 
OAQ74 
072 
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The bidding: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1* Paw 3* PoM 
44 P tea Paw Pm 

Opening tend: King of 0 

A good declarer is by nature a 
pessimist. The sound technician 
“*P“ for the best but prepares for 
the worst. South's play at four 
on this deal from the 1993 
World Championship is an object 


North's jump to three spades was 
a limit raise and South's hand was 
JLtwrderiinc? acceptance, especial ly 


n t vulnerability. However, lour 
spades was the contract aijevery 
table. 

Weal led the king of diamonds 
and East encouraged vigorously 
with the jnek as declarer ducked. 
The diamond continuation was tak- 
en with the ace. a diamond wo6 
ruffed and trumps were drawn in 

two rounds. Wlingibe qut-eo. 

, Where Kerri Sanborn of Nev 
| York was declarer, the are of hearts 
was cashed next and declarer eaied 
.with a club. The only defense Lhnl 
Offered a hope was for East to win 

the first club trick and reture a club 

to West's king, but West was 
trapped in an endplay. The jack of 
hearts was won in the closed hand 
as East discarded a club La low 
heart would have been run to 
South's seven l, and the marked 

finesse of the nine of beans permit- 
ted declarer to bring in the suit 
without loss. (A minor suit return 
mild hare allowed declarer to niff 
in ono hand while discarding n 
heart from the other, t 
Well as declarer ployed, the 
defense could have prevailed If. at 
trick two. West sbilkd to a dub, tho 
defenders ran complete their ono* 
and exit safely with a diamond. 
West must then »mc to a heart 
trick for down one. 


Tyson psychiatric reports delayed 


LAS VEGAS (APJ — 
Nevada boxing authorities 
will have lo wail a little 
longer to see what a team of 
psychiatrists has to say 
about the stale of Mike 
Tyson’s mind. 

And Tyson may have to 
wait even longer to try and 
get his boxing license if his 


attorneys go ahead with 
plans to appeal to the 
Nevada Supreme Court in 
an effort to keep the public 
from seeing Tyson’s psychi- 
atric reports. 

Attorneys for Tyson did 
not comment, but a source 
close to the Nevada Athletic 
Commission said Tyson’s 


attorneys may be in court 
again Monday to seek a stay 
of a judge’s ruling that 
opened the door for the 
records to be made public. 

Reports from a five-day 
evaluation of the former 
heavyweight champion still 
hadn't been sent to the com- 


mission offices as of closing 
time Friday, four days after 
they were due. 

Tyson attorney Jim 
Jimmerson said earlier he 
expected to have the docu- 
ments sent to the commis- 
sion by Monday at the lat- 
est. 




IS YOUR PROPERTY SAFE....? 




Make sure that 
JR Security Systems 
is guarding you.... 


H DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 

m 2 big bedrooms, sitting, dining, large salon, 

2 bathrooms, large kitchen, 

■ 2 verandas, cistern, 

separate central heating, solar heating. 

Please call: 5346162 


Call 

Amma ri^Jo rdan 


LUXURIOUS FULLY FURNISHED VILLA 
FOR RENT IN AL RABIA-MECCA STREET 
Consists of 5 master bedrooms, salon, dining room, living 
room, kitchen, large garages, nice garden with waterfall. 

All home appliances, including heating, air-conditioning 
and satellites are available. Basement can be made into 
accommodation. 

Please call Mr. Hasan at: 079/31720. 




11:00 a.m. 
Radisson SAS 
Resorr Aqaba 



The per j 
to relax. 


RadissonJftT 

> F < P P T 

The difference is genuine. 


■Breakaways' 


JD/CA Per double room, per night all 

13 vJ ind. on Bed & Breakfast 
basis. Whelher you want to stay active or 
simply unwind, our comfortable guest room 
and resort facilities are there for you and 
your familyl We will gladly treat you with 
our Super Breakfast buffet, and up to 2 
children under 12 stay free in your room. 
Minimum 2 night stay and advance direct 
bookings required. 

Offer valid until 21 December 1998 on 
Wed/Thu/Fri/Sat for Jordanian citizens 
and local residents only. 

KINGS BOULEVARD «P.O. BOX 215 • AQABA 77110 • JORDAN 
For reservations call 03 2012426 
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Taleban seek U.N. intervention, warns of 'devastating' war 


KABUL (AP) — Warning 
of a “devastating" war 
with neighbouring Iran, 
the Taleban religious army 
on Saturday wrote the 
United Nations Secretary 
General Kofi Annan seek- 
ing his intervention. 

“The foreign ministry- 
requests your excellency 
once again to use your 
influence and authority for 
the amicable solution of 
the differences [with 
Iran]," the letter said. 

Without this solution, 
the letter warned “the 
entire region will become 
engulfed by a devastating 
war." The Taleban army’s 
foreign ministry said the 
letter follows the incursion 
of Iranian fighter jets and 
helicopters into Afghan air 
space on Friday. Iran on 
Saturday denied the 
charges. 

"The spokesman for the 
Zulfaqar-2 manoeuvres, 
Brigadier-General Hassan 
Bara ti, termed as a mere 
lie Taleban's claim that 
Iranian jet fighters had 
violated Afghanistan's air- 
space,” the official Iranian 
News Agency IRNA said. 

IRNA quoted Barati as 
saying Iranian military 
flights were operated 
"with respect to their spe- 
cial corridor and taking 
into consideration corri- 
dors used by civilian 
flights in the region.” 


"Barati added that the 
flight zone along the bor- 
der is 19 kilometres which 
has so far been observed 
by Iran," IRNA reported. 

Iran has amassed 
270.000 soldiers on its 
western border with 
Afghanistan and has been 
conducting massive mili- 
tary manoeuvres in the 
region, rolling hundreds of 
tanks toward the border 
with Afghanistan and 
bombing mock targets 
nearby. 

The massive deployment 
of Iranian soldiers was 
Tehran's response to the 
killing in August of eight 
Iranian diplomats and an 
Iranian journalist in 
Afghanistan's northern 
Mazar-e- Sharif. 

The Iranians were killed 
by invading Taleban sol- 
diers. 

While Iran is demanding 
an apology from the 
Taleban army, the Taleban 
is refusing, calling the 
slain diplomats “conspira- 
tors." The Taleban has 
accused Iran of supporting 
its northern-based oppo- 
nents with money and 
weapons. The opposition, 
a collection of small 
groups representing the 
country's minority ethnic 
and religious groups, also 
includes among them 
Afghanistan's minority 
Shiite Muslims. 


Most Iranians also are 
Shiite Muslims, while 
most Afghans are Sunni 
Muslims like the Taleban 
army, which also is domi- 
nated by the majority eth- 
nic Pashtun tribe. 

Meanwhile the Taleban's 
opponents and Iran accus- 
es Pakistan of supporting 
the Taleban. 

Late last week just as 
Iran prepared to begin its 
military manoeuvres on 
the border with 
Afghanistan, it sent home 
its non-essential personnel 
and several family mem- 
bers from Pakistan. 

In Pakistan, the Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Tariq 
Altaf told reporters that 
Tehran cited “security 
concerns" for the with- 
drawal. 

“We have been told... 
that they have sent home 
some families and some 
non-essential staff/' Altaf 
said in Islamabad. “It has 
been mentioned that their 
security concerns have 
prompted this temporary 
measure/' He refused to 
elaborate. 

“We would like to show 
our understanding and 
respect for their decision, 
but our own embassy in 
Tehran and our school 
there is functioning nor- 
mally," he said. 

Pakistan routinely denies 
aiding the Taleban. 





Iranian soldiers take cover as they exercise daring war games involving some 200,000 troops in an Iranian border 
province next to Afghanistan on Friday (Reuters photo) 

However, the United tempers in the region, the 


Nations has repeatedly 
said that aid to all sides in 
Afghanistan's protracted 
and bitter conflict is the 
key reason for its continu- 
ation. 

In an attempt to soothe 


U.N. is sending its special 
envoy Lakhdar Ibrahimi. 
The envoy begins his 
peace mission to the 
region in Tehran and then 
to Pakistan. 

It's not immediately 


clear whether Ibrahimi 
also will visit Afghanistan, 
but Pakistan believes it is 
a must. 

‘We believe his mission 
will remain incomplete if 
he doesn’t visit 
Af ghani stan," said Altaf. 


Pakistan also is urging 
both Iran and Afghanistan 
to show restraint warning 
that an outbreak of vio- 
lence “would result in 
serious and perhaps 
unforeseen difficulties in 
the region.” 



Baghdad cleric to visit Iran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Abdul Razzak A1 Saadi, president of die 
Iraqi Islamic People's Congress, will make an official visit to 
Tehran, die official I ranian news agency IRNA reported 
Saturday. Saadi, who often acts as imam for Friday prayers in 
Baghdad, will lead a delegation of Islamic clerics and univer- 
sity professors, it said. He will be making his visit at the invi- 
tation of the Organisation of Culture and Islamic 
Communication, a governmental entity that oversees Iranian 
relations with non-Islamic religions. 


‘U.S. should drop opposition to pipeline’ 


DUBAI (AFP) — Washington must drop its opposition to 
Caspian oil being exported through Iran if it wants to nor- 
malise ties with Tehran. Foreign Minister Kamal Kharazi said 
in comments published Saturday. ‘1 see no justification for 
their pressure on several countries to stop them allowing die 
energy resources of the Caspian Sea to be exported through 
Iran, which is a more secure and less costly route," he told the 
London-based daily A1 Hayat “If they are interested in nor- 
malisation with Iran, they must take certain steps, including 
ending pressure on the countries which bonder die Caspian." 
be told the paper in an interview conducted in New York. 


Yemen executes man for murder 


SANAA ( AP) — A man convicted of murder was executed 
in a public square in the capital Sanaa, the A1 Thawra gov- 
ernment newspaper reported Saturday. It said Mohammad 
Ahmad Awad was shot dead by a firing squad on Friday in 
from of a large crowd that included die victim’s family. Awad 
was convicted of fatally shooting Mohsen Mohammad 
Bajassar in August 1997, the paper said. It gave no details of 
die crime. 


14 couples to be married in cyberwedding 


SINGAPORE (AFP.) — Fourteen couples in Singapore will 
exchange wedding vows to be witnessed live by relatives and 
friends over the Internet, the Straits Tunes reported Saturday. 
The wedding to take place Monday is organised by j 
Singapore's Registry of Marriages and the National | 
Computer Board as part of a campaign to promote strong j 
marriages, the report said. Each of the 14 ceremonies will be | 
beamed on a one-stop website linked to Chinese Internet 
websites in Singapore and abroad. Well-wishers can also 
sign electronic guest books and send digital greeting cards to 
the couples, it said. “Since my relatives and Mends cannot go 
into the room to witness the ceremony (at tire registry), about 
20 of them will be congregating at my home instead to watch 
it through the Net." 21 year-old Eileen Au told the paper. Au 
said she and her partner Lee Soon Hee, 28, a technician, 
signed up for the cyberwedding “for the fun of it.” 


Interns to be subject of television drama 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — Hans are underway to make a 
television drama about interns in Washington, like the now- 
famed Monica Lewinsky. Daily Variety said Friday. The 
daily, which quoted a source dose to the proposed drama, 
denied that the series was inspired by Plresidenr Bill Clinton's 
affair with Monica Lewinsky. But, die source said, “We can’t 
create a show in a vacuum." The interns on the show will 
work in the Senate, the Supreme Court, in a law firm and in 
journalism. “It explores what happens when somebody is 
making decisions for the first time in their lives, and the 
impact it has on them and the wider public/’ the source said. 
Lewinsky is the “perfect example of somebody who made a 
private decision that shaped the public world," the source 
said. 


Taxi drivers should not talk politics’ 


KUALA LUMPUR. Malaysia (AP) — The word is out 
Malaysia’s taxi drivers are not to talk to foreigners about the 
one thing they discuss most these days — the country’s polit- 
ical turmoil. Reminding airport taxi drivers they are 
Malaysia's “diplomats to tourists/' Deputy Transport 
Minister Mohamad Ali Rustam told them not to discuss the 
firing, jailing and apparent beating of former Deputy Prime 
Minister Anwar Ib rahim- Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad 
fired Anwar SepL 2, and be was arrested Sept 20 after hold- 
ing nationwide rallies calling for reform and Mahathir's res- 
ignation. When Anwar appeared in court Tuesday and 
Wednesday, he had a black eye and bruises. The case has 
received international news coverage that the Tourism Board 
blamed Friday for a drastic drop in visitors at a time when 
Malaysia needs foreign currency. 


Iran’s FM 
says no 
change in 
position on 
Rushdie 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
Foreign Minister Kamal 
Kharazi insisted on Saturday 
that there had been no change 
in his country’s stand on the 
British author S alman 
Rushdie, and foal it was 
London that had decided to 
put foe affair behind it and 
normalise ties. 

“As far as Salman Rushdie 
is concerned, we did not adopt 
a new position. Our position 
was foe same as our officials 
had repeatedly stated in the 
past," Kharazi told Tehran 
Radio on his return from a 
session of die UN. General 
Assembly in New York. 

‘Indeed, it was foe British 
who decided to boost relations 
to the level of ambassador. 
This was another testimony to 
Iran’s might and rightful posi- 
tion on foe international 
scene," he said. 

In New York on SepL 2A, 
Kharazi pledged that the 
Iranian government would not 
trade down Rushdie, who was 
sentenced to death in a fatwa, 
or religious decree, issued in 
1989 by Iran's late supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini for his book: ‘The 
Satanic Verses,” deemed blas- 
phemous by many Muslims. 

After talks with his British 
counterpart Robin Cook, 
Kharazi also said foe govern- 
ment would distance itself 
from a $2J> trillion bounty 
placed on Rushdie's head by 
an Islamist foundation here. 

Kharazi 's announcement 

immediately led to a decision 
by foe two countries to 
exchange ambassadors, for 
the first time since 1989. 


Egyptian president praises 
Arabs’ 25-year-old oil weapon 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
opened a se minar here 
Saturday marking the 25th 
anniversary of the 1973 
Arab-Israeli war and heaped 
praise on the decision to 
transform oil into a weapon 
in the Arab armoury. 

“Some leaders took the 
historic decision to make oil 
a weapon in the Arab 
armoury.” Mubarak said in 
an inaugural speech. 

Mubarak praised former 
Saudi King Faisal, who ini- 
tiated the oil embargo 
against the West in 1973, 
when Middle Eastern oil- 
producing countries met at 
the height of the war to hike 
oil prices 100 per cent 

“We will always remem- 
ber with respect his role and 
chivalrous spirit," Mubarak 
said. He also singled out for 


praise Syrian President 
Hafez Assad and his prede- 
cessor as Egypt’s leader. 
Anwar SadaL 

Meanwhile the Egyptian 
oil mini ster told the daily A1 
Ahram on Saturday that the 
October 1973 war allowed 
Arab oil-producing coun- 
tries to increase their oil rev- 
enues from $9 billion before 
the war to $68 billion in 
1975. 

“Oil prices quadrupled in a 
few months from $3 per bar- 
rel in July 1973 to $12 per 
barrel in January 1974," the 
minister said. 

“Oil export revenues for 
the 25 years before the 1973 
October war were only $50 
billion," he added. 

Mubarak praised his 
“brother” Assad for “his 
leading role," and being a 
partner and ally in peace and 


war. 

“The roar of planes in 
Sinai mixed in perfect har- 
mony wiih the rambling of 
cannons from the heroes on 
the Golan Heights," the 
Egyptian president said. 

He added that Egyptian 
foundations for the 1973 
conflict had been laid out by 
his predecessor Jamal Abdul 
Nasser, even though fie died 
three years before the war 
started. 

He also praised Sadar, 
assassinated in 1981, who 
he called “a hero in peace 
and war, who offered his life 
to his homeland." 

“He was gracious in life 
and courageous in death/’ 
Mubarak said. 

Mubarak added that the 
October war had “shattered 
the myths and illusions” of 
the Jewish state in place 


since its victoiy in the 
Israeli-Arab war in 1967. 

The president, however, 
s lamm ed the lack of enthusi- 
asm shown by Egyptian 
intellectuals to glorify die 
October war. 

“This glorious page in 
Egyptian history has not 
received the attention it mer- 
its from Egyptian intellectu- 
als and artists " he said. 

“They should have noted 
the decisive moments in 
their books, drawings, films 
and poems so they remain 
alive in the spirits of the 
generations of Egyptians 
and Arabs to come,” 
Mubarak charged. 

“We were expecting and 
still expect Egyptian and 
Arab artists to immortalise 
this important event in 
books, paintings and dra- 
matic arts," he added. 


WHO calls for eastern Mediterranean 


states to unite in fight against smoking 


BEIRUT (R) — The World 
Health Organisation 

(WHO) appealed to eastern 
Mediterranean countries on 
Saturday to unite in the 
fight against smoking, say- 
ing 100.000 people had died 
of tobacco-related diseases 
in the early 1990s. 

“It is estimated that the 
burden of disease attribut- 
able to tobacco use in the 
region amounted to more 
than 1 00.000 deaths and 
more than one million years 
of life lost in the early 
1990s,” Gro Harlem 
Brandt! and, WHO’s direc- 
tor general, said at a meet- • 
mg of the WHO Regional 
Committee for foe Eastern 
Mediterranean. 


“Thirty five per cent of the 
male population smoked in 
the region in 1990,” she 
said. 

‘Tobacco is a kiUer. It 
should not be advertised, 
subsidised or glamorised. 
Adolescents should not be 
allowed to mortgage their 
lives to foe seductive adver- 
tisements of foe industry." 
Brundtland called on gov- 
ernments. health officials, 
non-governmental organisa- 
tions, foe media and phar- 
maceutical companies to 
work together to cut foe 
number of smokers. in foe 
region and to back WHO’s 
Tobacco Free Project. 

“We need to ensure that 
our policy is backed by peo- 


ple, money and institu- 
tions... We need to reach in 
and reach out to build part- 
nerships with a purpose for 
combating this epidemic/* 
she said. 

When Brundtland took 
charge of WHO in January 
this year, she launched foe 
Tobacco Free Project with 
the sum of galvanising glob- 
al support for tobacco con- 
trol. 

Brundtland counted 
tobacco among other dis- 
eases, . . including polio, 
malaria and tuberculosis, as 
a threat in foe region. 

She said dramatic 
progress had been made in 
eradicating polio in difficult 
areas like ■ Afghanistan, 


Pakistan. Somalia, Yemen, 
southern Sudan and north- 
ern Iraq. But she -added 
much remained to be done 
in foe region with foe eradi- 
cation campaign r unnin g 
critically short of fending. 

Tt is estimated that $600 
million will be needed till 
the end of 2000. Donors 
have to go the extra mile 
with us and rid foe world of 
polio and its tragic toll on 
death and disability,” she 

.said. 

Brundtland said that 
malaria was eradicated in 
some countries in the region 
last year but said there had 
been a resurgence of the dis- 
ease in other countries. She 
did-not elaborate. 


UAE prefers community centres to old people’s homes 


By Habib TYabelsi 
Agence France Presse 


DUBAI — Families in foe wealthy 
Gulf emirates are increasingly turn- 
ing out elderly relatives when they 
become weak, senile or incapacitat- 
ed, with foe result that foe authori- 
ties have had to step in. 

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
has responded to the new trend by 
creating community centres for the 
dispossessed elderly to go and live 
in five-star comfort. 

Many families in foe rich 
petromonarchies of the Gulf have 
turned away from keeping foe old 
and frail at home as they once used 
to, despite foe fact that many of 
them live in huge houses with 
hordes of domestic help. 

Modem social pressures and 
needs have accelerated foe process 
and left many elderly people with 


nowhere to go but old people’s 
homes and hospitals, even though 
they often suffer from little more 
than loneliness and a lack of affec- 


tion. 

Bahrain’s newspapers have 
reported several cases of elderly 
people abandoned by their families 
in mosques, hospital waiting rooms 
or even on foe highway. 

“Old people's homes are foe worst 
thing that Western society has given 
us. We have opted for community 
centres where old people come for 
the day and then return home at 
night,” the director general of 
Dubai's health department, Ahmad 
Atig A1 Jumairi, told AFP. 

“The government does not 
encourage families to get rid of their 
old parents. We have imposed dra- 
conian conditions for their admis- 
sion into these clubs." Jumairi said. 

The community centre in Dubai, 


in foe north of foe UAE, resembles 
a five star hotel and is a “testament 
to the sacred, respect for parents’ 
demanded by Islam,” Jumairi said. 

The centre, which is government- 
fended, is strictly reserved for 
Emiratis of both sexes, so long as 
they do not have contagious or men- 
tal diseases. 

Guests who have a family must 
not stay for more than two months, 
although those without families are 
admitted for life. 

The pensioner must also prove 
that his family cannot provide him 
with the necessary medical care. 
The centre, which has the latest 
medical equipment will then pro- 
vide foe treatment free of charge. 

The centre has a team of about 70 
doctors and nurses and provides a 
whole range of treatment from 
physiotherapy to hydrotherapy. 

Aesthetic and spiritual needs are 


also taken care of with a hairdresser, 
a prayer room and a huge banquet- 
ing hall. 

“All this luxury cannot replace my 
home," one guest, Ali, said. He is 
bedridden and has been waiting for 
a visit from his family for a week 
now. 

“Ideally, we would like to provide 
these services and treatment at 
home and ensure foe traditional 
cohesion between members of foe 
family/’ Jumairi said. 

He has suggested that educating 
schoolchildren about foe elderly’s 
problems and making them aware 
of their needs should become pan of 
foe curriculum. 

The UAE president's wife 
Sheikha Fatima, has suggested a 
prize be given out to the most 
unsparing children in a bid to 
encourage families to look after 
their ageing parents. 



UFO believers 
have their 


chance now 


Schiffer leaves 


catwalk days 
forever 


Account 
of ‘Love Rat* 
Hewitt's affair 

lb-. 

with Diana stolen 


LONDON (AFP) — A 
detailed account by fanner 
army officer James Hewitt of 
his relationship with Diana. 
Princess of Wales, has hem 
stolen from his car, it was 
reported Saturday. Chaptecof 
a manuscript outlining 
Hewitt’s r elationship with dt 
late princess plus two personal 
items finked' to her are 
believed to have been stolen 
from Hewitt's green Jaguar 
XJS, the Daily Mail newspa- 
per reported. About $85 JWO in 
cash, cheques totalling around 
£20,000 smd credit cards are 
also believed to have. been 
stolen from the trunk of his cs 
in west London. 


Guillotined king’s 
lock of hair sold 
in French auction 


LE FONTANIL (AFP) — A 
lock of hair that belonged tfl 
King Louis XVI, who was 
guillotined during tbs French 
Revolution, was sold at auc- 
tion here Saturday for $5,500. 
The hair, preserved under glass 
in a medallion inside- an 18 th 
century gilt wood fiatnejbear- 
ing the king's coat of ants, 
was sold with two authenticat- 
ing certificates. The buyer 
a French royalist living abroad 
who did not want to be identi- 
fied by name The frame con- 
tained, in addition to foe 
of hair, a text describing bow 
tire king’s hair had been cut on 
the guillotine platform 205 
years ago. 
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WASHINGTON (R) — Wmt 
to spend your life searching for 
aliens? The Univetaty of 
Washington says it has a place 
for you. The university says i 
has received a five-year, $2 
milli on grant from the 
National Science Foundation 
to set up an astnSbiology pro- 
gramme so people can major 
in the science of searching the. 
universe for life. “The highly 
interdisciplinary programme 
will involve 11 UW degree 


programmes — oceanogra- 
phy, astronomy, aeronautics 
and astronautics, genetics, 
chemistry, biodranistry, 
microbiology, atmospheric 
sciences, geophysics, geologi- 
cal sciences and history,” it 
said in a statement 



MILAN (R) — German 
supermodel Gandia Schiffer 
says she has left her catwalk 
days behind her forever. Tm 
never going to model again, 
not even in Paris," she told 
reporters backstage on the first 
day of the Milan womenswear 
spring/summer shows on 
Friday. But Schiffer, 28, could 
not resist taking one last stroll 
down the catwalk, modeffing a 
spangly, silver-grey, M- 
leogth, sleeveless chess and 
then taking a post-show bow at 
Italian designer Gkttgio 
Ferrari’s Marchese Cbccapam 
collection. Though she 
promised to appear at her 
friend Ferrari’s show eadr 
year, she said she prefers now 
to concentrate on tttdong 
advertisements. s 
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Stallone’s former 
security guard 
pleads guilty 


I foe s 

! foe hut 


MIAMI (AP) — A fartf® 
security guard for Syives^ 
Stallone who shot and 

killed another guard who triw 

to keep him from robbing ti® 
actor’s waterfront mansion has 

been sentenced to 25 y® 3 ® 
under a plea bargain. Cot 
Wade was faring a P 05 ®^ 
fife sentence when he pleaded 
guilty Thursday to trying ® 
ItiD Abel Romero and steali#} 
a $5,000 sword from Stalk** 
who wasn't home {faring v* 
attack. Wade apologised v® 
Romero, Romero's 
Stallone and the security J 

company for whom ^ 
worked. 
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